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1.0 Introduction. 
 
1.1 The following representations are made by Pegasus Group on behalf of our client, 

Barratt David Wilson Homes (BDW). They are made in response to the current 
consultation by Test Valley Borough Council (TVBC) following publication of their Draft 
Regulation 18 Stage 2 Local Plan.  
 

1.2 This consultation is running between 6th February – 2nd April 2024. 
 

1.3 Barratt David Wilson Homes have an interest in Land to the south of Castle Lane, in 
Valley Park, Chandler’s Ford (“the site”). These representations and promotional work 
undertaken to date by Pegasus Group and Barratt David Wilson Homes have 
proactively set out a justification for allocating the site as a sustainable and attractive 
location for residential-led development.  
 

1.4 As a result, TVBC have allocated the subject site (along with additional land to the 
south, promoted by Wates) for residential-led development in the draft Local Plan. 
The site boundary identified in the draft Local Plan is extracted below. 

Figure 1 – Site Location Plan (extracted from Reg 18 Stage 2 Local Plan) 
 

1.5 The draft allocation is known as ‘Land at Velmore Farm’ and is set out as Southern 
Area Policy 6 (SA6) in the draft Local Plan. The northern extent of this site, demarcated 
by the purple dashed line added to Figure 1, above, is the parcel which BDW have an 
interest in. 
 

1.6 It is our understanding that the remainder of ‘Velmore Farm’ is promoted by Wates. 
Both parties have discussed the allocation and intend to collaborate to bring the site 
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2.0 Housing Need in Test Valley and South Hampshire. 
 
Standard Method Housing Need 
 

2.1 The TVBC Reg 18 Local Plan produces a current calculation of its housing need based 
on the standard method, of 11,000 homes required to be provided across the Test 
Valley Borough between 2020-2040. The equates to 550 homes needing to be 
delivered per year between 2020-2040. 
 

2.2 As part of their Local Plan evidence base, the Council have published their Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) which found that there is no growth funding or 
strategic infrastructure improvements proposed in or around the Borough that would 
justify increased housing needs above the standard method. 
 

2.3 However, at para 3.60, TVBC confirm that Havant Borough Council formally contacted 
them during their Reg 18 Stage 1 LP consultation requesting that TVBC help them to 
meet their unmet housing needs.  
 
Partnership for South Hampshire (PfSH) 
 

2.4 Para 3.61 acknowledges the Spatial Position Statement published by PfSH in December 
2023, setting out the current level of housing need and supply in South Hampshire.  
 

2.5 Para 2.17 of the draft Local Plan specifically identifies the well-reported unmet need 
across the sub-region of South Hampshire (which TVBC lies within) of approximately 
12,000 homes to 2036. TVBC confirm in their Reg 18 draft LP that the Council have 
worked collaboratively with authorities across South Hampshire on a range of strategic 
planning matters, including a joint evidence base. 
 

2.6 The Partnership for South Hampshire (PfSH) comprises a collaboration of Local 
Planning Authorities in the region, working together to facilitate strategic planning 
functions necessary to support growth. The Councils forming the partnership include: 
 

• Eastleigh Borough Council; 
• East Hampshire District Council (part); 
• Fareham Borough Council; 
• Gosport Borough Council; 
• Hampshire County Council (part); 
• Havant Borough Council; 
• New Forest District Council; 
• New Forest National Park (part); 
• Portsmouth City Council; 
• Southampton City Council; 
• Test Valley Borough Council (part); and  
• Winchester City Council (part). 

 
2.7 In December 2023, the PfSH published an updated Spatial Position Statement setting 

out the overall need for, and distribution of, development in South Hampshire. This 
Position Statement was produced collaboratively between the constituent authorities 
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at around 12,000. 
 

2.12 The Position Statement advocates a 2-stage approach to addressing the needs of 
those authorities that are currently unable to meet their needs (para 6.33-6.34): 

 
‘Stage one: in the short to medium term the following authorities should be able to 
meet and potentially exceed NPPF 2023 standard method-based housing needs 
in their respective local plan areas: 
 

• East Hampshire 
• Eastleigh 
• Fareham 
• Test Valley 
• Winchester. 

 
Stage two: in the longer term, the Broad Areas of Search for Growth, identified in 
SPS8 below, will be considered in local plans, including the contribution they can 
make to ongoing unmet housing need in the sub-region.’ 

 
2.13 The draft TVBC Local Plan sets out how the Council believe that they essentially meet 

the requirement of ‘Stage 1’ of the two-stage approach that PfSH endorses. The NPPF 
states at paragraph 67 that a Council failing to set out suitable policies to meet its 
identified housing need across a plan period, without exceptional circumstances, 
would render a plan unsound. TVBC are therefore according with the NPPF and the 
PfSH Position Statement in this regard, which our client is supportive of. 
 
Unmet need in the sub-region 
 

2.14 However, ‘Stage 1’ of the PfSH approach to meeting housing needs suggests that the 
above authorities should be able to ‘meet and potentially exceed’ NPPF 2023 standard 
method-based housing needs. The TVBC draft Local Plan only meets its housing 
requirement, it does not exceed it and does not set out any reason why it has not done 
so.  
 

2.15 National Policy (NPPF) is clear that where unmet housing need exists (as it does in 
South Hampshire), neighbouring authorities need to help provide or these housing 
needs.  
 

2.16 Para 35(a) of the NPPF states that local plans should ‘as a minimum, seek to meet the 
area’s objectively assessed needs, and is informed by agreements with other 
authorities, so that unmet need from neighbouring areas is accommodated’. This is 
despite the removal of the ‘duty to cooperate’ from the NPPF some years ago. 
 

2.17 However, TVBC have taken the decision to not seek to address any unmet need from 
neighbouring LPAs in this version of their new Local Plan (para 3.62): 

 
‘This is a challenging position for the Council as we recognise the increasing 
pressure from our neighbouring authorities in Southern Test Valley, but individual 
Local Plans need to progress with evidencing the level of unmet housing need they 
may have. As this has not been produced yet by the relevant neighbouring 
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authorities, we are unable to consider this at this time.’ 
 

2.18 Overall then, the Reg 18 Local Plan as currently drafted is almost wholly reliant upon its 
proposed allocations to deliver the 11,000 homes required across the plan period.  
 

2.19 This only serves to emphasise the importance of our clients’ site in meeting the 
housing needs of the Borough to 2040.  
 

2.20 It is on this basis that the site is firmly supported and should be retained as a strategic 
allocation in the next iteration of the TVBC Local Plan. 
 

2.21 The below section of our representations emphasises this point only further. 
 
‘Broad Areas for Search’ 

 
2.22 As discussed, 1st Stage of addressing the needs of those authorities that are unable to 

meet their housing need in full requires the aforementioned authorities (one of which 
being TVBC) to meet and potentially exceed their standard method housing needs.  
 

2.23 The current Reg 18 draft LP shows TVBC to be meeting its standard method housing 
requirement, so they are intending to conform with ‘Stage 1’. 
 

2.24 Moving forward, ‘Stage 2’ of the PfSH approach to responding to local unmet need 
identifies a list of ‘Broad Areas of Search for Growth’. The intention is that these 
geographic areas will be considered in local plans, including the contribution that they 
can make to on-going unmet housing need in the sub-region. Seven areas are 
identified. Two of these areas fall within Test Valley Borough: 

Figure 2 – SPS8, extracted from PfSH position Statement, December 2023 

2.25 As a result, both ‘East of Romsey’ and ‘South-west of Chandler’s Ford’ have been 
allocated within the current draft TVBC LP as Ganger Farm (Policy SA4) and Velmore 
Farm (Policy SA6), respectively.  
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2.26 TVBC are therefore directly responding to the PfSH Position Statement 
recommendations. This is welcome and firmly supported. The inclusion of both sites 
in the PfSH Position Statement only emphasises the importance of these sites as 
strategic allocations for residential-led development, to be delivered through a revised 
TVBC Local Plan 2040. 
 

2.27 Both sites are sustainably located and will contribute significantly towards TVBC’s 
housing needs across the plan period, together with other allocations in the plan. 
 

2.28 That said, the Broad Areas of Search have the combined potential to deliver around 
9,700 dwellings, against a shortfall of 12,000 dwellings. This leaves a balance of 2,300 
dwellings which are not addressed by PfSH. 
 

2.29 Whilst TVBC are intending to make a significant contribution towards the unmet need 
in the sub-region through strategic allocations in their own local plan (specifically, the 
inclusion of sites identified in PfSH Position Statement, amongst others to meet their 
housing need) there remains an important role for emerging Local Plans to continue to 
set out to allocate sufficient land to ensure the delivery of the Standard Methodology 
housing requirement as a minimum.   
 

2.30 It remains that south Hampshire LPAs, including TVBC, need to address the 2,300 
dwelling ‘gap’ in the very substantial housing delivery shortfall in the South Hampshire 
sub-region, identified by the PfSH Position Statement.  
 

2.31 TVBC have already acknowledged at para 3.60 of the draft LP, that Havant Borough 
Council formally contacted them during their Reg 18 Stage 1 LP consultation requesting 
help with meeting their unmet housing needs. There remains a significant unmet 
housing need in South Hampshire.  
 

2.32 On this basis, any change to TVBC’s minimum housing requirement during their plan 
period ought to be in the upward direction. 
 
Summary 
 

2.33 TVBC are capable of both meeting and [potentially] exceeding its own Standard 
Method housing needs. The Council are seeking to make a meaningful contribution to 
addressing the very substantial housing shortfall in South Hampshire by allocating land 
for residential development, including Velmore Farm, as identified within the PfSH 
Position Statement.  
 

2.34 Nevertheless, and moving forward, there remains a need for TVBC and other South 
Hampshire LPAs to collectively allocate land for 2,300 dwellings, being the balance in 
the 12,000-dwelling shortfall which is not addressed by the ‘Broad Areas of Search for 
Growth’ in the PfSH Position Statement (December 2023). 

 
2.35 It is therefore paramount that TVBC continue to allocate a sufficient supply of strategic 

scale sites for housing to meet their housing needs, including Velmore Farm. The site 
should continue to be allocated in the Regulation 19 version of the TVBC Local Plan. 
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3.0 The Draft Allocation (Policy SA6). 
 

3.1 The TVBC Regulation 18 Stage 2 draft LP proposes to allocate Velmore Farm for 
approximately 1070 dwellings and 1.5ha of employment land. The draft allocation is 
referenced within the draft Local Plan as Southern Area Policy SA6.  
 

3.2 This allocation is strongly supported by Barratt David Wilson Homes. Barratt David 
Wilson Homes have an interest in the northern section of the site, as set out in Figure 
1. 
 

3.3 As discussed in Section 2, the site forms a significant allocation and will make an 
important contribution towards the ability of the new Local Plan to meet and deliver 
its housing requirement across the plan period to 2040. 
 

3.4 The Reg 18 Stage 2 Local Plan sets out a co-ordinated approach to the master planning 
and delivery of this site. The site is jointly promoted by BDW (northern section, 
adjacent to Castle Lane) and Wates (the remainder of the site).  
 

3.5 Collaboration with TVBC, Hampshire County Council, Valley Park Parish Council and 
Chilworth Parish Council will be required to ensure the site is comprehensively 
planned. Connections will need to be included between the sites and this may provide 
for shared facilities. BDW endorse a coordinated approach to master-planning, 
however the sites should come forward as separate planning applications. 
 

3.6 Figure 1 currently shows that an ‘Indicative Main Access’ would be provided via a new 
roundabout arm on Templars Way. This would appear to be a logical main point of 
access to the site, so it is supported in principle. 
 

3.7 However, for an allocation of this scale, which includes 1070 dwellings, commercial 
development, a 1.5FE primary school, considerable public open space, BDW would 
firmly endorse that a second point of access to the site is required for the allocation, 
to ensure strong permeability and accessibility throughout the new neighbourhood.  
 

3.8 Due to our client’s site having a direct and unbroken boundary with Castle Lane, we 
strong advocate that a secondary point of access to our client’s site is provided 
directly from Castle Lane which serves the BDW site referred to in these 
representations.  
 

3.9 This secondary access would allow for access to new development within our client’s 
site, together with an emergency access from there into the wider allocation (Wates 
parcel) and pedestrian and cycle links between both.  
 

3.10 A further detailed justification for this, as well as possible highways safety 
improvements (including a speed limit reduction and traffic calming measures along 
Castle Lane) is set out in Section 4. 
 

3.11 Turning to the policy text, this is extracted from the Reg 18 Stage 2 LP, below: 
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Southern Area Policy 6 (SA6): Land at Velmore Farm  
 
A strategic housing allocation of approximately 1070 dwellings and 1.5 hectares of 
employment land is proposed at Land at Velmore Farm, Valley Park. Development 
will be permitted subject to:  
 

a) Provision of a 1.5 form entry (FE) primary school on site,  
 
b) Provision of a significant area of high quality and accessible Green Space in 
the south and west of the site,  
 
c) Provision of onsite Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG) in 
relation to the New Forest Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar Site,  
 
d) Appropriate mitigation in relation to the Solent Special Protection Area 
(SPA),  
 
e) Appropriate mitigation in relation to the River Itchen Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC),  
 
f) Submission of an archaeological assessment to inform conservation of 
archaeological remains of the former Roman road,  
 
g) Access to the development via Templars Way and Castle Lane [Pegasus 
Group addition],  
 
h) The enhancement of existing public rights of way, and  
 
i) A sequential approach will be taken within the site to direct development to 
areas at lowest risk of flooding taking into account flood risk from all sources 
including surface water flooding. 

 
3.12 In summary, we support the policy text set out above, with a single change to the 

wording set out in in red. This minor amendment to the policy text is justified in Section 
4. 
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4.0 Secondary Access via Castle Lane. 
 

4.1 Draft Policy SA6 confirms the main vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access to the 
Velmore Farm allocation is proposed via Templars Way. This is supported. This is a 
logical main point of access to the residential-led development. 
 

4.2 However, it is the position of BDW that 2no. different points of vehicular access to the 
allocation should be provided, and the second of these should be provided from Castle 
Lane, on the northern extent of the allocation. 
 

4.3 This is on account of the scale of the new development proposed within Policy SA6. It 
is amongst the largest allocations within the TVBC Reg 18 Draft LP.  
 

4.4 Approximately 1070 new dwellings are proposed, together with a new 1.5 form entry 
primary school, and considerable public open space (including SANG). The new 
neighbourhood proposed at Velmore Farm will be a significant urban extension, 
providing much-needed new homes and a new community within and alongside the 
existing settlement of Valley Park.  
 

4.5 Recent dialogue with Hampshire and IoW Fire and Rescue Service (HIWFRS) has 
confirmed the importance of secondary accesses to residential developments of this 
scale. Appendix A provides a planning application response from HIWFRS in March 
2024 on an application in Warsash (Fareham Borough Council), for 126 new homes. 
This is considerably less than the proposed allocation at Velmore Farm (Policy SA6).  
 

4.6 The response from HIWFRS (Appendix A) is quoted below: 
 

‘HIWFRS would always recommend more than one access route to ensure a 
major incident can be handled effectively’ 

 
4.7 With considered master-planning, we advocate a secondary access to the allocation 

site from Castle Lane.  
 

4.8 This would serve the ‘BDW site’ (north of the purple line on Figure 1), with emergency 
access into the wider Velmore Farm site. The Templars Way access would remain the 
primary access to the majority of the allocation (Wates parcel). Pedestrian and cycle 
connectivity would be provided between both elements of the SA6 allocation. 
 

4.9 The existing condition of Castle Lane, together with recommendations for highways 
safety and sustainable travel improvements, are discussed below. 
 
Castle Lane – Existing conditions 
 

4.10 Castle Lane facilitates access between Chandlers Ford and North Baddesley. The road 
measures approximately 5.5m in width and is bordered by vegetation on both sides 
of the carriageway. To the east, Castle Lane forms a signalised crossroads with 
Knightwood Road, Raglan Close and Templars Way. Approximately 130m west of those 
crossroads, the speed limit changes from 40mph to derestricted (60mph) which is 
retained along the rest of the site frontage. 
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4.11 Castle Lane itself was recently (2023) re-laid and re-lined by the Highways Authority. 
The road surface is in a good condition. 
 

4.12 Castle Lane is not provided with footways directly abutting the carriageway. However, 
a continuous footway / cycleway is provided on the northern side of Castle Lane. This 
route is segregated from the road by some vegetation and trees, and forms part of 
National Cycle Network Route 24. This provides access to Chandlers Ford and 
Eastleigh to the east and North Baddesley and Romsey to the west. 
 

4.13 This footway / cycle way on Castle Lane continues onto Knightwood Road and 
Templars Way to the east of the site. The route is in good condition and can be seen 
below, on Figure 3. 

Figure 3 – HCC PROW Map (extract from HCC Website) 
 

4.14 Also shown on Figure 3, there is a bridleway (green line, ref. 050/6/1) which aligns the 
western boundary of the site and the wider allocation. This quite naturally connects 
with the pedestrian / cycle path on the northern side of Castle Lane, as well as the 
footpath which runs northwards along the western edge of Valley Park, shown in Figure 
3 above (purple line, ref. 269/707/1). 
 

4.15 This bridleway currently generates existing ped / cycle crossing movements on Castle 
Lane without control on a 60mph (unrestricted) section of the road. This unsafe from 
a highway safety perspective.  
 

4.16 These ped / cycle movements will increase in their frequency once new development 
comes forward at Velmore Farm, due to new residents and existing Valley Park 
residents seeking to access facilities, services and open space on foot. 
 
Castle Lane – Proposed Access and Highways Safety Improvements 
 

4.17 Some technical work has been undertaken by BDW’s project highways engineer in 
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designing a potential vehicular access to the site. The findings suggest that the most 
suitable access location is proposed to be approximately 80m west of the existing 
sub-station access on Castle Lane.  
 

4.18 This location would provide the safest access / aggress to and from the site and 
present a minimal impact in terms of the amount of vegetation to be removed to 
facilitate a new access.  
 

4.19 Given the current speed limit arrangements on Castle Lane across the site frontage 
(mostly unrestricted), BDW would intend to discuss potential traffic calming measures 
with Hampshire County Council as the relevant highways authority.  
 

4.20 Such discussions could include a speed limit reduction along an appropriate stretch 
of Castle Lane. Potential crossing points to the cycle / footway on the northern side of 
Castle Lane would also be explored with the highways authority. This would improve 
pedestrian and cycle connectivity to Valley Park. Such enhancements would also allow 
safe movement for pedestrian and cyclists into the new development from Valley Park 
and North Baddesley, enabling enhanced access to existing and new facilities. 
 

4.21 Furthermore, an internal pedestrian route within the site could provide access out to 
the junction of Templars Way/Castle Lane/Knightwood Road/Raglan Close, and strong 
connectivity to the remainder of the allocation and new neighbourhood. 
 

4.22 In reference to the Bridleway (ref. 050/6/1) which aligns the western boundary of the 
site, it is suggested that a gateway feature be explored, including TRO to restrict 
speeds to 30mph and a signalised Toucan crossing at this point.  
 

4.23 These opportunities should be explored to improve the non-motorised network and 
improve not only pedestrian and cycle connectivity, but also the bridleway and PROW 
network for existing and new users. Such enhancements will generate increased 
uptake of active travel modes, and support healthy lifestyles.  
 

4.24 All of the above issues emphasise the need for a formal secondary vehicular access 
to the site from Castle Lane, together with highways safety enhancements / upgrades 
along Castle Lane to benefit all users. 
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5.0 The Site and Delivery Benefits. 
 
The site 
 

5.1 As set out in promotional material to date, the site comprises a 6.23ha field, south of 
Castle Lane and adjacent to the southern extent of Valley Park, Chander’s Ford. 
 

5.2 The southern boundary of the site meets with the wider draft allocation of Velmore 
Farm, promoted by Wates, as per Figure 1.  
 

5.3 Figure 4, below, is borrowed from TVBC’s Strategic Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment (SHELAA), January 2024. 
 

Figure 4 – Site Location (extracted from TVBC SHELAA, January 2024) 
 
Delivering new homes, including affordable dwellings 
 

5.4 There is widely acknowledged to be a housing crisis in the United Kingdom. The 
allocation of this sustainable site for new homes provides an opportunity, at a local 
level, to make a significant contribution to TVBC’s housing needs.   
 

5.5 Draft Policy HOU1 sets out that the new Local Plan will require all new residential 
development (above 15 or more dwellings) to deliver 40% affordable housing. A mix of 
homes should be provided to meet local housing need.  
 

5.6 A development of this site would deliver 40% affordable dwellings and meet the draft 
Local Plan policy requirements set out in Policy HOU1. 
 
Sustainability  
 

5.7 Paragraph 4.188 of the draft Local Plan confirms that ‘the site provides an opportunity 
to deliver a strategic allocation of approximately 1,070 dwellings at a sustainable 
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location with potential for a provision of community hub/ local centre and employment 
uses of up to 1.5 hectares.’ 
 

5.8 We agree with this summary and have previously provided evidence to demonstrate 
that the site would form a sustainable extension to Valley Park. This is on account of 
the site’s proximity to strong range of services and facilities in Valley Park, Chandler’s 
Ford, Eastleigh and Southampton. Many of these facilities are within walking distance 
of the site. 
 

5.9 The site is also well connected to public transport options. There are several bus stops 
available on Templars Way and Knightwood Road, with the closest northbound and 
southbound bus stops located c.80m (a minute walk) to the south of the crossroads.  
 

5.10 These bus stops are supported by demarcated laybys, shelters, flag poles and 
timetable information. The bus stops on Templars Way and Knightwood Road provide 
access to the Bluestar 5. The Bluestar 5 service is a regular bus service which operates 
from Boyatt Wood to Romsey via Eastleigh, Chestnut Avenue and North Baddesley. 
This service operates hourly Monday to Saturday between 06:30 – 18:30. Journeys to 
both Romsey and Eastleigh on this service take approximately 20 minutes. 
 

5.11 In addition, Chandlers Ford Railway Station is accessible within an 18-minute bus 
journey or an 11-minute cycle from the signal crossroads. This station provides services 
to Romsey and Salisbury every hour, via Eastleigh, Southampton Airport Parkway and 
Southampton Central  
 

5.12 The site forms a sustainable location for new residential development. 
 
Accessibility and Movement 
 

5.13 As discussed in Section 4, the site presents an opportunity to make highways safety 
and pedestrian / cycle accessibility improvements along Castle Lane.  
 

5.14 Such improvements could include traffic calming measures, a speed limit reduction 
along an appropriate stretch of Castle Lane, potential signalised crossing points to the 
cycle / footway on the northern side of Castle Lane and an internal pedestrian route 
within the site to provide access out to the junction of Templars Way/Castle 
Lane/Knightwood Road/Raglan Close. 
 

5.15 Accessibility and a strong pedestrian and cycle movement framework throughout the 
entire allocation is intended to be delivered within BDW’s land interest. Para 4.191 
states that ‘development will be required to integrate with existing pedestrian, 
cycleways and public transport connections including existing public rights of way to 
Valley Park, Romsey and Eastleigh’.  
 

5.16 Para 4.190 states that ‘there are two landowners on this site and a comprehensive 
masterplan will need to be prepared by the site promoters. The built development will 
be predominantly focussed to the middle, north and northeast of the site.’ 
 

5.17 Both of these principles set out in the draft Local Plan are supported by BDW. 
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Ecology and Biodiversity 
 

5.18 The site currently comprises two fields of semi-improved neutral grassland with 
woodland boundaries. The grassland and scattered scrub is of low ecological value.  
 

5.19 A wet ditch runs north to south through the eastern part of the site, which is flanked 
by woodland, with further established planting on the NE corner of the site where it 
meets with Templars Way / Castle Lane. 
 

5.20 Directly to the west of the site is a SINC designated for the unimproved grassland and 
heathlands that it encompasses. That heathland and grassland are now dominated by 
woodland, so the SINC has drifted from its original designation / criterion. Nevertheless, 
its ecological value is acknowledged and will be considered in scheme design. The 
draft Local Plan references this at paragraph 4.192. 
 

5.21 Any new development on the subject site will address the site constraints via an 
ecological mitigation hierarchy and considered design. Valuable habitats will be 
strengthened and retained on site, including the wet ditch and woodland boundaries. 
Adequate buffers will be provided where necessary, along with a sensitive scheme of 
lighting design. Compensatory measures will be designed into the proposals where 
necessary.  
 

5.22 10% BNG will be delivered, in accordance with local and national planning policy. 
 
Flood Risk and Drainage 
 

5.23 Para 4.199 of the Reg 18 Local Plan acknowledges a small area of surface water flooding 
along the western and southern western boundary of the site.  
 

5.24 Surface water runoff from the proposed development will be managed effectively 
through the implementation of a SuDS-based drainage scheme for the site, in line with 
LLFA and national requirements.  
 

5.25 For this site, source control measures such as rainwater harvesting, permeable paving 
and swales could be explored to be delivered alongside strategic attenuation basins. 
These water management features will be integrated into site design from the outset. 
 
Summary 
 

5.26 Per the Draft Local Plan allocation (Policy SA6), the subject site (together with land to 
the south) is a sustainable location for new residential-led development on the south-
western edge of Valley Park and Chandler’s Ford.  
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6.0 Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 
 

6.1 Alongside the Regulation 18 Stage 2 Local Plan, TVBC have published an Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) which forms part of the evidence base for the emerging Local Plan.  
 

6.2 Page 66-68 of the IDP sets out the identified infrastructure required to accompany 
and enable the delivery of Velmore Farm (SA6) as a strategic allocation for residential-
led development. 
 

6.3 As referenced in Section 4 of these representations, BDW would advocate that the IDP 
include a secondary access to the site from Castle Lane, as part of the proposed 
‘Highways’ infrastructure. The relevant section of the IDP is extracted below. 

Figure 5 – SA6 Infrastructure Requirements extract (extracted from TVBC IDP, Jan 2024) 
 

6.4 In much the same way as the main site access from Templars Way, a secondary access 
from Castle Lane would include the provision of on and off-site highways 
improvements, overseen by HCC Highways. The costs for these improvements would 
follow further feasibility work and engagement with Hampshire County Council. 
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8.0 Summary and Conclusions. 
 

8.1 These representations to the TVBC Regulation 18 Stage 2 Local Plan consultation are 
made on behalf of Barratt David Wilson Homes.  
 

8.2 The allocation of ‘Land at Velmore Farm’ (Policy Southern Area 6) within the Regulation 
18 Local Plan is firmly supported. The proposed allocation represents an opportunity 
to deliver a comprehensively planned new neighbourhood as a sustainable extension 
to the settlement of Valley Park. 
 

8.3 The site will make a significant contribution to meeting TVBC’s Housing Requirement 
across the plan period and address a significant under-delivery in housing in South 
Hampshire. Indeed, the site has been identified as an ‘Area of Search for Growth’ in the 
recent Partnership for South Hampshire Position Statement in December 2023. 
 

8.4 BDW’s site presents a draft allocation which is sustainably located, has no constraints 
or barriers to delivery, has a sole-owner and is capable of accommodating a 
development which will not bring about any detrimental impacts to landscape, 
ecology, heritage, or the amenity of neighbouring properties. 
 

8.5 There are no overriding technical constraints to development of this site and its future 
delivery presents the opportunity for significant benefits to existing and new residents 
in Valley Park, Chandler’s Ford and wider southern Test Valley. 

 
8.6 We therefore strongly endorse the continued allocation of Velmore Farm (Policy SA6) 

in the Council’s Regulation 19 Local Plan. 
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Appendix A - Planning application response from HIWFRS r.e Secondary 

Access (March 2024) 
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Appendix B – Site Vision Document (October 2023) 
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