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INTRODUCTION

What is meant by the Pentons ?

T'he Pentons is taken to mean the village which
“straddles the boundary between the parishes of Penton
Mewsey and Penton Grafton, and the surrounding open
countryside.

What is the Pentons Village Design Statement ?
The Pentons Village Design Statement has two purposes:
¢ to describe the Pentons as it is today;

< to set out guidance for the design of any future
development in the village.

This Statement draws attention to what is special about
the Pentons and to the features which give it a unique
character. Its aims are to give residents a say in the future
of their village, to offer guidelines on conserving its
particular qualities and to contribute towards the
improvement of rural design in general. The Design
Statement has been endorsed by the people of the Pentons
through a process of consultation including:

¢ Apicture postcard of the village inviting everyone
to a Workshop together with a questionnaire,
both distributed to every village household.
(The quotations in italics are from the local
people’s replies to the questionnaire.)

¢ The Workshop, open to everyone to study and
photograph the village and discuss the results.

¢ A draft VDS prepared and submitted to Test
Valley Borough Council (TVBC) Planning

Services for comment.

¢ A second Workshop to discuss the third draft,
which took account of the response from TVBC.

All comments and contributions made at this
Workshop were considered and where
appropriate incorporated in the final document.

Why do we need a Village Design Statement ?

TVBC has shown, by designating the Pentons a
‘Conservation Area’, that the village and its surrounds
need to be protected. The Government has stated that
the South East of England contributes to the prosperity
of the whole of the United Kingdom and extensive
development is necessary. (Hampshire County Council
Structure Plan specifies housing requirements.) This will
result in continuing pressure for housing. It is therefore
essential that past mistakes in the planning and appeal
process which have permitted unsuitable housing
developments to be built, are not repeated (see page 11).

Who is it for ?

The Design Statement is for everyone involved in the
inevitable process of change as it may affect the village
and its surroundings. It will therefore be of importance
to householders, planners, developers, builders and public

bodies.

The Pentons and environs, showing the
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Reproduced from the 1998, 1: 25000 Explorers Ordnance Survey map by permission of Ordnance Survey

on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, ©Crown Copyright MC 100031858.

“We do not oppose new housing, but it must be carefully

placed so we still remain a village and not the outskirts
of a town.”

Planning and Development

Local planning is the responsibility of the TVBC within
the guidelines of Hampshire County Council.

The Village Design Team has worked closely with the
TVBC Planning Department from the outset.

We are encouraged by planners nationally stressing the
importance of design; TVBC in the Pentons Conservation
Policy states: “Proposals for any development adjacent
to a conservation area will need special consideration to

ensure that they would not detract from the character
or setting of the Conservation Area.”

Dept. of the Environment Planning Policy Guidance
(PPG1 February 1997 revision), “Reaffirms the role of
the planning system ... in protecting the natural
and built environment”. It goes further in para. 1.7,
“Local planning authorities should reject poor
designs ... inappropriate to their context, for example

those clearly out of scale or incompatible with their
surroundings.”

Further Policy Guidance (PPG7 February 1997 revision)
puts forward the advantages of preparing a Village Design
Statement.

The Pentons Village Design Statement has been prepared
in accordance with these guidelines and is of importance
not only for any developer but also for everyone in the
village who may be considering making changes to their
homes and gardens.







