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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART X

HIGHWAYS

Orders made by Secretary of State

253 Procedure in anticipation of planning permission.

(1) Where—
(a) the Secretary of State [F1or the council of a London borough] would, if 

planning permission for any development had been granted F2..., have power 
to make an order under section 247 or 248 authorising the stopping up or 
diversion of a highway in order to enable that development to be carried out,
F3...

F3(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
then, notwithstanding that such permission has not been granted, the Secretary of State
[F4or, as the case may be, the council of the London borough] may publish notice of 
the draft of such an order in accordance with section 252.

[F5(1A) Where—
(a) the Welsh Ministers would, if planning permission for any development had 

been granted under Part 3, have power to make an order under section 247 or 
248 authorising the stopping up or diversion of a highway in order to enable 
that development to be carried out, and

(b) subsection (2), (3) or (4) applies,
then, notwithstanding that such permission has not been granted, the Welsh Ministers 
may publish notice of the draft of such an order in accordance with section 252.]

(2) This subsection applies where the relevant development is the subject of an application 
for planning permission and either—

(a) that application is made by a local authority [F6National Park authority] or 
statutory undertakers F7. . .; or
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[F8(aa) that application has been made to the Welsh Ministers under section F9... 62M 
or 62O; or]

(b) that application stands referred to the [F10Welsh Ministers] in pursuance of a 
direction under section 77; or

(c) the applicant has appealed to the [F10Welsh Ministers] under section 78 against 
a refusal of planning permission or of approval required under a development 
order [F11or a local development order] or against a condition of any such 
permission or approval.

(3) This subsection applies where—
(a) the relevant development is to be carried out by a local authority [F6National 

Park authority] or statutory undertakers and requires, by virtue of an 
enactment, the authorisation of a government department; and

(b) the developers have made an application to the department for that 
authorisation and also requested a direction under section 90(1) that planning 
permission be deemed to be granted for that development.

(4) This subsection applies where the council of a county [F12or county borough,] a 
National Park authority or a joint planning board certify that they have begun to 
take such steps, in accordance with regulations made by virtue of section 316, as are 
required to enable them to obtain planning permission for the relevant development.

(5) Section 252(8) shall not be construed as authorising the Secretary of State [F13, 
the council of a London borough or the Welsh Ministers] to make an order under 
section 247 or 248 of which notice has been published by virtue of subsection (1) [F14or, 
as the case may be, (1A)] until planning permission is granted for the development 
which occasions the making of the order.
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– s. 100ZA(6)(a) and word inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 5 para. 43
– s. 102(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 9(b)
– s. 102(1A)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 69(a)(i)
– s. 102(1A)(b) and word omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 69(a)(ii)
– s. 106A(9A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 125
– s. 106A(9A)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 71(a)
– s. 106A(9A)(b) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 71(a)
– s. 106ZA inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 158(1)
– s. 106ZB inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(1)
– s. 108(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(4)
– s. 108(1A)(a) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(a)
– s. 108(1A)(b) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(b)(i)
– s. 108(1A)(b) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(b)(ii)
– s. 108(3A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 Sch. 6 para. 6
– s. 108(3B)(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(6)
– s. 108(3B)(ba) word omitted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(i)
– s. 108(3B)(bb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(ii)
– s. 108(3DA) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(7)
– s. 108(3DB) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(e)
– s. 141(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 141(6) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 79
– s. 169(1)(a) words renumbered as s. 169(1)(a) by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(a)
– s. 169(1)(b) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(b)
– s. 170(8BA) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(6)
– s. 172(1)(b)(i) words omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 95(a)
– s. 172(1)(b)(ii) and word omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 95(b)
– s. 177(2)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 101(a)(i)
– s. 177(2)(b) and word omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 101(a)(ii)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 247(7) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 136(b)
– s. 253(1A) omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(a)
– s. 253(2) omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(a)
– s. 253(3) omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(a)
– s. 253(4) omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(a)
– s. 253(5) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(b)(ii)
– s. 253(5) words substituted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 139(b)(i)
– s. 275(6)(7) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 147(d)
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(zza) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(2)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(1BA) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(3)
– s. 303A(9C) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(8)
– s. 303A(13) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(9)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 303ZB(1) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 160
– s. 322B(6A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 11(f)
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
– s. 324(1B)(a) words substituted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 12(a)(ii)
– s. 324(1B)(a) words substituted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 12(a)(iii)
– s. 324(1B)(b) words substituted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 12(a)(iv)
– s. 324(1BA) omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 181(b)
– s. 324(1BZA) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 12(b)
– s. 333(3ZZAA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(b)
– s. 333(3ZB) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(2)
– s. 333(3ZZA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(a)
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– Sch. 4B para. 11(3)-(5) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 7
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(4A)(4B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 5(5)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(a)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(b)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9) 

by 2011 c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(7)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) substituted for Sch. 7 para. 12(1) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 13(b)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A)(b) and word omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 193(b)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 193(a)
– Sch. 9A inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 13
– Sch. 9A para. 1(1)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 194
– Sch. 13 para. 24A inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(7)
– Sch. 14 para. 1(11) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 196(2)(b)
– Sch. 14 para. 3(8) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 196(3)

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those 
provisions):
– s. 2A(3)(a)(i) words in s. 2A(3)(a) renumbered as s. 2A(3)(a)(i) by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 

14 para. 1(2)(f)(i)
– s. 2A(3)(a)(ii)(iii) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 14 para. 1(2)(f)(ii)
– s. 2A(5A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 14 para. 1(2)(h)
– s. 2F(1A)(1B) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 14 para. 1(7)(b)
– s. 2F(2A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 14 para. 1(7)(d)
– s. 2F(4A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 14 para. 1(7)(f)
– s. 58B and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(1)
– s. 58B(1) word substituted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 12
– s. 58B(4) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 3
– s. 61DA(1A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(2)(b)
– s. 61DA(2)(a)-(c) substituted for s. 61DA(2)(a)(b) by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(2)

(c)
– s. 61DB(9)(a) words in s. 61DB(9) renumbered as s. 61DB(9)(a) by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 

15 para. 1(3)(d)(i)
– s. 61DB(9)(b) and word inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(3)(d)(ii)
– s. 70(2)(azb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 3(a)
– s. 70(3)(ca) omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 31(c)(i)
– s. 70(3A) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 2
– s. 70A(5A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 4(a)
– s. 70A(5A) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 33(d)
– s. 70A(10)(11) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(4)(b)
– s. 70B(5A)(5B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(5)(b)
– s. 73B inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(2)
– s. 73B(1) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 40(a)
– s. 73B(12) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 40(b)
– s. 74(1B)(aa) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(7)(a)(i)
– s. 74(1C)(aa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 5(b)
– s. 74(1D) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(7)(d)
– s. 74(3) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 15 para. 1(7)(e)
– s. 74A(2A)(b) and word inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 5 para. 42(b)
– s. 75ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 155
– s. 75ZA(1) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 43
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(2) by 2011 

c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(2)
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– s. 83(2)-(2B) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(3) by 2011 c. 
20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16

– s. 83(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 83(2) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(3)
– s. 83(4) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(4)
– s. 85(1A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(6)
– s. 91(2)(a) words omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 53(b)(i)
– s. 91(2)(b) and word omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 53(b)(ii)
– s. 92(6)(a) words omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 54(f)(i)
– s. 92(6)(b) and word omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 54(f)(ii)
– s. 93(5)(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 6
– s. 93(5) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 56(b)
– s. 94(1)(e) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(15)
– s. 97(2)(a) words omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 63(b)(i)
– s. 97(2)(b) and word omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 63(b)(ii)
– s. 100ZA(6)(a) and word inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 5 para. 43
– s. 102(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 9(b)
– s. 102(1A)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 69(a)(i)
– s. 102(1A)(b) and word omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 69(a)(ii)
– s. 106A(9A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 125
– s. 106A(9A)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 71(a)
– s. 106A(9A)(b) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 71(a)
– s. 106ZA inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 158(1)
– s. 106ZB inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(1)
– s. 108(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(4)
– s. 108(1A)(a) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(a)
– s. 108(1A)(b) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(b)(i)
– s. 108(1A)(b) words inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 8(b)(ii)
– s. 108(3A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 Sch. 6 para. 6
– s. 108(3B)(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(6)
– s. 108(3B)(ba) word omitted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(i)
– s. 108(3B)(bb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(ii)
– s. 108(3DA) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(7)
– s. 108(3DB) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(e)
– s. 141(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 141(6) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 79
– s. 169(1)(a) words renumbered as s. 169(1)(a) by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(a)
– s. 169(1)(b) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(b)
– s. 170(8BA) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(6)
– s. 172(1)(b)(i) words omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 95(a)
– s. 172(1)(b)(ii) and word omitted (cond.) by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 95(b)
– s. 177(2)(a) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 101(a)(i)
– s. 177(2)(b) and word omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 101(a)(ii)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 247(7) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 136(b)
– s. 275(6)(7) inserted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 147(d)
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(zza) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(2)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(1BA) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(3)
– s. 303A(9C) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(8)
– s. 303A(13) inserted by 2025 c. 34 Sch. 2 para. 1(9)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 303ZB(1) words omitted by 2026 asc 7 Sch. 1 para. 160
– s. 322B(6A) inserted by 2026 c. 23 Sch. 16 para. 11(f)
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
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