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1 Introduction & Background  
 

1.1 Henry Adams LLP act on behalf of Barratt David Wilson in respect of the draft allocation 
at Land South of Ganger Farm, East Romsey (the site). These representations respond to 
the Regulation 18 Consultation version of the Draft Test Valley Local Plan 2040 Regulation 
18 Stage 2 (January 2024), which identifies the site for the delivery of 340 homes. 
 

1.2 In this context, our response is focussed on the following matters; 
 
 The development strategy 
 The strategic allocation proposed at Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey. 
 

1.3 This submission is accompanied by a Design & Access Statement (Appendix 1) which 
focuses on the site opportunities and constraints alongside the design considerations set 
out in the current Outline application before the Council. The application covers the 
majority of the allocation, but not the entirety, but it is important to note that it does not 
undermine the delivery of the whole site.  
 

1.4 The draft Plan sets out an overarching Spatial Strategy Policy; Spatial Strategy Policy 6 (SS6): 
Meeting the Housing Requirement, the identifies proposed housing sites and number of 
homes to be delivered to meet the Council’s minimum housing requirements. The Plan 
then sets out a site-specific allocation policy for Ganger Farm under draft policy Southern 
Area Policy 4 (SA4): Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey.  
 

1.5 This representation supports the proposed allocation of the site and confirms its 
suitability and availability for development.  

2 Policy 6 (SS6): Meeting the Housing Requirement – Support  
 

2.1 The draft policy sets out that the Council have a current and future housing need for 
11,000 homes over the plan period. This is set against the housing need between 2020 – 
2040. Whilst we are some years on from 2020, this is the date the Council began the 
review process of their plan. Importantly the plan period running until 2040 means that 
currently the plan will cover a period of at least 15 years.  
 

2.2 Given that the Plan sets out (para. 1.40) that the Council will submit for examination in 
Q2 2025, the end date of the Local Plan may need to extend, so too overall housing 
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requirement to allow for a minimum of 15 years, as is required by planning practice 
guidance1 
 

2.3 The policy splits the Borough north and south on the basis of different housing market 
areas (HMA) and it makes specific allocations to meet the needs of each of the HMA. The 
policy allows for 1,644 homes in the south HMA, which includes 340 homes on land within 
our clients control at Land south of Ganger Farm, East Romsey. 
 

2.4 Alongside existing site commitments and 3,790 homes proposed to the north HMA, the 
Council believes this meets the minimum needs of the Borough. The Policy makes no 
allowance from any unmet need from neighbouring authorities. The basis for this is that 
their Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) 2022 confirmed that there was no 
clear evidence of the level of unmet housing need in neighbouring local authority areas 
that would also justify increasing housing numbers. As such, the housing figure 
addresses the minimum requirements for the Borough only.  
 

2.5 Unmet need is changing because at present the adjoining authorities to the south of the 
Borough have not sufficiently progressed their Local Plan reviews. What is clear is that 
there is likely to be a need.. This may be a matter that evolves during the Local Plan 
Review process 
 

2.6 Overall, we support Policy 6 (SS6), in particular the allocation of land south of Ganger 
Farm.  

3 Southern Area Policy 4 (SA4): Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey 
 
3.1 Policy SA4 sets out a number of site-specific policy requirements for the site. It confirms 

the following:  
 
Southern Area Policy 4 (SA4): Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey 
 
A strategic housing allocation of approximately 340 dwellings is proposed to the south 
of Ganger Farm, Romsey. Development will be permitted subject to: 
 
a) An appropriate buffer to the ancient woodland located on the south and south 

eastern boundary, 

 
1 Paragraph: 064 Reference ID: 61-064-20190315 - Revision date: 15 03 2019 
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b) A sequential approach will be taken within the site to direct development to 
areas at lowest risk of flooding taking into account flood risk from all sources 
including surface water flooding, 

c) Access to the development via Ganger Farm (Kings Chase) to the north, 
d) Appropriate mitigation in relation to the Mottisfont Bats Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) in accordance with Policy BIO2, and 
e) Provision of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) in relation to the 

New Forest Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 
Ramsar Site. 
 

3.2 The principle of the allocation is fully supported, and it considered that the site is very well 
placed to meet the needs for housing in Romsey and the wider Borough. However, a 
number of the criteria set out above are not required on the basis of the consultation 
responses received to the live application for 309 homes relating to the majority of the 
proposed allocation area.   

a.An appropriate buffer to the ancient woodland located on the south and south eastern 
boundary, 

3.3 This can be accommodated and still deliver the appropriate quantum of homes sought. 
The proposed allocation and development of the site will ensure the protection and 
enhancement of the Ancient Woodland. As currently presented, ancient woodland buffers 
exceed 25 metres, exceeding he recommended 15 metre off-set. This policy criteria is 
agreed and supported.  
 
b.A sequential approach will be taken within the site to direct development to areas at 
lowest risk of flooding taking into account flood risk from all sources including surface 
water flooding, 
 

3.4 Whilst the intention of the above requirement is positive, the site lies entirely within Flood 
Zone 1. An area of low-risk flood risk follows the watercourses running through the 
woodlands on the eastern and south-western sides of the site. However, these are within 
Ancient Woodland and would not be subject to development, save for a proposed 
pedestrian and cycle route between the site and Winchester Road to the south. This would 
not comprise a vulnerable form of development and would comprise a sustainable 
transport link for future residents and desire line to nearby schools in the southern part 
of Romsey.  
 

3.5 Whilst our client does not feel strongly on this matter either way, it appears to be an 
unnecessary policy requirement.   
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c.Access to the development via Ganger Farm (Kings Chase) to the north, 
 

3.6 A vehicular access from Scoreys Crescent into the proposed development site has been 
granted permission under planning reference 22/01149/FULLS. Under the live planning 
application, this access road comprises of a 6m wide carriageway and 2m footway on the 
eastern side, providing vehicular, pedestrian and cycle route into the site. A 4m wide 
shared footway/cycleway is being proposed to the south of the development to connect 
with Winchester Road at which point it will reduce to 3m to connect into a 2m footway 
which will be provided to link to the existing bus stop to the west and onwards to nearby 
schools.  
 

3.7 The existing Ganger Farm Lane access route will be retained for use by pedestrians and 
cyclists only, but no upgrades are proposed to this route. 
 

3.8 The site is in walking distance to a variety of local facilities, including educational facilities, 
shops, public transport infrastructure and leisure facilities, making the site an accessible 
location. The site’s accessibility has also previously been found acceptable given the 
approval and construction of Kings Chase Phase 1.  
 

3.9 As part of the development proposed under the live application, a walking / cycling route 
north to south to Winchester Road will significantly reduce walking and cycling time for 
both future residents and existing residents within the Phase 1 development.  
 

3.10 The development offers the opportunity for both residents from the recently completed 
Ganger Farm development and other abutting housing to cross Wincheter Road (or 
Straight Mile) by the Halterworth Lane junction in a safe manner. This would encourage 
more sustainable modes of transport to both Halterworth and Mountabatten Schools in 
whose catchment the proposed development falls 
 

3.11 To ensure sustainable means of access, we would suggest flexibility to allow a choice 
means of access.  
 
d.Appropriate mitigation in relation to the Mottisfont Bats Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) in accordance with Policy BIO2, and 
e.Provision of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) in relation to the New 
Forest Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar 
Site. 
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3.12 Through consultation undertaken on the live planning application for the site, there is no 
requirement to provide SANG. On site mitigation, in the form of enhanced woodland 
management, provision of formal and informal public open space and contributions 
towards management to SPA provide appropriate mitigation to avoid any likely significant 
effect on the SACs and SPA. The planning application as currently presented proposes 5.73 
hectares of public open space, comprising a mix of formal and informal provision.  
 

3.13 In light of the above, we request consideration being given to revised wording of policy 
SA4 as follows: 
 
 

Southern Area Policy 4 (SA4): Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey 
 
A strategic housing allocation of approximately 340 dwellings is proposed to the south 
of Ganger Farm, Romsey. Development will be permitted subject to: 
 
a) An appropriate buffer to the ancient woodland located on the south and south 

eastern boundary, 
b) A sequential approach will be taken within the site to direct development to 

areas at lowest risk of flooding taking into account flood risk from all sources 
including surface water flooding, 

c) Vehicular Access to the development via Ganger Farm (Kings Chase) to the north, 
pedestrian and cycle access to the south to Winchester Road and pedestrian 
access west via Ganger Farm Way.  

d) Appropriate mitigation in relation to the Mottisfont Bats Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) in accordance with Policy BIO2, and 

e) Provision of Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) Appropriate 
mitigation in relation to the New Forest Special Protection Area (SPA), Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar Site. 

 
3.14 Subject to the above amendments, the proposed allocation policy is supported by our 

client.  

4 The Site and its suitability 
 

4.1 The application site is characterised by open land in agricultural/ horticultural use divided 
into parcels with vegetated field boundaries comprising hedgerows and mature trees. The 
northeast of the site is dominated by arable and grassland and the south and western 
areas are largely semi natural-broadleaved woodland. 
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4.2 It is located to the south of the existing Kings Chase residential development. It is bound 
to the northeast by Hillier Nurseries, the east by Ganger Wood which is Ancient and Semi-
Natural Woodland, to the south by the A3090 Winchester Road and to the west by more 
woodland with existing residential development at Hunters Close, Peel Close and 
Silverwood Rise beyond. 
   

4.3 There is a level change within the site, it slopes from the centre down to both the eastern 
side and the western side. The trees to field boundaries consist of a large number of 
matures oaks with one veteran oak which, alongside the surrounding woodland, contain 
the site from the wider area. 
 

4.4 The scheme, for its’ size, impacts on very few direct neighbours with residents of Peel Close 
and Scoreys Crescent having long views into the scheme and in all other ways Peel Close 
remains unaffected, bar benefitting from the improved sustainable infrastructure 
proposed.  
 
Site Constraints 
 

4.5 There are four tree preservation orders on and adjacent to the site, the oldest of which 
dates back to 1951. Within the site, TPO reference TVBC.1200; land south of Scoreys 
Crescent, is one of the most prominent, at the entrance to the site. A provisional TPO ref: 
TVBC1255 was made on the 23rd Jan which covers all woodland on the site. There is also 
one veteran tree within the site; VT391, which will be retained and protected. 
 

4.6 TPO ref. 25.TVC.3 abuts the eastern boundary, forming part of Ganger Wood which is also 
Ancient and Semi Natural Woodland.  
 

4.7 A Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) is also located to the western, 
southern and eastern boundaries; Ganger Farm Meadow, Ganger Farm Marsh and 
Woodland, and Ganger Wood.  
 

4.8 Further details relating to these elements can be found within the Landscape and Visual 
Appraisal, Design and Access Statement, Opportunities and Constraints Plan and Ecology 
submission. 
 
Surroundings 
 

4.9 Romsey is considered as a major centre within the settlement hierarchy; a settlement with 
the widest range of facilities. These include, but are not limited to, sports facilities, schools, 
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Post Offices, village hall, shops and supermarkets, a range of employment opportunities, 
pubs, restaurants, doctors surgeries and Romsey Hospital. 
 

4.10 There are a considerable number of bus stops throughout the area, providing regular 
services into the heart of Romsey and to Winchester, including Winchester Hospital. Less 
regular services run to places such as Fulflood, Braishfield, Ampfield and Eastleigh. Romsey 
also benefits from a bus station and busy train station which provides regular South 
Western and Great Western services. All of these services are accessible from the site via 
public transport, with bus stops located on the Winchester Road, Jermyns Lane, Woodley 
Lane and Braishfield Road. 
 

4.11 Romsey also benefits from a number of Nature Reserves as well as the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens and Arboretum, which provide excellent locations for outdoor exercise, 
socialising and dog walking. 
 

4.12 There are only two major town centres which are the focus for development and where 
future housing growth is supported in both the current and emerging Test Valley Local 
Plan, namely Andover in the north of the Borough and Romsey in the south. Whilst housing 
development is considered to support opportunities for villages to grow and thrive, the 
most sustainable settlements are and will be the focus for development. This approach 
therefore supports the significance of Romsey in accommodating future housing growth. 
 

4.13 The selection of this site, over others that might be considered as alternatives, puts no 
pressure on coalescence with other settlements within the Borough, which is a significant 
benefit.  
 

5 Technical work to date 
 

5.1 A range of technical work has been completed and the findings reflected within the high-
level summary on each matter being set out in the Design & Access included at Appendix 
1. In summary, this includes; 
 
 Highways – Transport Assessment and Travel Plan prepared in support of 

current application.  
 Flood Risk & Drainage – Flood Risk completed confirming site is at low flood risk 

and will not affect flood risk elsewhere. Outline drainage strategy, 
accommodating advice from landscape officers.  

 Landscape – Design and appearance of the scheme informed by a Landscape 
Visual Assessment.  

 Ecology – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Species-specific surveys 
completed.  
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 Heritage – Archaeology and heritage desk-based assessment highlighted the 
potential for archaeological interest which should be investigated prior to 
construction. 

 Nitrate Neutrality – nitrate loading assessment undertaken and appropriate 
mitigation in the form of off-site mitigation to be secured.  

 Trees & Ancient Woodland– tree survey and indicative protection measures 
completed. Proposal will not require loss or harm to woodland of individual trees. 

 Air Quality - An Air Quality Assessment was undertaken to assess road traffic 
emission (operation phase) and construction dust impacts (construction phase). 
Concluded no adverse impacts would result.  

 
5.2 Discussions have also taken place with the Town Council together with engagement with 

the local community.  
 

5.3 The site has been subject to significant survey and investigation and is deliverable now.  

6 Summary 
 

6.1 In summary, the Client supports the allocation of Land south of Ganger Farm, Romsey to 
assist in the delivery of housing requirements for the Borough.  
 

6.2 The representation confirm support for Policy 6 (SS6): Meeting the Housing Requirement 
and support the principle of development set out under Southern Area Policy 4 (SA4): 
Land South of Ganger Farm, Romsey. This subject to the suggested modifications to 
wording to reflect the evidence available for the site and responses to the live application 
currently being considered by the Council.  
 

6.3 The technical work completed to date and accompanying Design & Access Statement 
demonstrate that the site is capable of delivering a quality housing scheme during the 
course of the plan period. 
 

6.4 The Client would however request that minor amendments be made to the wording of 
the site specific policy to allow for a level of flexibility so that any future development can 
be aligned with local needs and not require mitigation that is unnecessary for the site. 
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Appendix 1: Design & Access Statement  





















3.	 S ITE CONTEXT

PLANNING CONTEXT

3.1 Section 38 (6) of the Planning and Compulsory Act 2004 and Section 
70 (2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 requires planning 
applications to be determined in accordance with the policies of the 
Development Plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 

THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN

3.2 The Development Plan for the purposes of the application comprises 
the Test Valley Revised Local Plan (2016) and the Hampshire Mineral and 
Waste Local Plan.

TEST VALLEY REVISED LOC AL PLAN 2011-2029 
(2016)  AND F IVE-YEAR REVIEW (2021)

3.3 The Test Valley Local Plan was adopted in 2016. As the Local Plan 
reached the five year anniversary of its adoption on 27 January 2021, a 
review was undertaken to ensure that the plan and its policies remain 
effective and to identify any areas which need to be reviewed in line with 
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019. 

3.4 The Part 1 assessment concluded that the spatial strategy is considered 
to remain sound and plan policies remain up to date and continue 
to provide a robust basis for decision making.  The Part 2 assessment 
concluded that NPPF 2019 requirements necessitate some new or 
additional policy which will be taken into account and considered in 
preparing the next Local Plan. 

3.5 The Council are working on a new Local Plan to cover the period to 
2040.  They are currently at the early stages with the Refined Issues and 
Options Consultation (Regulation 18) having taken place in 2020.

3.6 The following policies are relevant to the determination of this 
application:

•	 Policy COM2: Settlement Hierarchy
•	 Policy COM7:  Affordable Housing
•	 Policy COM15: Infrastructure
•	 Policy E1: High Quality Development in the Borough
•	 Policy E2: Protect, Conserve and Enhance the Landscape Character 

of the Borough
•	 Policy E5: Biodiversity
•	 Policy E6: Green Infrastructure
•	 Policy E7:  Water Management 
•	 Policy LHW1: Public Open Space
•	 Policy T1: Managing Movement
•	 Policy T2: Parking Standards
•	 Policy CS1: Community Safety

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 
AND GUIDANCE

3.7 At national level the National Planning Policy Framework 2021 (NPPF) 
sets out the Government’s most up-to-date policies against which all 
Development Plans should be prepared, and planning applications assessed. 
It is a material consideration that carries substantial weight.

3.8 The Framework sets out at paragraph 8 the three overarching 
objectives which comprise economic, social and environmental 
considerations.  The same paragraph confirms that these objectives are 
interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so 
that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across each of the 
different objectives).  The paragraph does not, however, state that net gains 
must be achieved across all three objectives for a proposal to constitute 
sustainable development. 

3.9 The presumption in favour of sustainable development is set out at 
Paragraph 11, which the Government maintains is at the heart of the 
Framework. For decision-taking the presumption in favour of sustainable 
development means:

c)  Approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date 
development plan without delay; or 
d)  Where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the 
policies which are most important for determining the application are 
out-of-date, granting permission unless:
	 i.  The application of policies in this Framework that protects 		
	 areas or assets of particular importance provides a 			 
	 clear reason for refusing the development proposed; or
	 ii.  Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and 		
	 demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the 		
policies in this Framework taken as a whole.

3.10 This means that where there are no relevant development plan 
policies, or the policies which are most important for determining the 
application are out-of-date (such as where the local planning authority 
cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites (footnote 
8)), planning permission should be granted. As the Council cannot currently 
demonstrate a 5-year HLS (as considered further below), paragraph 11 
(d) of the NPPF and the application of the ‘presumption’ for sustainable 
development is engaged.  The only caveat to this is set out above under 
paragraphs 11(d)(i) and (ii). 
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3.11 Paragraph 11 (d)(i) relates to footnote 7 and this sets out the areas 
and assets that should be protected.  However, it states that the policies 
that relate to them should only prevent the granting of permission where 
there are clear reasons for refusing development.  Where there are no clear 
reasons, paragraph 11 (d) (ii) requires any adverse impacts to significantly 
and demonstrably outweigh the benefits of the development.   

3.12 With regard to the delivery of new housing, Paragraphs 73 and 74 deal 
with the requirement for Local Planning Authorities (“LPAs”) to identify and 
update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide a 
minimum of five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirement.

OTHER MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS

3.13 Other documents that should be taken into consideration include:

HOUSING LAND SUPPLY 

3.14 This application is supported by an Interim Housing Supply Note. 
The note provides a review of the Five-Year Housing Land Supply position 
in Test Valley Borough Council for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 
2027, as well as an analysis of delivery for future five year periods and the 
emerging local plan.

3.15 The report therefore demonstrates that the Council are unable 
to demonstrate a five-year housing land supply. In this instance, the 
presumption in favour of sustainable development is engaged in accordance 
with para. 11 of the NPPF.

STRATEGIC HOUSING ECONOMIC LAND 
AVAILABIL ITY ASSESSMENT (SHELAA) (2021)

3.16 The site is assessed in the SHELAA 2021 under site reference 284, 
Ganger Farm (south). It has been assessed on the basis of 420 dwellings, 
delivering 240 dwellings in years 1-5 and 180 dwellings in years 6-10.  The 
assessment notes the wider site constraints including Ancient Woodland, 
Tree Preservation Orders, Nature Designations and location within the 
New Forest SPA Zone. It does also note that it is located adjacent to the 
town of Romsey which is identified as a Major Centre in the Local Plan 
Settlement Hierarchy.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING SPD (2020)

3.17 The Affordable Housing Supplementary Housing Document (SPD) 
was adopted and took effect from September 2020.  This document has 
been taken into consideration in the preparation of this application in that 
40% of dwellings will be provided as affordable, and at least 10% of the 
affordable rented will be provided in accordance with Build Regs Part M4 
(cat 2).

INTERIM POLICY POSITION: F IRST HOMES 
(DEC 2021)

3.18 This provides an update to the Affordable Housing SPD following 
changes in National Policy.  The key consideration within this statement is 
that 25% of affordable homes must be delivered as first homes.

ROMSEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

3.19 The Parish Council decided not to proceed past designation given the 
level of detail for Romsey within the Local Plan (2016). 

PLANNING BALANCE 

3.20 The site is identified in the Test Valley Local Plan as being located 
outside but adjoining the settlement boundary.  As such, development 
would be contrary to the locational and countryside protection policies 
of the Local Plan. However, given the Council’s inability to demonstrate a 
five-year housing land supply in line with NPPF, the policies for the supply 
of housing are considered out-of-date and carry limited weight. In such 
situations, the NPPF directs decision-makers to grant permission, unless 
either :

i. the application of policies in the Framework that protect areas or 
assets of particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing the 
development proposed; or 
ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this 
Framework taken as a whole.

3.21 As neither of the above are considered to apply in this instance, the 
presumption in favour of sustainable development is engaged.  

3.22 The Local Plan categorises Romsey as Major Settlement as it has a 
range of local services and facilities and as such can be a focus for new 
development. 
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5.	 DEVELOPMENT CHARACTER
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DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

5.1 The urban framework is set out in Figure 5.2 which 
is premised on the delivery of a connected, permeable 
and legible development that provides a framework for a 
sustainable community.  The design and layout respond to 
the new unique features of the site such as the topography 
and the abundance of existing vegetation, as well as the 
Phase 1 green infrastructure and residential aspects.

5.2 The overall framework of the masterplan is largely 
informed by the on-site constraints and opportunities. 
Key elements such as the topography and the Phase 1 
development provides much of the structure.  A strong 
sequence of streets and spaces across the site combine 
to provide a rich and diverse sense of place within the 
development, and is respectful of the landscape context in 
which this phase sits.

BLOCK STRUCTURE

5.3 The overall block structure has been informed by 
the constraints and opportunities of the site.  The blocks 
have been designed to ensure frontage and back-to-back 
distances comply with well established distances of 21m 
back-to-back and 11m side-on in order to maintain the 
privacy of the private amenity spaces and ensure natural 
surveillance of streets and spaces to create a high quality 
development.  This is also compatible with the character of 
existing development on the edge of Romsey.

5.4 The overall block pattern will provide an underlying 
variation in character that will support the existing 
proposed landscape setting and provide strong 
permeability throughout, working with desire lines of 
movement to the existing settlement boundary and 
proposed connection points.

5.5 Within the overarching block forms come the localised 
residential block variations with the development parcels 
that enable the opportunity to provide subtle variations in 
urban form and create distinctive pockets that will add a 
richness and variety to the masterplan.

5.6 Two forms of perimeter blocks are proposed to 
provide inherent activity and security to the plots:

•	 Back-to-back;
•	 Courtyard.

FOC AL SPACES

5.7 A sequence of linked spaces is proposed across the 
masterplan of varying forms and character to help with 
legibility across the development that will also respond 
to localised variations in character.  Figure 5.2 shows the 
sequence of spaces. 

FRONTAGE

5.8 Development frontage across the masterplan is an 
important aspect that will provide activity to routes and 
spaces and will assist in defining the character of streets 
and focus spaces that are to be created. 

LEGIBIL ITY

5.9 How residents and visitors interpret and understand 
the development is an important consideration.  The 
overall hierarchy of areas, spaces, streets and character all 
assist with understanding the area and providing ease of 
movement. 

5.10 In addition, focal buildings will act as markers within 
the development.  There are two levels of focal buildings, 
strategic and local; these will support the proposed focal 
spaces.

KEY BUILDINGS

5.11 These will operate as points of interest such as spaces 
and corner buildings within the various character areas.  

5.12 Each type of focal building can be defined by a 
combination of the following:

•	 Change in material; 
•	 Boundary treatment;
•	 Setback;
•	 Colour;
•	 Height; and/ or 
•	 Detailed building design. 
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ALLOTMENTS

6.6 The allotment area will contain various sized plots, with a communal shed for secure tool storage, mains water supply and 
central paths dividing up the plots.  The allotments will be surrounded by native hedgerow planting to encourage bees and insects 
aiding pollination of the crops, as well as fencing to provide security to the space.

6.7 Allotments integrate existing natural features that support quality of place, biodiversity and water harvesting/conservation/
management, and which address climate change.  This community asset will be a great benefit to residents, as allotment gardening is 
shown to increase physical and mental well-being, as well as giving a huge sense of achievement and sense of community.
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STREET HIERARCHY

7.5 The design of the proposed masterplan enables a simple and legible 
road hierarchy.  A principal route to the north of the site will provide a 
potential bus route connecting from Phase 1.  This is supplemented by a 
secondary route that will connect the southerly residential elements of the 
masterplan.  The secondary route will connect a range of tertiary roads 
and lanes.  The lowest order road will be private drives at the edges of the 
development, seeking to provide softened edges that respect and respond 
to the landscape setting. 
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9.	 CONCLUSION

9.1 The proposed masterplan set out within this document has evolved, based on the known constraints and opportunities 
of the site and extensive and regular consultation.  The masterplan has set about creating a wide range of landscape spaces 
that will create a distinctive extension to Phase 1.

9.2  The proposal seeks to overcome the physical separation of the site and the existing edge of Romsey through the 
appropriate placement of land uses, provision of connections to the existing settlement and relevant landscape features.  
The proposed development would create a heightened sense of permeability between the existing and new communities.

9.3 The masterplan provides a strong platform for the delivery of approximatively 309 homes which are to be designed 
using well regarded design principles, alongside extensive infrastructure additions from which future Reserved Matters can 
be informed and ensure the delivery of a high quality development and sustainable community.
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