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To: _ _ Plannihg Policy
Ce: TH_Planning
Subject: Representations to the Test Valley Issues and Options Consultation
Attachments: 2018 09 10 Test Valley Local Plan Reps.pdf
Dear SirfiMadam

Please find enclosed representations to the Test Valley Local Plan |ssues and Options Consulfation on
bahalf of Thakeham Homes Lid.

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me,

| would be grateful if you would confirm receipt of this submission.
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This comrmunicalion iz inlendad only for ha use of the addrazses and may conlain infomrmation (hat i privilegaed and conildarn liz.
M poy are nof he infended recpient, you are hereboy notified thet the unaulhoneed diseemination of lhis communication is slriclly
prezhlbdled, IF you have received lhis comymunication in emor, pleass nolify us innmedislely by (elephone.
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THAKEHAM

Flanning Policy

Test Valley Borough Council
Beech Hurst

Weyhill Road

Andover

Hampshire

SP10 3Al

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Sirs,
10" September 2018

Test Valiey Local Plan issues and Opfions Consultation: Representations by and on
hehalf of Thakeham Homes Lid

Thakeham Homes [fd are submiiting representations fo Test Walley Borough Council
regarding the Lecal Plan Issues and Options Consultation (henceforth referred to as 'the
plan’} as lecal stakeholdars. Thakeham are a housebuilder based in Sussex, with a proven
track record of delivering high quality, sustainable schemes across the south east.

The purpose of the Local Plan Issues and Options document to collect information on the key
panning issues and to explore the possible policy options te address them.

Paragraph 35 of the revised NPPF, which was published on 24 July 2018, explains that to be
found 'sound’ the plan should be:
+ Positively prepared — the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which, as a
minimum, sesks to mest abjectively assessed needs; and is informed by agreements
with other authorities, so that unmet need from nefghbouring authorities s
accommodated where it is practical to do 50 and is consistent with achiaving
sustainable development
= Justifiad — the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against
the reasonable alternatives, and based aon proportionate evidence
+ Effective — the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint
working on cross-boundary sirategic matters
s Consistent with national policy — the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable
development in accordance with the policies in the Framewerk

e T XA PRy 1.1 T P PO P P

Covipany Regislraian b, 07 TrE334 . Ragsered Offcs Ak



Q4. Should the Local Plan’s housing requirement be conslistent with Governments
standard methodology?

Faragraph 60 of the revised NPPF states that "in order to determine the minimum number of
fromes needed, stralegic poficies should be informed hy a focal housing noed assessment,
conducted using the standard method in national planning guidance — unfess exceplional
circumstances justify an alfernative approach which also reflects current and future
demographic trends and markef signals.’

It goes on to stale that "in addition fo the focal housing need Agure, any needs that cannot be
miet within neighbouring areas should also be taken info account in estatlishing the amount
of housing fo be planned for.'

Itis difficult to see how 'exceptional circumstances’ could be demanstrated in Test Valley to
justify an alternative approach to the standard method, paiticularly in the context of Test
Valley being less far constrained than the neighbouring authorities of East Hampshire and
Winchester. East Hampshire is 58% covered by Green Belt, National Parks, AONB or S55I
and Winchester is 41% covered. By comparison, Test Valiey is only 14% constrained.

Furthermore, the duty to co-operate is the basis for strategic and cross boundary planning
across England. The duty is established in legislation which sets out the process all LPAs
must follow in camying out the duty to co-operate. The legisiative framework is also
stpported by mere detailed guidance in both the revised NPPF (paragraphs 24 to 27) and in
the PPG (paragraphs 9-001 to 9-023).

Key io the duty to co-operate is ensuring that housing needs in the HMA are met in full. If
there are any unmet housing needs in the HMA it is incumbent on the relevant | PAs to
identify where any unmet needs will be delivered.

The consultation document fails to give any consideration to addressing any unmet needs of
Its more constrained neighbours.

The amerging Lacal Plan will not be congidered to be positively prepared if the unmet need
from neighbouring authorities is not accommodated, where it is practical to do so and is
consistent with achieving sustainable development.

Conclusion

For the reasons outlined above, we consider that the Local Plan's housing requiremeant
should be consistent with Governments standard methodolagy.

In addition, the plan cannat be considered to have been positively prapared if any unmet
needs arising within neighbouring areas have not been taken into account in establishing the
amount of housing to be planned for. :
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| frust the above is clear, but please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any
clarification.

Yours Taithfully,

L ekl

Junior Planner
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