ROMSEY TOWN COUNCIL RESPONSE TO
THE TEST VALLEY BOROUGH LOCAL PLAN 2040 REGULATION 18 STAGE 2
CONSULTATION

This response is in two parts. The first part highlights matters that are of greatest concern to
Romsey Town Council (RTC); the second part is RTC’s detailed comments on all the proposed
policies.

PART 1 - MATTERS OF GREATEST CONCERN

Settlement Hierarchy

RTC has concerns about the methodology used for establishing the settlement hierarchies and
the conclusions reached. RTC believes that Wellow and King’s Somborne should be in tier 2.

Housing Allocation

RTC believes that rural settlements should take their share of new housing rather than no housing
at all. (SS1, SS3, SS4, SS5, & table 3.3). This is in the interest of ensuring vitality of the villages
and fairness of allocation. Currently 20% of TVBC by population is rural but only 5% of the housing
is allocated there.

RTC objects to the current policy in that it does not specifically allocate housing to the tier 3
settlements.

Employment Sites and Local Gap

RTC, while recognising the need for employment sites, objects to proposals that extend Abbey
Business Park immediately south of the A27 as this will dramatically reduce the perceived local
gap between Romsey and North Baddesley. (SA10).

RTC objects to the SA10 allocation.

Romsey Settlement Boundary

The settlement boundary proposal for Romsey has perversities that we question, for example
separating Mountbatten School playing fields from the school and designating Woodley cemetery
as countryside. We query why the north side of Crampmoor Lane is within the settlement
boundary, but the southern side is countryside.

Designating ‘land north of Oxlease’ as countryside is welcomed as long as it really does preserve
that site from development. (SS2). RTC enquires if any special status could be given to the land
given its proximity to Fishlake Meadow nature reserve.

We note that land between Southampton Road and the railway is included within the settlement
boundary.



Local Gap

Local gap: the current local gap between Romsey and North Baddesley is sacrosanct and must
be preserved. (ENV4). In particular, the gap as observed from the A27 is vital to preserve as it is
the key public viewpoint.

RTC objects to the proposed reduction in the Romsey — North Baddesley local gap.

Land south of Ganger Farm, Romsey

RTC Is strongly opposed to the current undetermined application for outline planning permission at
land south of Ganger Farm and hence its allocation in the draft local plan. In particular RTC
objects to the only access being down through the existing Kings Chase estate and ultimately

through Scorey’s Crescent. Consideration must be given to another access point. (SA4).

RTC objects to the allocation of Ganger Farm phase 2 (SA4). Would Hillier's Brentry Nursery be
preferable? We accept that if we object to the development of a site, then another will have to be
found within Romsey.

Further Sites

There is still the matter of the Brewery brownfield site that Romsey is desperate to have developed.

We also believe that there should be agreed reserved housing allocations to action should the
housing land supply fall below 5 years.

Delivering High Quality Development

Delivering high quality development is subjective; needs more definition, including what is
actually possible considering central government rules. (General, SA2 & DES1).

Open Space Provision

There is a need to look at open space provision in Romsey. (HE1) possibly including informal
(kick about) recreation area(s) in easy reach of the town centre.

Infrastructure

The delivery of infrastructure is a matter that exercises councils and residents alike although some
are not local planning matters. Consideration needs to be given to the strategic planning of
infrastructure. Many housing developments happen in isolation and with little thought about overall
infrastructure needs, especially roads.

The suggestion that primary care GPs should only be about extending existing sites is perverse in
an expanding town and will encourage unnecessary traffic movements because these are all in
the centre of Romsey. (COM1)

Wording

A general comment: a considerable amount of the language in the policies is vague and needs to
be more precise. It also must relate to HMG regulations and what is actually possible (e.g. solar
panels on properties in new developments).
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Romsey Town Council

EXTRAORDINARY FULL COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes of the Meeting held on 26" March 2024

In the Chair: Clir. J. Parker

Attendance:
A Councillor C. Birkett P Councillor N. Gwynne
P Councillor J. Burnage P Councillor R. Kohli
P Councillor M. Cooper P Councillor J. Parker
P Councillor J. Critchley A Councillor J. Ray
A Councillor I. Culley A Councillor J. Urquhart
P Councillor S. Gidley P Councillor S. Wilkinson
P Councillor A. Goddard P Councillor C. Burgess
A Councillor R. Theron

Clerk: Judith Giles Public: 0

. APOLOGIES

Apologies received from Clir. J. Ray, Clir. R. Theron and Clir. J. Urquhart

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
CliIr. J. Burnage — Crampmoor Site

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None

TEST VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN 2040
RECOMMENDATION: Itis PROPOSED by ClIIr. J. Critchley and SECONDED by CIir. 1.
Culley to send attached comments to Test Valley Borough Council in response to
Regulation 18, Stage 2 Draft Plan

RESOLUTION NO. 20/49

It was RESOLVED to send attached comments to Test Valley Borough Council in
response to Regulation 18, Stage 2 Draft Plan subject to minor amendment to our
comment on HE1(open recreation space)

PROPOSED: CIIr. J. Critchley

SECONDED: CIIr. l. Culley

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Council thanked ClIr. J. Critchley for Summary Paper and CIIr. J. Parker

for Policy by Policy comments

Meeting Closed 8.14 p.m.
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