Test Valley Borough Council
Consultation for Local Plan 2040
Regulation 18 Stage 1

COMMENTS FORM

Test Valley Borough Council has published its Local Plan 2040 Regulation 18 Stage
1 document for public consultation. This consultation document sets out draft strategic
planning priorities for Test Valley supported by a number of strategic policies.

The consultation period runs from Friday 11 February to noon on 8 April 2022. Please
respond before the close of the consultation period so that your comments may be
taken into account.

You can respond to our consultation by filling out the form below. This form has two
parts:

Part A: Your Details
Part B: Your Comments (please fill in a separate sheet for each comment you wish
to make)

Further information can be found on our website at:
www.testvalley.gov.uk/localplan2040

Once the form has been completed, please send to

I D) 00N on 8 April 2022.

Following receipt of your comments from, we will keep you informed of future
consultation stages unless you advise us that you want to opt out of such
communication.

If you are unable to send via emalil, please send a postal copy to our address below.
Contacting us

Planning Policy and Economic Development Service
Test Valley Borough Council

Beech Hurst

Weyhill Road

Andover

SP10 3AJ

Tel:
Website: www.testvalley.gov.uk/nextlocalplan

Email: |

.,



Part A: Your Details

Please fill in all boxes marked with an *

Title* Miss First Stella
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Other Name*
(please state)
Surname* Turner

Organisation* Fowler Architecture & Planning
(If responding on behalf
of an organisation)

Please provide your email address below:

Email I
Address*

Alternatively, if you don’t have an email address please provide your postal address.

Address*

Postcode

If you are an agent or responding on behalf of another party, please give the
name/company/organisation you are representing:

Mrs Elizabeth Bray

Personal Details and General Data Protection Regulation

Please note that representations cannot be treated as confidential. If you are
responding as an individual, rather than as an organisation, we will not publish your
contact details (email/postal address and telephone number) or signatures online,
however the original representations will be available for public viewing at our offices
by prior appointment. All representations and related documents will be held by the
Council for a period of 6 months after the next Local Plan is adopted.

The Council respects your privacy and is committed to protecting your personal data.
Further details on the General Data Protection Regulation and Privacy Notices are
available on our website
http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/aboutyourcouncil/accesstoinformation/gdpr




Part B: Your Comments

Please use the boxes below to state your comments. Insert any general comments
you may have that do not relate to a specific paragraph number or policy in the general
comments box. For specific comments, please make it clear which paragraph, policy
or matter your comments relate to where possible.

If you are suggesting a change is needed to the draft Local Plan or supporting
document, it would be helpful if you could include suggested revised wording.

If you are commenting on a document supporting the draft Local Plan (such as a
topic paper, or the Sustainability Appraisal), please indicate so.

General

Fowler Architecture & Planning Ltd has been instructed in respect of providing
representations to the consultation on the Test Valley Borough Council Draft Local Plan
2040.

Our client’s interest relates to ‘SHELAA Site 317 — Land east of Dauntsey Lane, Weyhill’. Our
client is seeking to bring this forward for development in the short term. Our client
welcomes the opportunity to share views on the issues and opportunities associated with
the LPR which will help to shape future growth in the area over the plan period.

The representations made below with respect to the Draft Local Plan 2040 (Reg18, Stagel)
where appropriate draw on this evidence and detail submitted previously, as well taking
into consideration the supporting evidence to the Draft Local Plan, in particular the
Settlement Hierarchy Assessment.




Paragraph
Ref

Specific Comments

2.21

2.53 &

2.54

3.19

3.24

332 &
Spatial
Strategy
Policy 1

5.1-5.7

We support the general vision and aims of the Draft Local Plan (DLP).

We support the general aim of providing homes that are fit for purpose and
meeting different needs, including the provision of affordable housing.

We note the stated housing need figure of: “currently 541 homes per annum,
which provides the minimum housing need to be identified in the Local Plan
2040.” We acknowledge that this is stated as a minimum figure, but please
see comments below regarding the appropriateness of the stated minimum
figure of 541.

We concur with the overall approach to directing development to more
sustainable locations through the adoption of a ‘settlement hierarchy’
approach.

Noting that the ranking within the hierarchy: “does not indicate whether
there is suitable land for development in that location, or that
environmentally it would be appropriate,” we would refer to the original
SHELAA submission with respect to the site referenced as ‘Land east of
Dauntsey Lane, Weyhill’. Although SHELAA Site 317 is located outside of the
(current) designated settlement boundary, the site is not bound by any local
or national designations which would preclude development upon the site.
The information provided within the submission confirms that: “There are no
constraints that would preclude the suitability of the land for the proposed
development.”

We support the designation of Weyhill as a Tier 4 settlement, which is based
on robust analysis and evidence, as set out in the supporting ‘Settlement
Hierarchy Assessment’ document.

These paragraphs reference the national planning policy context regarding
the delivery of housing. To support the government’s objective of
significantly boosting the supply of homes, paragraph 60 of the National
Planning Policy Framework (‘the Framework’) confirms it is important that a
sufficient amount and variety of land can come forward where it is needed,
that the needs of groups with specific housing requirements are addressed
and that land with permission is developed without unnecessary delay.
Paragraph 61 establishes the basis for establishing the number of new
homes for each LPA, stating:

“To determine the minimum number of homes needed, strategic policies
should be informed by a local housing need assessment, conducted using the
standard method in national planning guidance — unless exceptional
circumstances justify an alternative approach which also reflects current and
future demographic trends and market signals. In addition to the local
housing need figure, any needs that cannot be met within neighbouring areas




5.10-5.21

should also be taken into account in establishing the amount of housing to
be planned for.”

There is a clear expectation that LPAs should establish a housing
requirement figure for their whole area, as confirmed at paragraph 66:

“Strategic policy-making authorities should establish a housing requirement
figure for their whole area, which shows the extent to which their identified
housing need (and any needs that cannot be met within neighbouring areas)
can be met over the plan period. Within this overall requirement, strategic
policies should also set out a housing requirement for designated
neighbourhood areas which reflects the overall strategy for the pattern and
scale of development and any relevant allocations. Once the strategic policies
have been adopted, these figures should not need re-testing at the
neighbourhood plan examination, unless there has been a significant change
in circumstances that affects the requirement.”

The NPPF thereafter places obligations on LPAs to maintain supply and
delivery of homes, including a requirement to provide at least 5 years supply
of housing.

“Strategic policies should include a trajectory illustrating the expected rate of
housing delivery over the plan period, and all plans should consider whether
it is appropriate to set out the anticipated rate of development for specific
sites. Local planning authorities should identify and update annually a supply
of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of 5 years’ worth
of housing against their housing requirement set out in adopted strategic
policies, or against their local housing need where the strategic policies are
more than 5 years old. The supply of specific deliverable sites should in
addition include a buffer (moved forward from later in the plan period) of:

(a) 5% to ensure choice and competition in the market for land; or

(b) 10% where the local planning authority wishes to demonstrate a 5 year
supply of deliverable sites through an annual position statement or recently
adopted plan, to account for any fluctuations in the market during that year;
or

(c) 20% where there has been significant under delivery of housing over the
previous 3 years, to improve the prospect of achieving the planned supply”
(para. 74).

Current Housing Land Supply in Test Valley using the Revised Local Plan the
Test Valley Revised Local Plan (RLP) is the basis for determining the housing
requirement for the period 2011 to 2029, as per paragraph 74 of the
Framework. Policy COM1 sets out that the housing requirement for the
Borough is a minimum of 10,584 homes. Their delivery will be met through
completions, commitments, unplanned development and the allocation of
strategic sites.

We note the local housing need figure of 541 homes per annum from 2020
onwards, broken down as 233 per annum in Southern Test Valley and 308 in




5.25

5.27

Northern Test Valley; this compares to figures of 194 and 394 respectively
under the currently adopted Local Plan. We also note however, that this is
a minimum figure and that para. 5.25 states that further consideration will
be given as to: “...whether we need to allocate for a higher number of homes
above our minimum housing requirement in order to provide for greater
resilience in maintaining sufficient supply of sites.”

In the context of the latest Housing Implementation Strategy (April 2021),
which confirms that the LPA has just 5.72 years of housing supply (Table 7 at
8.23) in Northern Test Valley, we would maintain that the figure of 541
would not be sufficient to ensure a resilient supply of sites over the Plan
period, particularly across the Northern area where the annual supply is
projected to reduce from 394 to 308. This lack of resilience should be
reflected in the Regulation Stage 2 consultation and the annual housing need
figure which is taken forward.

We note that this paragraph confirms that: “The distribution of future
housing will be addressed at the next stage of the Local Plan 2040 through
setting out our draft site allocations.” In this context, we would re-iterate
the confirmation set out above, and made previously with respect to the
SHELAA consultation, regarding the suitability and availability of the ‘Site 317
— Land east of Dauntsey Lane, Weyhill’, which sits at Tier 4 of the settlement
hierarchy, and as such represents a sustainable and suitable location for
future housing.

The site has been submitted to the SHELAA as the site is available,
developable and deliverable in the short term. There is strong developer
interest.

The development of SHELAA Site 317 can deliver scaled growth on a medium
sized field to the east of Dauntsey Lane, Weyhill. The site is located within a
sustainable location between both Weyhill and Fyfield — both Tier 4
settlements. The proposed development will result in the construction of
approximately 20 new houses, which will contribute to the overall housing
requirement of the Borough.

The applicant wishes to work collaboratively with Test Valley Borough
Council to ensure the allocation of SHELAA Site 317 is proposed within the
Local Plan 2040, and is delivered with the maximum possible benefit to the
local and wider area.

Please use next page if necessary

What happens next?

All valid responses received within the consultation period will be acknowledged and
you will be given a reference number. Please quote this number when contacting the




Council about the Local Plan 2040. If you have an agent acting on your behalf,
correspondence will be sent to your agent.

All responses received will be taken into account as part of the preparation of the
Local Plan 2040.





