Notes of meeting of the Test Valley Bicycle User Group

 Council Offices Andover at 6.00pm on 22nd November 2011
Present: 
Sarah Walker
Cycling Development Officer HCC


Edith Lux

Transition Town Andover


Graham Lawes
Transition Town Andover



Sarah Ohm

Sustrans


Boyd Liddel

Andover Cycle Commuter


Paul Hamilton
Sustrans


Mayur Patel

TVBC


Vivien Messenger
TVBC

Apologies:
Roger Upfold

CTC



Bernard Baker
Behind the Bike Shed



Eric Reed

Eastleigh Borough Council



Dale Bostock 
Southampton City Council



Nick Farthing 
Sustrans



Lawrie Blyth 

Sustrans



Ian Macfarlane
Sustrans



Patrick Pavey



Colin Leonard



Sharon Goodridge



Angela Rackham
CTC

Annie Tomlinson
TVBC
Hannah Baker 
HCC

Mike Bunce

	
	
	Action

	1
	Welcome and introductions
VM welcomed everyone to meeting and introductions were given.


	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th May 2011 were discussed and will be posted on Test Valley Website.

	VM

	3


	Role of Cycling Development Officer
Sarah Walker introduced herself as the recently appointed Cycle Development Officer.   The post has been set up following a successful bid from Hampshire County Council from the Department for Transport’s  Local Sustainable Transport Fund and is funded for two years.  She is employed by CTC and will be based in Hampshire County Council Offices in Winchester. Her role will be to  encourage more people to cycle and secure behavioural change in their travel choices within 
six towns in North Hampshire (Andover, Aldershot, Basingstoke, Farnborough, Fleet, Winchester). There will be some projects running across all six towns and also a focus within each of the towns in turn with Andover in the second year of the programme.  Some of the promotional work will include cycle training, specific events, workplace challenges etc.  She would like to be contacted when specific events are on and there could be joint publicity through CTC and HCC. Cycle racks will also be available for certain locations.
Edith Lux considered more could be done to encourage active travel to and from schools.  Sarah Walker explained the School Travel Planning Team would be working directly with the schools.  Sustrans are encouraging schools to take part in a cycle event next March (http://thebigpedal.org.uk/)  Individual travel planning will be carried out through schools and businesses.  Boyd Wardell was interested in involving employers and ensuring adults are also encouraged to cycle so they in turn will influence their children.
Sarah Ohm said Sustrans North Hampshire Group meets every first Wednesday each month at 7.30pm at Propoganda in Andover.  She can be contacted at velomadic@gmail.com and the group has a facebook page  ( https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sustrans-North-Hampshire-Group/174138399278031) which is beneficial in informing a large number of people about routes, events etc. There was discussion of the merits of using latest technology to involve more people.

Sarah can be contacted by email on sarah.walker@ctc.org.uk and sarah.walker@hants.gov.uk.  
	All



	4
	Cycle maps

Walking and Cycling maps for the main urban areas within the Borough have been prepared, printed and distributed (via TIC’s Council Offices and bikeweek, sportsfairs, greenfairs etc.).  There are three plans - Andover town centre and the wider Andover area, North Baddesley and Valley Park, and Romsey and Nursling area.

They were prepared two years ago and some elements are now out of date as new cycle routes have been implemented and changes have taken place. TVBC would like to work with Sarah Walker to update the maps for Andover.  Paul Hamilton enquired whether there was a consistent key that could be used.
Request that any comments on updates for the maps be sent to vmessenger@testvalley.gov.uk

	SW/VM

All

	5
	Access Plans & Cycle Network and Strategy

VM said the Cycle Strategy and Network (adopted as a supplementary planning document (SPD) in April 2009) sets out the framework of routes around the Borough.  The document can be viewed on the Test Valley website at www.testvalley.gov.uk  (planning, planning policy and transport using the following links:   

http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/resident/planningandbuildingcontrol/planningpolicy/local-development-framework/supplementary-planning-documents/

There are now Town Access Plans adopted to cover all the Borough, with plans for Romsey, Andover and the rest of Test Valley.  The Access Plans set out a shared vision for how access to facilities and services within the towns and the rest of Test Valley will be improved. The Cycle Strategy has been used to inform these documents which look at improving accessibility using all modes of transport.  They can also be viewed on the link above.    The documents will be monitored and reviewed over time.

	

	6
	NCN 246
The new route was launched in the Summer during bikeweek , with further promotional bike rides since. There are still sections of route requiring more work but most of it is signposted already and being used by cyclists.  It was suggested that local companies may be willing to sponsor parts of the route in future.
 
	

	7
	Any other business

Sustrans volunteers are considering setting up a cycle treasure hunt to encourage more people to cycle.
 It was suggested that regular stalls could be set up in the Market in Andover to help people with personal travel planning and to distribute maps, promote events etc.
Concerns were raised regarding Western Avenue route for cyclists and desire for white lines on road for cyclists.

	VM

	8
	Date of next meeting

Next meeting to be held in approximately one year’s time in Andover and will probably an evening meeting - date to be confirmed.  VM to arrange.

	VM


