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Work Schedule 2024-2034 

Objective Prescription Compartment 
Year 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 

Maintain and 

increase habitat 

for water voles 

Cut one third of the bank once 

per year (in accordance with EA 

regulations on flood prevention 

1,4,7,9,14 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Control Invasive 

ragwort 

Pull by hand and remove from site Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Make safe any 

dangerous trees 

Remove unsafe trees from site. 

Leave deadwood on site if 

possible 

Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Conduct surveys 

where necessary  

Undertake surveys at appropriate 

time of year e.g. water vole, otter, 

bat, birds, terrestrial and aquatic 

invertebrates, higher and lower 

plant and reptile.  

            

Bats Whole Site *   * *   *    

             

Water vole/otter Whole Site *  *     *    

Birds Whole Site  * *         

Terrestrial invertebrates Whole Site  * *   *      

Aquatic invertebrates Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Higher and lower plants Whole Site * * *    * *     

Visitor  Whole Site   *    *     



 

Work Schedule 2024-2034 

Objective Prescription Compartment 
Year 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 

Butterflies Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Monitor fishing 

within Mill Lake 

Continue to bailiff fishing on Mill 
Lake 

1 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Annual feedback questionnaire, 
including species list 

1 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Cut grass and 
remove arisings  

Cut to differing sward heights 
twice yearly (first cut in March and 

second in October) 

2a,2b,15,16 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Keep footpaths 
accessible 

Where no formal footpath exists 
cut grass twice yearly in March 
and October or as needed 

2a,2b,8 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Cut weed within Mill 
Lake to aid fishing 

Cut and remove of site aquatic 
weed 3 times yearly in April June 
and September or as required 

1 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Maintain swims for 
fishing 

Cut swims hedges and paths 1 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Maintain fishing platforms and 
replace where necessary 

1 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Install new platforms on remaining 
swims (swims 1,3,5, 6, 8, 10, 

11,12) one yearly 

1 * * * *         

Coppice/pollard Coppice/pollard species where 
necessary to maintain healthy 

trees 

 

 

6,7,14   *  *  *  *  *  



 

Work Schedule 2024-2034 

Objective Prescription Compartment 
Year 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 

Maintain hedgerow 
 

Maintain and gap up hedgerow 
where necessary. Lay hedge 
every 7 years. 

 

2b       *     

8         *   

16 * *    *    *  

Reinstate chalk 
grassland 

Maintain scrub at current extent to 
avoid encroachment 

2a,15 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Maintain fruit trees Practice regulated pruning to 
prolong life and maintain good 
fruit production 

16  *  *  *  *  *  

Mulch Trees 16 * * *  *  *  *  * 

Reduce nettles Reduce the extent of nettles 
through cut and collection to 
reduce nutrient loading and 
encourage increased diversity 

16 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Control non-native 
species 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Remove sycamore trees and 
saplings 

Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Control spread of Japanese 
knotweed by injecting with 
Roundup Biactive in spring or as 
required 

2a * * * * * * * * * * * 

Monitor site for mink and control if 
necessary 

7,14 * * * * * * * * * * * 

Control spread of organge 
balsalm 

Whole site * * * * * * * * * * * 



 

 

  

Work Schedule 2024-2034 

Objective Prescription Compartment 
Year 

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 

Improve water 
quality of Mill Lake 

 

Thin trees around lake to reduce 
wind shadow 
 

1 * * *         

Existing and 
possible future 
threat of fly tipping 

Surveillance of fly tipping  Whole site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Litter and dog mess Continue to encourage removal of 
litter and dog mess through 
education and wardening 

Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Litter picks to be conducted 
weekly or as required 

Whole Site * * * * * * * * * * * 

Enhance riparian 
zone 
 

Undertake maintenance of 
faggots to ensure continued 
effectiveness 

7,14 As required or when material is available 

Fill in behind faggots using woody 
debris to encourage silt deposits 
and the establishment of riparian 
vegetation 
 

Cut grass and 
remove arisings 
 

Cut grass using Allen Sythe. Rake 
by hand to encourage dispersal of 
wildflower seeds (October) 
 

8 * * * * * * * * * * * 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

No Component of Task Hazard Nos. at 
Risk 

Consequence Existing Control Measures Residual Risk 
Rating 

L S Risk 

1 Contact with 
water/surrounding land  

Contact with 

biological 

diseases 

including 

Leptospirosis & 

Weils disease, 

Hep A, B, and 

C. Tetanus, 

Lyme disease, 

Avian influenza  

1< Serious illness, possible 

fatality  

1)  Ticks - Keep arms and legs 
covered when walking in 
woodland/grassland. Check for 
ticks regularly and remove 
immediately if found. Light 
coloured clothing makes ticks 
easier to spot. Please see 
enclosed leaflet for details.  

2) Cover wounds with a waterproof 
dressing. If a new wound occurs 
seek medical attention. 

3) Clean hands with antibacterial 
hand wash or wipes before 
consuming food, drinking or 
smoking.  

4) If symptoms develop seek 
medical attention immediately. 

5) Do not touch needles. Do not 
touch dead animals or animal 
faeces. Refer to up-to-date  
DEFRA guidance on avian 
influenza. 

 

 

2 4 Med 

2 Bending and kneeling 
in long vegetation  

Contact with 

refuse, litter 

broken glass ï 

general injury.   

1 Minor injury/infection 1) Inspect area for sharps/broken 
glass before starting an activity.  

2) Clear any rubbish that is safe to 
do so or use alternative location.  

3) Remind visitors of control 
measures.  

4) Refer medical waste/syringes to 
group leader. Sharps box and 

   



 

PPE to be used by trained 
personnel only.  

3 Working close to 
deep/fast moving water  

Falling in water  1 Minor injuries, exposure to 

cold/ hypothermia, risk of 

fatality from drowning 

1) Children under 16 must be 
accompanied by a responsible 
adult.   

2) Assess suitability of site before 
entering the water.  

3) Entry based on depth, flow, 
water quality, substrate type 
(gravel, silt etc.), bank condition 
and previous weather 
conditions. 

4) Remind of control measures.  
5) Supervising officer on waterôs 

edge should always carry a 
throwline.  

6) Staff should have appropriate, 
up to date water safety training. 

 

1 3 Low 

4 Working outside in 

cold/heat/wind/rain 

Exposure to 

extreme 

elements- risk 

of hyperthermia 

or hypothermia, 

heatstroke, high 

winds/danger of 

falling objects 

1< Major illness/injury 1) Adjust programme to avoid 
extremes.  

2) Wear appropriate clothing, 
waterproofs, hat, sunscreen etc. 

3) Take regular breaks and 
refreshments.  

4) Have water available take 
regular breaks. 

5) Remind of control measures. 
6) Follow met office guidelines 

regarding weather warnings.  
7) Do not run school visits during 

extreme temperatures 30 
degrees +  

2 2 Low 



 

5 Walking on non-

surfaced routes 

Slips, trips and 

falls 

1< Minor injuries such as 

twisted ankles, cuts and 

bruising 

1) Beware of potential uneven 
ground, rabbit holes etc.  

2) Wear appropriate footwear with 
ankle support and good grip. 

3) Inspect site before 
commencement of visit.  

4) Identify areas of greatest risk 
and avoid.  

5) Remind of control measures. 

4 1 Low 

6 Walking/kneeling in 

areas accessible to 

Dogs  

Contact with 

dog 

faeces/Toxocar

a 

1 Serious illness/ infection 

(loss of sight) 

1) Be vigilant whilst walking around 
sites.   

2) If contact with dog faeces occurs 
wash hands and other areas of 
contact thoroughly.  

3) Do not touch face. 

1 3 Low 

7 Interaction with 

members of the public 

Violence and 

aggression  

1< Verbal/physical aggression  1) Awareness of potential for 
aggressive or difficult members 
of the public.  

2) Withdraw rather than face 
conflict.  

3) Avoid lone working where 
possible.  

4) Have functioning mobile phone 
available. 

5) Use Orbis app where 
appropriate. 

1 3 Low  

8 Contact with animals 

living on or visiting the 

site 

Bites, 

scratches, 

Avian Influenza   

1 Injury & infection from 

bites/ scratches  

1) Avoid contact with loose dogs. 
2) Seek medical attention if bitten 

or scratched and report to 
police/dog warden and event 
organiser.  

3) Refer to up-to-date DEFRA 
guidance on avian influenza 

4) Up to date Tetanus vaccination. 
5) Remind of controls.  

1 3 Low  



 

6) Do not touch dead animals or 
animal faeces 

9 Contact with 

biting/stinging insects  

Allergic 

reaction, 

irritation  

1< Injury/infection/allergic 

reaction  

1) Inspect area prior to 
commencement of visit.  

2) Do not walk near bee, wasp or 
hornet nests.  

3) Be aware of signs and 
symptoms of anaphylaxis. 

4) Phone emergency services 
immediately if symptoms of 
anaphylaxis or if sting victim 
known to be allergic.  

5) Those with allergies should 
always have their medication 
available.  

6) Clean sting/bite site 
immediately. 

7) Alert group leader to any 
relevant allergies prior to 
commencement of visit.  

2 2 Low 

10 Contact with Trees, 

shrubs and 

irritant/dangerous 

plants  

allergic reaction  1  Injury/ infection/allergic 

reaction  

1) Awareness of risk.  
2) Carry out site inspection before 

commencement of visit. 
3) Identifying hazardous plants and 

avoid.  
4) Wear long sleeves and trousers 

where possible.  
5) Wash hands after contact and 

before eating or drinking or 
smoking 

2 2 Low 



 

11  Working with tools to 

include - Bow 

saws/Loppers/Litter 

pickers/Secateurs/Rak

es/Wheelbarrows/iron 

bar/driveall  

Using sharp/ 

heavy tools 

1 Cuts, scratches, head 

injuries  

1) wear appropriate PPE (gloves/eye 

protection/hard hat/bump cap for iron bar 

and driveall use/steel toe boots) to 

protect from injury from inappropriate 

usage.  

2) Do not wear a glove on the hand 

holding the saw when felling trees.  

3) Do not hang saws/equipment from 

branches. 

4) Count tools back in after finishing. 

2 2 Low  

12  Working with large/ 

heavy/ multiple objects  

Heavy objects,  

Manual 

handling 

1 Injuries caused by manual 

handling 

1) Do not move or lift objects that 
are too heavy.  

2) Two handed lifts may be 
appropriate.  

3) Break down load into smaller 
manageable loads or seek 
assistance.  

4) Use good lifting technique. 
Ensure volunteers are 
comfortable in carrying out the 
task and have taken regular 
breaks 

5) Demonstrate correct lifting/ 
manual handling technique 

2 2 Low  
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APPENDIX II 

Species Records 
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  C Bird Records 
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  G Water voles 
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  I Invertebrate Survey 

  J Water Assessment and Management 



 

A - Fresh Water Invertebrates 

The data below has been gathered during school visits. A typical collecting day consists of four sessions. 

Six groups of children in each session collect from the water using nets with 1 mm mesh. These are sorted 

through in white trays and a selection of animals taken from the trays and put into smaller pots. Animals 

from all trays are used to compile a list for the day. Towards the end of the session, each group estimates 

the numbers of particular animal types in their tray.  The list below shows the recorded species list for 

each year from 2014 - 2025. 

Although there is considerable variation in the collecting effort and accuracy of each group, the number 

of repetitions does provide a degree of validity to the data, at least with respect to observing trends, and 

this is the main reason for gathering the data. 

Animals recorded during the school visits 

2020 - 2021 ALL SCHOOL VISITS CANCELLED DUE TO COVID 

 
        

  

Hydra           

Flatworm * * * * * * * * * * 

Lumbriculus * * * *      * 

Fish Leech ï 

Piscicola 
* * 

 
* * * 

 * 
* * 

Leech ï 

Theromyzon 
* * 

      * * 

Leech - Erpobdella * *  *      * 

Amber Snail * *  *  *  *   

Snail - Bythinia * * * * * *  *  * 

Bladder Snail *  *        

Great Pond Snail * * * * * *  * * * 

Ramshorn Snail * * * * * *  * * * 

Orb Shell * * * * * *  * *  

Waterflea - 

Daphnia 

 
* * * * * 

 * 
* * 

Waterflea - 

Cyclops 
* * * * * * 

    



 

Freshwater Shrimp * * * * * *  * * * 

Hog-louse * * * * * *  * * * 

Mayfly * * * * *    * * 

Hawker Dragonfly   * *  *    * 

Darter Dragonfly  * *  *      

Damselfly * * * * * *  * * * 

Water Measurer * * * *      * 

Pond Skater 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Water Cricket    
* 

      

Water Scorpion 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Water Stick insect * * * * *     * 

Saucer Bug 
* 

    *     

Greater Water 

Boatman 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Lesser Water 

Boatman 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Caddis - stick case * * * * * * * * * * 

Caddis - stone 

case 
* * * * * * * * * * 

Caddis - green leaf 

case 
* * * * * * 

    

Alderfly * * 
       * 

Giant Cranefly * * 
        

Phantom midge 
   

* *    * * 

Bloodworm * * * * * *  * * * 

Biting midge 
 

* * * *      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Non-biting midge * * * * * *  * * * 

Scavenger Beetle 
 

* 
        

Diving Beetle -  

Dytiscidae 
* * * * * * 

  * * 

Beetle Haliplus * * * * * *    * 

Diving Beetle -  

Platambus 

  
* * 

      

Diving Beetle -  

Hyphydrus 
* * 

 
* 

      

Fish Fry 
 

* * * * *  *  * 

Pike 
 

* 
  *      

Common Toad * * * * 
 *     

Common Frog * * * 
 * *     

Newt Tadpole 
 

* * * * *   * * 

Smooth Newt Adult * * * 
 *      

Palmate Newt 

Adult 

          



19 

 

  
Agrimony 

Amphibious bistort 

Annual Meadow Grass 

Apple 

Ash 

Autumn hawkbit 

Barren brome 

Bee orchid 

Bittersweet 

Black horehound 

Blackthorn rowan 

Blade Medic 

Blunt fruited water starwort 

Bracken 

Bramble 

Branched bur reed 

Broad leaved bamboo 

Broad leaved dock 

Brooklime 

Buckthorn 

Buddleia 

Bugle 

Bull rush 

Butterbur 

Buttercup 

Catôs ear 

Charlock 

Chickweed 

Cleavers 

Cocksfoot 

Columbine coltsfoot cowslip 

Common bent 

Common birdsfoot trefoil 

Common broom rape 

Common centaury 

Common chickweek 

Common club rush 

Common comfrey 

Common couch 

Common duck weed 

Common figwort 

Common horsetail 

Common ivy 

Common knapweed 

Common mallow 

Common mouse-ear  

Common nettle 

Common ragwort 

Common sorrel 

Common spotted orchard 

Common vetch 

Compact rush 

Cow parsley 

Crack willow 

Craneôs bill 

Creeping bent 

Creeping buttercup 

Creeping cinquefoil 

Creeping soft grass 

Creeping thistle 

Crested dogstail 

Cut leaved craneôs bill 

Cypress spurge 

Daffodil 

Daisy 

Dandelion 

Dark mullein 

Devilôs bit scabious 

Dogrose 

Dogwood 

Elder 

Enchanters nightshade 

English Elm 

Forget me knot 

Field horse tail 

Fleabane 

Floating sweet grass 

Flote / pilicate grass 

Foxglove 

Goosegrass 

Greater birdôs foot trefoil 

Greater plantain 

Great horse tail 

Great mullein pot 

Great willow herb 

Grey poplar 

Grey willow 

Ground elder 

Ground ivy 

Groundsel 

Gypsy wort 

Hairy sedge 

Hairy St Johnôs wort 

Hairy tare 

Hard rush 

Hartôs tongue 

Hawthorn 

Hazel 

Hedge bedstraw 

Hedgerow 

Hedge woundwort 

Hemlock hedge mustard 

Hemlock water dropwort 

Hemp agrimony 

Herb Robert 

Himalayan cotoneaster 

Himalayan giant bramble 

Hogweed 

Honeysuckle 

Hyp radic 

B - Floral Records  
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Ivy 

Kidney vetch 

Knotgrass 

Japanese knotweed 

Lady fern 

Ladyôs bedstraw 

Large bindweed 

Lesser burdock 

Lesser spearwort 

Lesser stitchwort 

Lesser trefoil 

Lombardy poplar 

Manes tail 

Marjoram 

Marsh bedstraw 

Marsh foxtail 

Marsh horsetail 

Marsh marigold 

Marsh ragwort 

Marsh thistle 

Meadow buttercup 

Meadow foxtail 

Meadow sweet 

Monkey flower 

Mugwort 

Nipplewort 

Oval sedge 

Parsnip 

Peach leaved bellflower 

Perforate St Johnôs wort 

Pedunculate oak 

Perennial ox eye daisy 

Perennial rye grass 

Pignut 

Pineapple weed 

Prickly sow thistle 

Pyrimidal orchid 

Ragged robin 

Ratstail plantain 

Red bartsia 

Red campion 

Red clover 

Red fescus 

Red-veined dock 

Reed sweet grass 

Remote sedge 

Redshank 

Reed canary grass 

Ribwort plantain 

Rough hawkbit 

Rough meadow grass 

Russian comfrey 

Selfheal 

Sharp flowered rush 

Sheeps sorrel 

Shepherdôs purse 

Silver weed 

Smaller catôs tail 

Smoothhawkôs beard 

Smooth sow-thistle 

Smooth-stalked meadow grass 

Snowberry 

Soft rush 

Southern marsh orchid 

Spear thistle 

Spiked sedge 

Spindle 

St Johnôs wort (swuare stalked) 

Stream water crowfort 

Sweet vernal grass 

Tall fescue 

Tall oat 

Tormentil 

Travellerôs joy 

Tufted hairgrass 

Upright hedge parley 

Wall barley 

Walnut 

Water betony 

Water cress 

Water figwort 

Water forget me knot 

Water mint 

Water pepper 

Wavy bittercress 

Weid 

Welted thistle 

White bryony 

White clover 

White dead nettle 

White water lily 

Wild angelica 

Wild carrot 

Wild cherry 

Wild marjoram 

Wild privet 

Wild raspberry 

Wild teasel 

Willow herb species 

Winter cress 

Wood avens 

Wood dock 

Wood sedge 

Wych elm 

Yarrow 

Yellow iris 

Yellow rattle 

Yorkshire fog 

Floral Records  
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C - Bird Records 2013 - 2019 

 

  
Barn Owl (2015) 

Black Cap 

Blackbird 

Black-headed Gull 

Blue Tit 

Brambling (2013) 

Bullfinch 

Buzzard 

Canada Goose 

Carrion Crow 

Cettiôs Warbler (2014) 

Chaffinch 

Chiffchaff 

Coal Tit 

Collard Dove 

Common Crossbill (2016) 

Common Gull 

Common sandpiper (2013) 

Common Turn 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Cormorant (Continental) (2017) 

Cuckoo (2013) 

Dunnock 

Ferel Pigeon 

Fieldfare 

Firecrest (2016) 

Gadwall 

Garden Warbler (2014) 

Goldcrest 

Golden Plover 

Goldfinch 

Great Black Backed Gull  

Great Crested Grebe  

Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Great Tit 

Great White Egret 

Green Woodpecker 

Greenfinch 

Grey Heron 

Grey Wagtail 

Greylag Goose 

Herring Gull 

House Martin 

House Sparrow 

Hybrid Aythya (2013) 

Hybrid Black x Mute Swan 

Hybrid Duck 

Jackdaw 

Jay 

Kestrel 

Kingfisher 

Lapwing 

Lesser Black Backed Gull 

Lesser Redpoll  

Lesser Whitethroat  

Linnet 

Little Egret 

Little Grebe 

Little Owl 

Long tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Mallard (domestic) 

Marsh Tit 

Meadow Pipit 

Mistle Thrush 

Moorhen 

Mute swan 

Nuthatch 

Pheasant 

Pied Wagtail (yarrellii) 

Pied/White Wagtail 

Pochard 

Raddôs Warbler (2013) 

Raven 

Red Kite (2016) 

Red-legged Partridge 

Redshank 

Redwing 

Reed Bunting  

Reed Warbler 

Ring-necked Duck 

Ring Ouzel 

Robin 

Rook 

Sand Martin 

Sedge Warbler 

Shovelor 

Siskin  

Skylark 

Song Thrush 

Sparrow Hawk 

Spotted Flycatcher (2014) 

Starling 

Stock Dove 

Stonechat 

Swallow  

Swift 

Tawny Owl 

Teal  

Treecreeper 

Tufted Duck 

Water Rail 
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Bird Records 2013 - 2019 

 

  
Waxwing (2013) 

Whitethroat (2013) 

Wigeon  

Willow Warbler (2014) 

Woodcock 

Wood Pigeon 

Wren 

Yellow browned warbler (2013) 

Yellowhammer 

Unidentified gull 

Unidentified small gull 
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D - BIOBLITZ - Recorded Species 2022 

 

  English name 

Freshwater inverts 

Banded damselfly nymph 

Beetle larve 

Biting midge larvae 

Blue winged olive nymph 

Bullhead fish 

Cased caddisfly larvae 

Caseless caddisfly nymph 

Flatworm 

Freshwater limpet 

Freshwater shrimp 

Greater water boatnab 

Hairworm 

Hoglouse 

Mayfly nymph 

Midge larvae 

Pond skater 

Pond snail 

Ramshorn snail 

Signal crayfish 

Stick cased caddisfly 

Stone cased caddisfly 

Stonefly nymph 

Wandering snail 

Water mite 

Water scorpion 

Whirlgig beetle 

Butterflies 

Common blue 

Large white 

Meadow brown 

Painted lady 

Red admiral  

Small skipper 

Small tortoise shell 

Small white 

Orchids 

Bee orchid 

Pyramid orchid 

Bees 

Common Carder Bee 

Buff-tailed Bumblebee 

Moths 

Scarlett tiger moth 

Damselflies 

Banded Damselfly 

Common blue damselfly 

Mammals 

Otter tracks (on mink raft) 
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F - Butterfly Survey 2025 

 

Rooksbury Mill Local Nature Reserve Butterfly Survey 

Annual Report 2025 
A Big Thank You 

[ŔƖƚƣШŸŉŉЯШfШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШƣőċŰťШĲƻĲƖǃĤŸĬǃШƽőŸШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣĲĬШŔŰШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖќƚШĤƨƣƣĲƖŉũǃШƚƨƖƻĲǃƚЮШ
Test Valley Borough council are very grateful to have amazing volunteers who conduct 
surveys to give us such a wide range of results. Thank you all for collecting such valuable 
data. 
Introduction 

The Rooksbury Mill Local Nature Reserve Butterfly transect was set up in 2010 and during 
this time has had 29 species of butterfly recorded on site. This site has a variety of 
different habitats which benefit a wide range of species.  
Results 

This year, a total of 249 butterflies were recorded across 18 visits. An average of 13.83 

butterflies were recorded per survey, a 53% increase compared with last year (17 

visits). 

This year, butterfly abundances peaked at 60 individuals on 27th June, which was 

earlier and higher than 2023. The highest counts from this peak were Small White (15) 

and Large white (14). 

The most abundant species this year was the Small White, with 94 counted in total; 

an average of 5.2 individuals per survey. Last year the Large White was the most 

abundant species with 32 individuals recorded, with an average of 1.88 per survey. 

This year, Small White counts increased by 520% from 18 sightings to 94. 

The second and third most abundant species were the Large White and Peacock, with 

averages 2.38 and 1.2 per survey respectively.  

 

 
 

This year, 1 Purple Hairstreak was recorded at Rooksbury, the first recorded since 

records began in 2010. 5 Essex Skippers were recorded this year, creating a gap from 

previous sightings in 2022. Compared to last yearôs recordings, there were no 

sightings of Holly Blue or Marbled White.    
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As only 18 surveys were completed this year, the minimum of 24 surveys 

recommended by the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme to enable accurate conclusions 

to be drawn was not met. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Full list of species from 2025 can be seen below with the six most common 

highlighted in bold: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, overall butterfly abundances at Rooksbury Mill Local Nature Reserve 

increased by approximately 61% this year compared with 2024. The Small White was 

the most abundant butterfly species recorded at the site this year, replacing the Large 

White whose numbers showed a slight increase of 34% from 2024-2025. A total of 18 

species were recorded in 2025 compared to 17 in 2024; however, both years had 

fewer site visits than 2023, which had 20 species recorded for 21 site visits. 

 

 

 

Small Skipper 

Essex Skipper 

Brimstone 

Large White 

Small White 

Green-veined White              

 

Purple Hairstreak 

Orange Tip 

Common Blue 

Red Admiral 

Painted Lady 

Small Tortoiseshell 

 

Peacock 

Comma 

Speckled Wood 

Gatekeeper/Hedge Brown 

Meadow Brown 

Ringlet 



 

G - Watervole Survey ï Map 

 



 Watervole Survey - Data 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

H - Fish population survey summary 



 
  



 
 



 

I - Invertebrate Survey 



 
  



 
  


