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Pianning Policy

Fram: Wallow Parish Council < .

Sent: 13 Septernber 2018 14:12

To: Flanning Poticy

Subjert: Consultation for the next Local Pan - Consultation Response from Wellow Parish
Council

Attachments: Local Plan comments version 0.1 .doox

Dear Sirs,

Please find attached a matrix summarising Wellow Parish Coundil’s respanse for the next Local Plan. In addition to
the points raised in the attached, | have been asked to forward on the following further ohsarvations/comments
from Members: ~

A5 you are aware, part of Wellow Parish resides in the Mew Forest National Park, one of Europe’s most sensitive
ecological areas. The footgrint effect on the adiacent National Park should be considered in future development in
Waellow {within the Test Valley boundary).

The consideration of light pollution should be standard in the review of development, thus ensuring that we
preserve speclalist ecologlcal features such as proteciion zones for bats {e.g. Mettisfont Bat Protection Zona}

Future develepment in Wellow must provide the necessary infrastructure to support it, especially mass
developrment such as the proposed 115 houses to the rear of the Village Hall, which was turned down. Flood
protection and impravements to drainage are critical for future proposed development in Welllow, especially with
its proximity to the river Blackwater {one of the most important spawning rivers for sea trout in the south}. Local
manhole covers have been known to blow when sites are flooded and raw sewerage can flow into the Blackwater as
a resylt.

Traffis i= o major issue. The increase in traffic generated by development is real concern. Do current guidelines used
for calculating the increase in traffic movements really reflect modern day Hving? Nowadays many househofds have
more than 2 adulis, and all have cars, making a mockery of the 4.5 total car movements per household, per day, The
journey along the A36 hetween Wellow and Qwer roundabouts can already take up to 48 minutes at peak times —
howe miuch more trathic can this route carry? Furthermore, rural country roads are being used increasingly to
circumnavigate snarl-upsfor roadworks on the boecal major routes. These lanes are not designed for either the
increase in the volume of traffic, ar the size of the vehicles — SatMav's redirecting HGY's down back roads can cause
a real danger for other drivers and for pedestrians, as in many cases there aren’t any pavements along the rural 'cut-
throughs’, Limits need to be placed on rural and single-track roads to restrict use by articulated vehicles and HGY's.

Finally, it is felt that the plan is weak on local transport and Lhe integration of transport, especially in respect of rural
areas,

Kind regards
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Coments on 'Lest Valley Borough Council document Gur future -- hove do we plaw for if? Toswes and
Cptiony Consultation for the next Local Plan

Comiment

What 1s good aboat living andfor working in Test Valley —
quiet enjoyment of the countryside bt within the context
of supportive und engaged communitics phus good access

to a range of transportation opions (road , rail and airport)

Improvements would nclude hetler, more [lexibic and
more innovative public wansporlaiion oplions e.g, a sort of
public or puhhcx’puva’rc Uber” service

Fuhanced lam]mcq atid 1mcmt1c5 for all residents

Wellow Tmpact

The (Jmferumenlh standard methodeology for housing
provision should be g gwde. The nature of 'test Valley is
diffcrent froin other areas of the country and this needs also
1o hL» considered when asseamn;b housing need.

; Tusi hmldmg more and more housing will not l'IELt‘HHdﬂI} :
Hnerease local economic growth. Many parts of the borough’
-might be classilied as being n the ceonomic periphery thm}

'HMA boundary seens d-,bl:rut righi

\Idlu‘ma] planning polm}f would seem1o favour Liue gruwih

gppreach of the ewrrent Local Plan. Increased development:
in the more/most rural paris of TVRBC can never “reduce
‘the nieed to travel..”. Fvidence {rom cxisting houscholds
“and new houschold growtl shows & clear pattern of at least

by cars per houschold with the economic and lifestyle
reasoning thal this is the only feasible and reliable form of

-aiddressing the need o travel. ‘This view s further
-evidentially supporied by the commuting pattern flows
reforred to on Page 12 3.19 - 321 and Figuee 11

;f‘xt lcast two more

cars for cach

~additional honschobd |

in the parish

“The 1mp£cmcn’rﬂtmn of National p]dnnmg polm}f w1th

respect to “promotes and retains existing services™ is
severcly restricted by funding chullenges ihat scem
unlikely to improve for the foreseenble fulure, This inpacts
mumy of the services that are based on linkage belween
localions ol delivery (mainly the large sites, Romsey.
Andover, and for healthcare out-of-borough locations) and
locations of demund {rural parishes that on their own
woukd be too small for locul provision). This is recognised

‘ Hnumng in rural arcas is becoming mut:umn,g,] }r
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unalTordable o famitics and young people”. This slatement
is evidentially incorrect in that housing in rural areas is
only unaffordable to some famvilies, Housing in all
Incations has always been unaffordable (o some familics.

Thereisa
relationship belween
“oromoting and
retaining existing
scrvices” and the
transport
praclicalities in
enjoying reasonable
ACLESS

Housing that comes
onto the market
seems o sctl quickly
it Wellow and 1o
households with
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Lot [unding the “supporting facilitics to cnable people to
ive in the coommmunities they have conncclions (o™,

Housing in raral areas (or the benefit of young people is a %familics.
i challenge not just from an affordability perspeetive but also.

:in levms of the wider, and age-speeific, range of services

- and facilities that young people might reasonably expect

and which arc very unlikely to be available oulside of the
larger centres. The statement in the consulfalion paper is
overly simplistic.

“There arc also those who wish 1o stay in the village by A Neighbourhood
downsizing lo smaller homes yet the supply may not b Plan issue in terms
available”, This would seem to be an issuc that will only | ol the numbers and
get bigger as the older demopraphic continues to prow s | mix ol any additional
the rural parts of the borough. 1t has big implications lur housing that

the rural areas and also the larger centres where supply residents consider
options do scem to be increasingly addressed by companies | should be planned

fwho build blocks targeled al older people. | for.

This may be substaniially unattainable given the challenges

Nalional Planning pelicy also needs 1o 10 catch up with the .
use of social media, by an increasing age range, in :
supporting a more virtisal communily that 1s not a5 rooted
in historic connections with physical locations/place.

Other {hings necessary to consider are mpact on the local | NFNDP and
environment, particularly in arcas with or close in 8581 Blackwater corridor
sites and national parks.
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sdevelopment in the main settlements would scem, rightly,
Ao be Tocused on larper developmcnts in forms of numbers
‘of dwellings. Sustainability for villages should be an jssue
. that is owned focally and supported by TVBC. Tt is another !

The current Loeal Plan policy does not necessartly imply
limited development “in the less sustainable villages of the
borough”. The curren{ concentration of facilitics supported

igsue that is much move complex and systemically broad
than the allocation of new housing/other developments.

In principle communily led distribution would scem to be
the only approach aligned with the Localism Act 2011,
particularly lor those parishes that have a Neighboorhood
Plan process underway. Lowever there coudd be an
argument for a proportionate distribution (o parishes il fhis
is considered to be a better way lor the Himely deBivery of
new development targets owned al bovough level, Recent
rescarch (Lichficlds May 2018 Insighl) concludes that to-
datc neighhourhood planmng's contribution to increascd
planned housing has been negligible. Tt may be that
contmumity led disinbution on its own will fail on
aggregalion to deliver sufficient numbers. Proportionale

‘dislribution might also cncourage greater cooperation
. . between parish councils on new developmenis which could
?:I:rc considered a better way ol viewing localism rather than ¢
@ parish-by-parish approuch. '
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“This would seen to be against at leas( the spitit of the

Localizm Aect 2017 and call into guestion the purpose of
MNeigh hnur]mﬂd Plan initiatives.

Whilsl new ganden V1IEagc initiatives mmht run the risk of

‘being, or being percetved 1o be, ‘social cngincering”
{projects, they represent a level of innovatlion on a varicty of

fronts {sustainability, high tech eco and other mirastructure
cte) that would seem to deserve being investigated in more

An alternative approach to dlStrlblltinf:_ development across
{the borough might be on the basis of an assessinent of
fucilities availality, polential and the minimisation of
travel for access, TE communities are more shaped by the
facilities and servives we enjoy, raiher than the houscs that
we live in, then this should be considered a primary driver
n terms of where new developmeits should be located,
Facilizes-led housing rather than house-led facilities and

inovation elsewhere

i the borowgh could
be of benelit Lo
Wellow over the next
20 vears

‘v’icwing any
additional housing in
Wellow [rom a
fucilities perspective
will be pait of our
NP work

Setrlement boundaries and thewr updating over time should
be part of commuuity-led planning iniliatives such as
nghl:murhnod Plans.

Assinplion 18 that the 111tc11dr::d definition of ailin {.1:11‘.11:-: is
houging ihat can be acquired at significantly less than

market-led valuations, This would scem to be primarily an - :

issue for vounger people rather than downsizers. The 40%

needs to be assessed based on demand (for housing and the

facilitic s context in which thf.t} lwe] from younger people

Hard queahfm 1o answer but priority should be gven w
iese delivering essential scrvices in the community and
some sort of income cap,

Yos as it ml_i bﬂtter coniohule l{mmd raixed cﬂmmumtms

Sclf-build will on_h evel be a very ymall p::ruentagb of the

housing stock it the borough. Bt should be dealt with on an

mdividual hasis taking into account Village Besign
Staiements and other normal planning requirements.
Professional develapers should not be the only people whe

tcan build houses so self-build i3 something that 1TV BC
qhould perhaps facilitats,

-Not sure the question should ask aptuin,ail} about

“cxeeptional quality”. Maybe the question should be
dwuollings in the countryside that are exceplionat in the

‘roadest sensc and add value to the local area. For
‘example, this could be a building that is exceptionally
‘eneryy efficient (ke many new German houses).
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TVBC should include a policy that requives a mix and type

of housing. Leaving it to the market to inform on such
matiers will likely result in supply-side led delivery with




 dovelopers building what is in their best cconomic
interests, The market is made up of concentrated supply-
side delivery and dis-apgregated or atomised demand.

Case by casc asscssmenl would seem (o be the best

Council cstablished density slandards might help in
redueing “lown appropriate” densities trying to be applicd

design codes that may be in place [ocally.

Mo. Such isstes should be assessed on a casc-by-case basis
taliing inlo account Village Desipn Statements and other

Dtﬁxily informed by
Land sympathetic to

the character of the
surrounding arca
nlight be anticipated
as being important
for residents as parl
of the NP

-2 ‘rural worker” thai residenls of the borough can
understand and relale o,

A mintmum set of standards as a slaring pomi would seem |

‘It will be probably very di[ﬁuull {0 get a good dcﬁxﬁtiﬁﬁ of |

H nderstand hiw these needs arc addressed clzewhere in the
counlry and make an asscssment of “hest practice’

If this is considercd a prionity issue that requires to be
addressed by the horough then the focus should be on the
main selllement greas (Romsey, Andover).

and does change over time (¢.g. we 1o longer need local
‘epal merchants), The Council should work with local
sconununitics (e.g. through Neighbourhood Plans) to
‘determine a plan [or the prolection and fiurther

: enhancement of location-specific faciitics.

rural/small town context of the borough.

clscwhere ele suggests that more land should be altocaled
to cnabie more choice and flexibility to the market

The imporlance and demand for facilitics and services cun

Fhe poinis raised in para 6.2 about investment taking place

Smaller workspaces would scem to be in keeping with the

Home working - not a substantive enough issue for the

‘Retail - no particular commenis

i 8kills - no particular comments

Clourism - no parttcular comments
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lr be a good idea.
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'Focal Plan.
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{ that is not conducive with village seltings

The principle of Local Gaps should be continued supperted
by a general poticy that sccks to avoid coulescence both
between adjacent selllement arcas and at parish level where
orech spaces separale areas of development and prevent 1
continuous sub-urban pallemn of continuous development

‘Both, We should work on Green Space designation

together and in a xuppmtnc way

Wa’rer efficiency {rom new du.fciopmcnts yes

chcwahle energy sile identifs cation, mcludmg wind - yes

Rumwahlc energy - br nquheid or greenfield major
transport corridors where olher land-usc options are
minimai should be the ﬂrbt arens {0 be comsidered.

We have a variety of |

‘valued green space
“Local Gaps’ that

shapc the character

sol Wellow and

miligate against a
sub-urban

continuous patlery of
developnieni

Energy eﬂmun{:}f CHCOUrAZEment in new develn}prmnte -

Look pro- di..ll‘l.-‘t!]}* al design quah‘rj, bcst practice
approaches in the rest of (he country and in other European

l"uth Opet spaccs —the Lacal !"Lm ahmzld tale account of
existing provision/funire rcquiremenu

Rely on Pluwng Pitch Stratepy rather than 4 per
i development approach cach with some “token” open space

rmbnbl} a wmbm;mnn

{loptinne lmlson with Fisloric I-ngland

that can be delivered through various infrastructuce-

qucatmn and hcalth might beller be regards as scrviees

supporied chanacls rather than consider alomgside roads

 Work with the other AgCneics to IEE[I]HL,E road use L.pmd by
motar vehicles such ihal walkers, cyclists and equestnan
uscrs have a safer experience in their enjoyment of the
sharcd infrastivcture, The manageiment of road vse speed
should be informed by the nature of non-motor vehicle
flows/demands rather than being determined by a
[Tigghwitys aﬂgcncy hascd rr:rad Ldtz:g,m'imhnn

Reseurch ways of incentivising gavage use [ur cars rather
thﬂn for general houschold storage.
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Loo many new developmcntq scem 1o be allowed with :
parages that could only ever by nsed by the very smallest |
available cars.







