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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations 2012. It has been prepared by Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Committee on behalf of Awbridge Parish Council, with support from Test Valley Borough Council 

(TVBC) and Bluestone Planning LLP consultants to the Parish Council. 

Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a Consultation Statement should contain: 

(a) details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

(b) an explanation of how the community were consulted; 

(c) a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d) a description of how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

 

2 AIMS OF THE CONSULTATION 

The aims of the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan consultation were: 

• To involve as much of the community as possible throughout all consultation stages of the 

Plan development so that the Plan was informed by the views of local people and other 

stakeholders from the start of the Neighbourhood Planning process; 

• To ensure that consultation events took place at critical points in the process where 

decisions needed to be taken; 

• To engage with as wide a range of people as possible, using a variety of approaches and 

communication and consultation techniques; and 

• To ensure that results of consultation were fed back to local people and available to read (in 

both hard copy and via the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan websites) as soon as 

possible after the consultation events. 

In preparing the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Committee have consulted residents, 

TVBC and other interested parties. Further details of consultations are itemised in Table 1. 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1 The Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area 

The Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan area encompasses the whole of Awbridge Parish. For planning 

purposes, the parish is covered by TVBC. The designated area has a population of around 767 

residents (based on the 2021 Parish Profile), mainly in four settlement areas, Awbridge, Kents Oak, 

Upper & Lower Ratley and with the recent boundary change, the area of Stanbridge Earls. Parts of 

Newtown also fall within the parish.  

 

The parish boundary was extended in 2023 to include land bounded by Old Salisbury Lane in the 

south and the edge of the River Test to the east. This extended area incorporates the newly 

developed retirement village of Stanbridge Earls, the population of which is not included in the 
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2021 data. Unfortunately, more up to date information is not currently available as the Parish 

Profile has not been updated to reflect the boundary changes. 

 

3.2 Initiation of Neighbourhood Planning 

To ensure that any future development took place in keeping with the needs of the community, 

albeit within the framework established by the local plans, work was initiated in 2017 on a 

Neighbourhood Plan for Awbridge Parish. 
 

In 2018 a preliminary survey of local residents was carried out, focusing mainly on values and 
aspirations, and on possible availability of land for development. However, the initiative went into 
abeyance because of Covid-19. 
 
Work recommenced in 2021, when Action Hampshire was commissioned by the Parish Council to 
conduct a Housing Needs Survey. Following an open meeting in March 2022, a Working Group of 
interested volunteers was formed under the auspices of the Parish Council, to take the lead in 
developing the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). 

 

4 CONSULTATIVE PROCESS 

4.1 Summary 

Throughout the creation of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Council have updated residents of 

progress via articles in the Awbridge News (parish newsletter) and presentations at the Parish 

Council Meetings. A dedicated page was established on the Parish Council website in 2022, and later on 

the Awbridge Village website, to report on progress with the Plan and provide background on 

neighbourhood planning. Minutes of the Steering Committee have been made available on the 

Parish Council website as have the results of surveys and other important documents. 

A number of Parish-wide surveys were conducted to maximise participation, the surveys conducted 

by the Steering Committee were made available on-line using Survey Monkey whilst providing 

paper forms for those not having access to the internet. 

The main parish wide surveys involving the residents were as follows: 

• A residents survey conducted in summer 2018 to gather views and opinions on what people 

value about living in Awbridge Parish and how they would like to see it develop. 

• A Housing Needs Survey followed in 2021 - a paper form was delivered by post to every 

residence regarding housing needs in the parish. 

• The last major survey was a consultation on proposed policies to be included in the Plan, this 

was held in February 2023. An open day in the Village Hall was held on 25th February 2023 to 

discuss vision, aims, objectives and the developing policies. 

The statutory pre-submission consultation stage in accordance with Regulation 14 was from 1st May 

2024 to 12th June 2024. Responses could be made either online, by email or by post. A further 

consultation under Regulation 16 to be reported on in due course. 
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4.2 Parish-wide Consultations 

4.2.1 Residents Survey 2018 
 
The purpose of the 2018 survey was to engage with residents and to seek their opinions and ideas as to 

what should be included in the Plan, to find out what they like about Awbridge, what they don’t like 

and how they would like to see in the village in the future. 

A questionnaire was hand delivered to every property in the parish and replies either posted to the 

Parish Council or collected by volunteers. 

 
The closing date for the survey was the 31st May and a meeting was held in the village hall on the 

18th June 2018 to update the community on progress towards the goal of a NDP for Awbridge and to 

answer questions about the NDP process. 

There was an excellent response for calls at the meeting for volunteers to join the NDP Steering 

Group and to contribute to the various strands of the Plan. For anyone unable to attend the meeting 

agenda and presentations were made available on the Parish Council website 

www.awbridgepc.org.uk under ‘News’. 

The results of the survey can be found on the website.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.awbridgepc.org.uk/
https://www.awbridge.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Awbridge-Survey-Results-April-2023.pdf
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4.2.2 Housing Needs Assessment 

A Housing needs survey was undertaken in June/July 2021 by Action Hampshire at the request of the 

Parish Council and a questionnaire was sent to all the homes in Awbridge Parish. The survey was to 

identify the housing needs of local people for the next fifteen years as part of the preparation of the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

Of the 324 questionnaires distributed, a total of 141 responses were received – resulting in a return 
rate of 43.5%. 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Housing Needs Survey 
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The final report from Action Hampshire was received in August 2021, this can be found on the 

website.         

4.2.3 Policy Consultation – February/March 2023 
 

Another consultation was carried out in February/March 2023, inviting residents to share their views 

on issues identified within the parish. This was based on data from the 2018 survey and included 

examples of potential objectives and subsequent policy areas for the final Plan, giving residents the 

opportunity to provide feedback and suggest policy themes. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. 2023 Consultation - Survey Monkey Question 8 

 

https://www.awbridgepc.org.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=976d94ad%2D326d%2D4a86%2Dae3b%2D85c33d62eacb%2Epdf&o=Awbridge%2DHNS%2DFinal%2DReport%2D%283%29%2Epdf
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Figure 3. 2023 Consultation – Exhibition Board 

The policy consultation was widely promoted through several channels, including Awbridge Village 

News, the Parish Council website, the Village website and posters displayed on parish notice boards.  
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Figure 4. Poster for Public Exhibition / Consultation 

As part of the consultation process, a public exhibition was held on Saturday 25th February 2023, 

giving residents the opportunity to view information in person and discuss the proposed policy 

themes. To ensure accessibility, the exhibition materials were also made available online via the 

Village website and hard copies of the survey could be requested by those unable to complete it 

digitally. 
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Figure 5. 2023 Consultation - Exhibition Board 

Feedback was collected through an online form hosted on Survey Monkey, with the consultation 

period open until 17th March 2023. In total, 73 residents responded to the survey, the majority of 

whom had lived in the parish for more than 11 years, reflecting a strong level of engagement from 

long-term community members. 

The results of the consultation were then used to shape the final Plan and design statement. 

 

 

 

 



Awbridge NDP Consultation Statement 

Page 11 
Version 3.0 – April 2026 

 

 

 

Figure 6. 2023 Consultation - Survey Monkey Question 7 Results 

 

 
 

Figure 7. 2023 Consultation - Survey Monkey Question 13 Results 

The full consultation questionnaire is available on the website.  

4.2.4 Regulation 14: Pre-submission Consultation 

The Pre-submission consultation for the draft of the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan and associated 

documentation was held from 1st May to 12th June 2024. The consultation was online, promoted 

via the Awbridge News and both the Parish Council and Awbridge Village websites. Documents 

were made available for viewing at the Village Hall, Awbridge Church and Romsey library.  

 

During the consultation period the committee had a display table at both the Village fete on 11th 

https://www.awbridge.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/awbridge-neighbourhood-plan-survey-form.pdf
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May and at the Parish Assembly on 23rd May, with members of the committee on hand to provide 

information and answer questions from the public. 

 

 

Figure 8. Regulation 14 Consultation Comments Form 

A total of 139 comments were received as online returns using a Survey Monkey form, attachments 

to the form or separate letters and emails. These responses came from residents of Awbridge 

including local landowners, developers, representatives of organisations operating within the parish 

and statutory consultees. 

Responses in terms of numbers of respondents were as follows: 

• 6 from residents of the parish/owners of land in the parish but resident outside. 

• 5 from statutory consultees. 

• 4 from LPAs. 

• 2 from developers and organisations operating in the parish. 

Apart from general comments, there were over 100 detailed comments on the text of the Pre- 

submission draft. 

The responses and comments received were logged. The Steering Committee then reviewed all 

comments and decided upon their response: 

• Disagreed with reasons for their disagreement. 

• Agreed in principle or in part and if so, what amendments should be made to the draft Plan. 

• Agreed in full and the amendments to be made to the draft Plan. 

To view all comments received, the response by the Steering Committee and any amendments made 

to the draft Plan see Table 3. 
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4.2.5 Regulation 16: Submission Consultation 

To be completed in due course when the consultation has taken place. 

 

4.3 Meeting the Statutory Requirement 

In the preparation of the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan the community has been encouraged to 

comment and raise issues or concerns through responding to surveys or via the Parish Council. 

All statutory requirements have been met and additional consultation, engagement and research has 

been completed. This Consultation Statement has been produced to document the consultation and 

engagement process undertaken and is considered to comply with Part 5, Section 15 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. 

This included engagement activities such as direct conversations with residents at parish meetings, 

village fetes and public meetings held in the village hall. Consultation documents were also made 

available at the Village Hall, Awbridge Church and Romsey Library -locations regularly visited by a 

wide cross-section of the community. 

5 STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENT AND HABITAT REGULATION 

ASSESSEMENTS 

Although the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan area is situated wholly outside of the New Forest 

National Park it was considered prudent to determine whether a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) and a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) were required.  

 

A screening request was sent to the Local Planning Authority, Test Valley Borough Council, to 

determine whether these assessments were needed. However, because the housing policy has 

changed, TVBC has requested that this now be re-submitted.  

 

It was determined in January 2026 that the Awbridge Neighbourhood Plan does not require a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) nor a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).
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TABLES 

 
Table 1: Community Engagement 

 
 

No. 
 

Event or Activity Date 

1 Two parishioners, supported by the Parish Council, begin scoping out the 
process and procedure for creating a Neighbourhood Plan for Awbridge. 
 

Aug 2017 

2 Awbridge News (parish magazine) articles begin to provide progress 
updates to the community. 
 

Aug 2017 

3 Residents survey undertaken, a questionnaire was hand delivered to every 
property in the parish. 
 

May 2018 

4 Public meeting held in the village hall to provide feedback from the 
questionnaire and seek volunteers for a steering group. 
 

18th Jun 2018 

5 Housing Needs Survey, commissioned by the Parish Council, undertaken by 
Action Hampshire and a questionnaire sent to all the homes in Awbridge 
Parish.  
 

May/Jun 2021 

6 A new working group formed under the auspices of the Parish Council, 
following a period of inactivity as a result of Covid. 
 

Apr 2022 

7 Regular progress updates resume in the Awbridge News. 
 

Apr 2022 

8 Bluestone Planning Consultant commissioned to work with the steering 
group and provide professional guidance. 
 

July 2022 

9 Dedicated Neighbourhood Plan page created on the Parish Council website. 
 

Dec 2022 

10 Awbridge NDP Consultation Event held in the village hall, with a survey 
monkey feedback form.  
 

25th Feb 2023 

11 Dedicated Neighbourhood Plan page created on the Awbridge Village 
website. 
 

Mar 2024 

12 Pre-submission consultation in accordance with Regulation 14. 1st May - 12th 
Jun 2024 

13 Village fete, display of the draft NDP documents and face to face 
engagement with members of the public.  
 

11th May 2024 

14 Parish Assembly, display of the draft NDP documents and face to face 
engagement with attendees. 
 

23rd May 2024 

15 Parish Assembly display of the final Plan documents and face to face 
engagement with attendees. 
 

15th May 2025 
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Table 2: Statutory Consultees for Regulation 14 
 

Organisation Contacted Responded 

Parish Councils TVBC 

Abbotts Ann Parish Council Y N 

Ampfield Parish Council Y N 

Amport Parish Council Y N 

Andover Town Council Y N 

Appleshaw Parish Council Y N 

Ashley Parish Meeting Y N 

Ashmansworth Parish Council Y N 

Awbridge Parish Council Y N 

Barton Stacey Parish Council Y N 

Bossington Parish Council Y N 

Braishfield Parish Council Y N 

Broughton Parish Council Y N 

Bullington Parish Council Y N 

Charlton Parish Council Y N 

Chilbolton Parish Council Y Y (NC) 

Chilworth Parish Council Y N 

Cholderton Parish Meeting Y N 

East Dean Parish Council Y N 

East Tytherley Parish Council Y Y (NC) 

Enham Alamein Parish Council Y N 

Faccombe Parish Meeting Y N 

Fyfield Parish Council Y N 

Goodworth Clatford Parish Council Y N 

Grateley Parish Council Y N 

Houghton Parish Council Y N 

Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council Y Y (NC) 

Kimpton Parish Council Y N 

Kings Somborne Parish Council Y N 

Leckford Parish Meeting Y N 

Little Somborne Parish Council Y N 

Lockerley Parish Council Y N 

Longparish Parish Council Y N 

Longstock Parish Council Y N 

Ludgershall Parish Council Y N 

Melchet Park & Plaitford Parish Council Y N 

Michelmersh & Timsbury Parish Council Y N 

Monxton Parish Council Y N 

Mottisfont Parish Council Y N 
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Organisation Contacted Responded 

Nether Wallop Parish Council Y N 

North Baddesley Parish Council Y N 

Nursling & Rownhams Parish Council Y N 

Over Wallop Parish Council Y N 

Penton Grafton Parish Council Y N 

Penton Mewsey Parish Council Y N 

Quarley Parish Council Y N 

Romsey Town Council Y N 

Sherfield English Parish Council Y N 

Shipton Bellinger Parish Council Y N 

Smannell Parish Council Y N 

Stockbridge Parish Council Y N 

Tangley Parish Council Y N 

Thruxton Parish Council Y N 

Tidcombe & Fosbury Parish Meeting Y N 

Tidworth Town Council Y N 

Upper Clatford Parish Council Y N 

Valley Park Parish Council Y N 

Vernham Dean Parish Council Y N 

Wellow Parish Council Y N 

West Dean Parish Council Y Y (NC) 

West Tytherley and Frenchmoor Parish Council Y Y (NC) 

Wherwell Parish Council Y N 

Borough and Unitary Councils  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Y N 

East Hampshire District Council Y Y (NC) 

Eastleigh Borough Council Y Y (NC) 

Fareham Borough Council Y N 

Gosport Borough Council Y N 

Hart District Council Y Y (NC) 

Havant Borough Council Y Y (NC) 

New Forest District Council Y Y (NC) 

Rushmoor Borough Council Y N 

  Southampton City Council Y Y (NC) 

Test Valley Borough Council Y Y 

West Berkshire Council Y Y (NC) 

Winchester City Council Y Y (NC) 
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Organisation Contacted Responded 

County Councils   

Hampshire County Council Y N 

Hampshire CC Economy, Transport and Environment  Y N 

Hampshire County Council Estates Practice Y N 

Hampshire County Council Highways Y N 

Hampshire County Council Property Services Y N 

Hampshire County Council Transport Policy Y N 

HCC Development Y N 

Wiltshire Council Y Y (NC) 

Utilities 

British Gas Y Y (NC) 

BT Y N 

Cholderton & District Water Company Y N 

Mobile Operators Association Y N 

National Grid Y N 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Y N 

Network Rail Y Y (NC) 

Bournemouth Water Y N 

SSE Telecoms Y N 

Scottish & Southern Energy Y Y (NC) 

Southern Gas Networks Y N 

Southern Water Y N 

Virgin Y   N 

Central and Local Government Agencies   

Environment Agency  Y Y (NC) 

Highways England Y Y (NC) 

Natural England Y N 

New Forest National Park Authority Y N 

The Coal Authority Y N 

Historic England Y Y 

Homes England Y N 

NHS West Hampshire Clinical Commissioning Group Y Y (NC) 

North Wessex Downs AONB Y N 

Tourism South East Y N 

Unity (was Test Valley Community Services) Y N 
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Organisation Contacted Responded 

NGOs and Other Campaigning Groups   

Campaign to Protect Rural England Y N 

Hampshire Chamber of Commerce Y N 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust Y N 

National Trust Y Y (NC) 

TVBC Councillors Blackwater Ward 

Cllr Nick Adams-King, Y N 

Cllr Gordon Bailey, Y N 

Hampshire County Councillor 

Cllr Nick Adams-King, Y N 

 
 

Note. “Y (NC)” in the “Responded” column denotes that a response was received but no comment made. 
 

Table 3: Regulation 14 Responses 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Note 1. Headings, sub-headings, policies, paragraphs and figures relate to the Pre-submission Draft Plan and not the Submission Draft - in many cases these 

have changed in latter draft. 

Note 2. In a few instances personal names or details which would identify an individual which is given in comments have been redacted. 
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