
 
 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan 
Request for Screening Opinion for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
 
Introduction 
This statement has been prepared by Test Valley Borough Council (as responsible authority) 
to determine whether or not a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and/or a Habitats 
Regulations Assessment are required for the draft Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan 
following the submission of a screening opinion. 
 
The Regulations advise that where the responsible authority determines that the plan is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an 
environmental assessment), it shall prepare a statement of its reasons for the determination. 
This statement fulfils that requirement.  
 
Context 
The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan involves a series of stages as required by 
legislation before it can be ‘made’. To be ‘made’, a Neighbourhood Plan must meet certain 
Basic Conditions. These include that the making of the plan “does not breach, and is 
otherwise compatible with, EU obligations”. 
 
One of these obligations is Directive 2001/42/EC ‘on the assessment of the effects of certain 
plans and programmes on the environment’. This is often referred to as the strategic 
environmental assessment (or SEA) Directive. The SEA Directive seeks “to provide for a 
high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of 
environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes.” 
The SEA Directive is transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the ‘SEA Regulations’) and it is these 
Regulations that the neighbourhood plan will need to be compatible with. 
 
Another key obligation is Directive 92/43/EEC ‘on the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora’, often referred to as the Habitats Directive. This has been translated 
into UK law via The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. Under the 
‘Habitats Regulations’ an assessment referred to as an Appropriate Assessment must be 
undertaken if a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a significant effect on a European 
protected wildlife site.  
 
Under both the SEA and Habitats Regulations it is the Council’s role to advise whether 
further work is required once the first stage, a screening assessment, has been undertaken 
by the Parish Council on its Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Process  
A screening report has been produced on behalf of Goodworth Clatford Parish Council 
(Annex A). This was submitted to the Council on the 8th January.  The report concluded that 
a full SEA would not be required. In accordance with the regulations, Natural England, 
Historic England and the Environment Agency were consulted on the findings of the 
screening report. The consultation started on the 11th January for a five week period 
(deadline of 15th February). A summary of the responses received and the Council’s 
response is outlined in Table A. Copies of the responses are included at Annex B. 
 



Table A: Summary of Responses 
Consultation body 
(date of response) 

Consultation response 
(summary) 

Test Valley BC response 

Environment Agency 
 
15th January 

The NDP as drafted does not 
include any site allocations. 
We therefore consider that 
the Neighbourhood Plan 
would not have a significant 
environmental effect and as 
such would not require an 
SEA in relation to the issues 
in our remit. 

Response noted 

Natural England 
 
22nd January and 
5th February  

On the basis of the material 
supplied with the 
consultation, that, in so far as 
our strategic environmental 
interests are concerned 
(including but not limited to 
statutory designated sites, 
landscapes and protected 
species, geology and soils), 
there are unlikely to be 
significant environmental 
effects from the proposed 
plan. 
 
NE provided further 
clarification that they did not 
feel that a HRA was 
required. 

Response noted 

Historic England 
 
7th February 

Historic England agrees with 
the overall conclusion of the 
Briefing Note that the 
proposed Goodworth 
Clatford Neighbourhood Plan 
is unlikely to have any 
significant effects on the 
historic environment, and 
therefore need not be subject 
to a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment. 

Response noted 

 
Conclusion  
Having regard to the letter and associated briefing note that the Parish Council provided 
(Annex A), the consultation responses from Natural England, Environment Agency and 
Historic England indicated that having regard to the matters within their remit, the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan would not be likely to have significant environmental effects.  
 
The Council has had due regard to the statutory consultee responses and the criteria within 
Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations in coming to a view on whether the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects. Based on the 
summary of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan (as provided within the Briefing Note), it is 
the Council’s opinion that the Plan would not be likely to have significant environmental 



effects. On this basis, a Strategic Environmental Assessment would not be required for the 
proposed Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
With regards to the Habitats Regulations and whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
required, the Council concludes that the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have a 
significant effect on European designations. This is supported by the response from Natural 
England. 
 
Both elements were confirmed at the Council’s Cabinet meeting on the 14th February 2018. 
A response was sent to the Parish Council on the 15th February 2018 (see Annex C). 





















Annex B 

From: PlanningSSD [mailto:PlanningSSD@environment-agency.gov.uk]  
Sent: 15 January 2018 15:36 
To: Smith, Graham 
Cc: Greenwood, Suz K 
Subject: RE: Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan - Screening Opinion 
 
Dear Graham, 
 
Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the SEA Screening Opinion for the Goodworth 
Neighbourhood Plan. We note that the NDP as drafted does not include any site allocations. We 
therefore consider that the Neighbourhood Plan would not have a significant environmental effect 
and as such would not require an SEA in relation to the issues in our remit. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Charlotte 
 
Charlotte Lines| Principal Planning Officer Sustainable Places West | Solent and South Downs Area 
| Environment Planning and Engagement  
Environment Agency | Romsey | Canal walk | Romsey | SO51 7LP 
Tel: 02084745838 
charlotte.lines@environment-agency.gov.uk (or PlanningSSD@environment-
agency.gov.uk) 
 
If you need to undertake a Flood Risk Assessment take a look at the helpful  FRA template  
 

 

mailto:charlotte.lines@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:PlanningSSD@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:PlanningSSD@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=2crc2lpeAp_STe1bTIpCF4efAUKSa86Q0BMu6fKEAQ&s=200&u=http%3a%2f%2fplanningguidance%2ecommunities%2egov%2euk%2fblog%2fguidance%2fflood-risk-and-coastal-change%2fsite-specific-flood-risk-assessment-checklist%2f


 

Date: 22 January 2018 
Our ref: 236276 
Your ref: Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 

 
Mr Graham Smith 
Head of Planning Policy 
Test Valley Borough Council 
Beech Hurst,  
Weyhill Road,  
ANDOVER,  
Hampshire  
SP10 3AJ 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
GSmith@TestValley.gov.uk  
 

 
Hornbeam House 
Crewe Business Park 
Electra Way 
Crewe 
Cheshire 
CW1 6GJ 

 
T  0300 060 3900 
   

 
 
Dear Mr Smith 
 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan - Screening Opinion 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 11th January 
2018. 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development.   
 
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment  
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our 
strategic environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, 
landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be 
significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans in light of the SEA Directive is contained within 
the National Planning Practice Guidancei.  The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the 
production of an SEA, for instance where: 
 
 •a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 
 •the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the 
proposals in the plan 
 •the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been 
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. 
  
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view 
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural 
England has a statutory duty to protect.   
 
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the 
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should 
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species 
are likely to be affected. 
 
 

mailto:GSmith@TestValley.gov.uk


 

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all 
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues 
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local 
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local 
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that 
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary. 
 
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental 
assessment of the plan  beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek 
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against 
any screening decision you may make. 
 
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your 
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Sharon Jenkins 
Consultations Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


From: Consultations (NE) 

Sent: Monday, 5 February 2018 13:27 

To: Smith, Graham 

Subject: FAO Mr Graham Smith REF: Goodworth Clatford NP - Screening Opinion 

 
Reference:  Goodworth Clatford NP - Screening Opinion 
Our Ref:        236276 
  
  
Dear Graham 
  
Thank you for your email this morning asking if Natural England feels that a HRA is required for the 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
One of our advisors in the Dorset, Hampshire and IOW Team (each team is more conversant with 
their own area) has confirmed that we do not feel that a HRA is required. I hope that clarifies 
Natural England’s position with regard to this.  If you need anything further please do not hesitate to 
conact me. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Sharon 
  
Sharon Jenkins 
Technical Support Adviser 
Consultations Team  
Natural England 
County Hall 
Spetchley Road 
Worcester  
WR5 2NP 
  
Tel: 0300 060 3900 
Fax: 0300 060 1544 
  
www.gov.uk/natural-england  
  
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
  
We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is 
protected and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations. 
  
Natural England offers two chargeable services - the Discretionary Advice Service, which provides 
pre-application and post-consent advice on planning/licensing proposals to developers and 
consultants, and the Pre-submission Screening Service for European Protected Species mitigation 
licence applications. These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental 
considerations at an early stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, the risk of delay and 
added cost at a later stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment. 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=39v42iVV1LSSDHwFGqdkryUhP3aFQCcOERaTO-60LA&s=200&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fnatural-england
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


  
For further information on the Discretionary Advice Service see here  
For further information on the Pre-submission Screening Service see here 
   
This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If 
you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents 
and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will 
have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no 
responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be 
monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful 
purposes. 
  

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=39v42iVV1LSSDHwFGqdkryUhP3aFQCcOERWcNLjuKg&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fdiscretionary-advice-service-get-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-the-natural-environment-in-england
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=39v42iVV1LSSDHwFGqdkryUhP3aFQCcOEUObO-C0KA&s=200&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2egov%2euk%2fpre-submission-screening-service-advice-on-planning-proposals-affecting-protected-species


 

 

Graham Smith 
Head of Planning Policy 
Test Valley Borough Council 
Beech Hurst 
Andover, SP10 3AJ. 

Our ref:  
Your ref: 
 
Telephone 
Fax 

HD/P5240/ 
 
 
01483 252040 
 

 
 
7th February 2018 
 
Dear Mr Smith, 
 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan - Screening Opinion 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 11th January 2018 requesting the opinion of Historic England as to 
whether or not the Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan should be subject to Strategic 
Environmental Assessment. We are pleased to offer the following opinion. 
 
We note that the parish has 25 listed buildings and a conservation area. The parish therefore has a 
reasonably sensitive historic environment. 
 
However, we also note from paragraph 3.6 of the Briefing Note provided by the Parish Council’s 
planning consultant that the Plan, as drafted, does not include any site allocations and does not 
propose or anticipate any rural exception affordable housing. The potential for significant 
environmental effects on the historic environment is therefore less than if the Plan was to allocate 
sites for development. 
 
We note that Policy COM2 of the Test Valley Local Plan allows for small windfall developments 
within the settlement boundary for Goodworth Clatford established by the Local Plan. These 
developments have the potential to have effects on the significance of listed buildings, the special 
interest, character and appearance of the conservation area and/or archaeological remains.  
 
However, as recognised in paragraph 3.7 of the Note, any such proposals would also be subject to 
Policy E9 of the Local Plan, which seeks to protect heritage assets. This should provide sufficient 
protection for listed buildings and the conservation area in Goodworth Clatford. If the 
Neighbourhood Plan was to include its own policy for the conservation and enhancement of the 
heritage assets in the Plan area, to “put broader strategic heritage policies from the local plan into 
action at a neighbourhood scale” (National Planning Practice Guidance), this would provide further 
protection.   
 
Historic England therefore agrees with the overall conclusion of the Briefing Note that the proposed 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have any significant effects on the historic 
environment, and therefore need not be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 



Incidentally, the Briefing Note should refer to Natural England and Historic England rather than the 
Countryside Agency, English Heritage and English Nature in paragraph 1.2. 
 
Although more a matter for comment on the Neighbourhood Plan itself, we welcome the reference 
to heritage assets in the Plan’s draft vision, although we would prefer “conserving and enhancing”. 
 
We hope these comments are helpful. Please contact me if you have any queries. 
 
Thank you again for consulting Historic England. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Martin Small 
Principal Adviser, Historic Environment Planning  
(Bucks, Oxon, Berks, Hampshire, IoW, South Downs National Park and Chichester) 
 

E-mail: martin.small@historicengland.org.uk 

 
  

mailto:martin.small@historicengland.org.uk


Annex C 

 

 
Chief Executive’s Service 
Beech Hurst 
Weyhill Road 
Andover, Hampshire  SP10 3AJ 
Telephone 01264 368000 
Minicom 01264 368052 
Web site www.testvalley.gov.uk 
 
Contact: Mr Graham Smith 
Telephone: 01264 368000 
E-mail:   planningpolicy@testvalley.gov.uk 
Your ref:  
Our ref: pp11.8 
Date:  15.02.18 

 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
Dear Mr Wheadon 
 
Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan 
Request for Screening Opinion for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats 
Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
 
I write in response to your request for a screening opinion for Strategic Environmental Assessment in 
relation to the proposed Goodworth Clatford Neighbourhood Plan. This request was received by the 
Council on the 8th January 2018. 
 
Regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 requires 
that the responsible authority (Test Valley Borough Council) shall determine whether or not a plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects. As part of making this assessment, the responsible 
authority shall — 
(a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations; and 
(b) consult the consultation bodies. 
 
The Regulations advise that where the responsible authority determines that the plan is unlikely to 
have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an environmental 
assessment), it shall prepare a statement of its reasons for the determination. This statement will be 
published on our website. 
 
Natural England, Environment Agency and Historic England, as the statutory consultation bodies for 
the Regulations, were consulted on this SEA screening request. The consultation started on 11th 
January 2018 for a five week period, ending on 15th February 2018.  
 
Having regard to the letter and associated briefing note that you provided, the consultation 
responses from Natural England, Environment Agency and Historic England indicated that having 

Mr Wheadon 
Clerk to Goodworth Clatford Parish Council 
Kirkby House 
Smannell 
Andover 
SP11 6JW 

http://www.testvalley.gov.uk/


regard to the matters within their remit, the proposed Neighbourhood Plan would not be likely to 
have significant environmental effects.  
 
The Council has had due regard to the statutory consultee responses and the criteria within 
Schedule 1 of the Regulations in coming to a view on whether the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is 
likely to have significant environmental effects. Based on the summary of the proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan (as provided within the Briefing Note), it is the Council’s opinion that the Plan 
would not be likely to have significant environmental effects. On this basis, a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment would not be required for the proposed Goodworth Clatford 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
With regards to the Habitats Regulations Assessment and whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
required, the Council concludes that the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have a 
significant effect on European designations. This is supported by the response from Natural England. 
 
You are advised that if the anticipated vision and scope of policies for the Neighbourhood Plan are 
subject to significant change, it would be appropriate to review the Screening Opinion and the 
position regarding the Habitat Regulations Assessment. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Graham Smith 
Head of Planning Policy 
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