PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

PLAYING YOUR PART AT MEETINGS

As a member of the Community, you can speak about agenda items at any meeting of the Council, the Cabinet and the following Committees:-

· Overview & Scrutiny

· Northern Area Planning

· Southern Area Planning

· Planning Control

· General Purposes

· Standards
· Licensing (not for licence applications)
A separate leaflet outlines the procedures for Planning Committees.

Q:
How much time is allowed for speakers?

A:
At meetings other than Planning, statements will be limited to a maximum of three minutes. A total of fifteen minutes will be set aside for any one item and the Chairman may limit the length of speeches to less than three minutes if a large number of people wish to speak on a particular item. (People at the end of the queue will be disappointed if there is no time left for them to speak). A device of green, amber and red lights to indicate times will be provided. However at Council meetings only the Mayor may use his/her discretion to extend the time in exceptional circumstances. The Mayor's decision as to what constitute exceptional circumstances and the length of such extension shall be final. After your statement you may be asked questions of fact.

Q:
When are meeting agendas available?

A:
Meeting agendas are available 5 clear days before the meeting and copies can be obtained from the Council’s offices.

Q:
How may you arrange to speak at a Committee?

A:
To speak at a meeting please inform the Committee Administration Officer at the Council’s Beech Hurst Office by noon on the working day before the meeting.  Requests are dealt with on a first come first served basis.

Q:
Where are Committees held?

A:
Meetings are held in either Romsey or Andover.

Q:
What may the statement include?

A:
Public speaking is only allowed in respect of items that are on the agenda.  Please note that it will not be possible to present background material

Q:
What alternative do I have to speaking directly to the Committee?

A:
In addition, or as an alternative to speaking directly to the Committee, members of the public may wish to consult with a local or any other Councillor before the meeting to request them to represent their views to the Committee. It should however be noted that Councillors are not required to do so.
Furthermore, it should be understood that, in relation to Planning Committees, Councillors are prevented by their Local Planning Code of Conduct from taking a view for or against any particular item until they have heard all the views that may be expressed at the relevant Committee meeting. Licensing Committee has its own procedure rules and ward members have a representational role but do not take part in decisions in their ward. 

