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Sent: 14 September 2018 13:19

To: Planning Policy

Cc: jeremy.gardiner

Subject: Issues and Options Consultation - Land East of Ludgershall

Attachments: Land East of Ludgershall Promotional Statement email version.pdf; Land East of

Ludgershall issues and Options Response.pdf

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find a link to download our representation on your Issues and Options Consultation in regards to land east of
Ludgershall below. This includes:

¢ Issues and Options Response
+ Promotional Statement

s [andscape Visual Statement
e Ecology Assessment

¢ Access Design

+ lllustrative Masterplan
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The Issues and Options Response and Promotional Statement are both also attached to this email.

We request that you will consider the wider distribution of residential allacations in your forthcoming Local Plan
review and that you find land east of Ludgershall suitable for residential development.

H you have any queries abcut the submission or the site, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,

it o

Principal Planner
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WYG has been instructed by the Faberstown Trust to respond to the Test Valley Borough
Counci! ‘Issues and Options Consultation for the next Local Plan’, July 2018. The document is

called *Our Future — How do we Plan for it?’

This response should be read alongside the WYG detailed Promotion Statement from October
© 2017 and the new Promotional Statement dated September 2018 which is submitted alongside
this response. These statements set out why the land to the East of Ludgershall is a suitable
site for allocation for residential purposes. New technical work has also been submitted to

support its proposed allocation, and this comprises:

» Ecological Appraisal

o landscape Visual Impact Assessment

e Access design

» Site analysis

« Conceptual layout
However, this response will focus on the higher-level questions raised in the consultation
document about strategic issues and does not rehearse the site-specific arguments that have
been set out to demonstrate the site is suitable, sustainable, can be delivered, is available and

achievahle.

We believe that the focus within the Northern Test Valley area to deliver 91% of the dwellings
in the area around Andover with only 9% in the Rural area is the wrong approach and
unbalanced. While Andover would be expected to take a significant share of housing as the
main settlement in the north, it is wrong to leave the other settlements with little realistic
ability to grow and become more sustainable. We support a strategy that encompasses a
variety of site types and sizes to meet the NPPF paragraph 20 requirement for Local Plans to
identify an appropriate and sustainable strategy for the pattern and scale of development and
help reduce travel. A rebalancing of the strategy to include a larger proportion of other
sustainable settlements would address these spatial, delivery and transport objectives.

A Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental Assessment Report was prepared by Test
Valley Borough Council in 2013 to assist in the preparation of the Revised Local Pian
Development Plan Document (DPD), which forms part of the Test Valley Local Development




Framework. This Sustainability Appraisal reviewed broad areas of search within Andover and
~ surrounding settlements, and this included a broad area of search on the edge of Ludgershall.
This concluded that the areas to the north west (in closest proximity to Ludgershall) have ‘a
higher level of accessibility relative to other parts of the broad area of search’ and ‘it performs
well in relation to biodiversity’. The appraisal also compares each area of search, which
condudes that the edge of Ludgershall performs better than Stockbridge and is comparable in

performance to areas around Andover.

Further to this, the broad areas of search were identified based on the ‘top two tiers of Test
Valley's settlement hierarchy and the equivalent areas outside the Borough (i.e. Andover,
Charlton, Stockbridge and Ludgershall). Ludgershall is considered as second tier (Market
Town) settlement in Wiltshire and therefore is comparable to Stockbridge (Key Service Centre)
in Test Valley. However, all the current allocations in northern rural Test Valley are on land to
the east of Andover. The issue arising from this approach is that it severely limits the choice
of locations for new house purchasers, concentrating new housing in one location, thereby
greatly reducing the price differentials between developments which come to the market. This
also creates an almost complete reliance on the delivery of all the housing market area’s needs
into one location that may not deliver housing at the rate needed. Moreover, many of the
allocations on the edge of Andover are not in the most sustainable locations for new housing,
as they are so remote from the town centre (ie. beyond walking distance). In this regard,
smaller settlements such as Ludgershall provide better opportunities for new development

allocations.

Many villages to the north and west of Andover are small settlements, with either poor
transport connections or special historic characters protected by conservation areas. Villages
such as Abbotts Ann, Monxton, Amport, Thruxton and Appleshaw are all constrained in these
ways. In comparison, Ludgershall is a relatively unconstrained and sustainable Market Town,
as demonstrated by the technical work submitted alongside this representation. It has a
number of facilities within the settlement and is well connected to Andover with regular bus

services along Andover Road that connects the two settlements.
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Furthermore, the NPPF tasks LPA’s with delivering “a wide choice of quality new homes”. The
Local Plan review provides the opportunity to address the restricted locational choice delivered
by the adopted Local Plan. For‘example, Ludgershall is a more affordable place to live than
Andover with lower average house prices. As of September 2018, the website Zoopla states
that the average house price paid in Andover is £332,600 whereas the average price paid in
Ludgershall is £235,996; this means the average house price in Ludgershall is £96,604 lower
than in Andover. Therefore, development on the edge of Ludgershall would provide a better
distribution of housing across the north of Test Valley whilst also providing more affordable

market housing for the local area.

It is essential that new families and individuals are encouraged into Ludgershall to support the
local shops and facilities, so they remain viable. There are a good variety of shops, pubs,
services, and facilities in existence but as the Issues & Options document recognises, the
pressure from on-line shopping is growing and new customers are needed to keep them open.
Ludgershall needs to continue to expand for a sustainable future and this presents a unique
onportiinity to expand the town to the east into Test Valley, onto land which is generally
unconstrained and can be developed without harmful impact on the more sensitive parts of

Test Valley barough.

The Issues & Options document identifies the concerns around the affordability of housing in
the borough and accepts that the inability for people to afford their own home is a major
problem (para. 3.6). Affordability is a particular problem in the rural areas in the north of the
borough where house prices tend to be higher than at Andover. In addition, the Issues &
Options document also accepts that commuting patterns are resulting in a higher reliance on
private cars with 10% more households in Test Valley owning a car than the national average.
Unlike some of the sites in Andover that are over 3km from the town centre and more likely
to result in an increase in car ownership, there are other sites available and worthy of
consideration in more compact settiements. The proposed allocation in Ludgershall is just over

1km from its town centre, providing a realistic option for people to walk into the centre.

It is considered that the current approach as set out in para. 5.9 of the Issues & Options

document to focus on large sites in Andover and Romsey cannot on its own meet the upcoming
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challenges that are set out later in the same paragraph. This points out that national planning
policy seeks to distribute development to reduce the need to travel, that development should
promote and retain existing services, and support rural areas. Therefore, in addition to large
allocations at Andover and Romsey, development allocations should be made at other more

sustainable settlements in or adjoining the borough, including at Ludgershall.

Figure 11 — Summary of commuting flows for Test Valley from 2011 Census shows that out of
the total 24,993 out-commuters 2,539 travel out of the Borough and into Wiltshire. This dearly
shows that a high proportion of residents in Test Valley need to travel westward each day for
work, so by providing new housing on the far western boundary of the Borough, travel times
and distances can be cut for commuters. In the opposite direction, 5,394 travel into Test Valley
from Wiltshire from a total of 22,985 inward commuters. This direction of travel is the largest
inflow of commuters from one location in the whole of Test Valley, higher than both
Southampton and Eastleigh. This may be because many people cannot afford to live in Test
Valley, specifically Andover, so they live in Wiltshire and commute inwards. As discussed
earlier, the significantly cheaper property values in Ludgershall mean that a new development
on land East of Ludgershall will provide new homes at more affordable prices for people who
are otherwise priced out of Test Valley. Once again, this will also mean those travelling in

would have short commutes, reducing the need to travel.

This point is expanded on in paras. 5.12 - 5,14 of the Issues & Options where it specifically
accepts that those in rural villages and settlements rely on the market towns, that rural villages
are becoming increasingly unaffordable for families and young people and that they lack
downsizing opportunities through lack of supply. It points out how this leads to unbalanced
communities and can affect services, facilities, employment and housing. The current local
plan strategy of relying on community led planning and rural exception sites to meet these
needs in rural communities is clearly not addressing this issue in any significant way and a
step change is necessary. It is understood that there are currently no ‘made’ Neighbourhood
Plans in the Borough and so there will not be many sites coming forward from the community

in the foreseeable future and only 9 dwellings have been delivered under the rural exception
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sites policy in the last 5 years. This scale of ‘support’ for rural communities is clearly insufficient

to address these challenges.

We believe that the current approach in northern Test Valley of focusing on Andover only
provides part of the solution, that the new communities there need time to integrate and that
any further peripheral expansions of Andover will be less sustainable than other possible
locations. For example, it is approximately 3.5km from the middle of Picket Piece (walking) to
the Guildhall in Andover town centre, whereas it is only just over 1km m from the eastern

edge of Ludgershall to its town centre,

Simply allocating more sites on the edge of Andover to meet the housing needs of the Narthern
Housing Market Area for Test Valley is not as sustainable as delivering more homes in
settlements which have accessible facilities already in place to-support an increased local
population. There is also the risk that, by not adding to these local populations, those facilities
will not have the critical mass of users to sustain them. The NPPF recognises this point clearly

and states:

“To promote sustainable development in rural areas, housing should be located where it
wili enfiance or maintain the vitality of rural communities. Planning policies should identify
opportunities for villages to grow and thrive, especially where this will support local services.
Where there are groups of smaller settlements, development in one village may support

services in a village nearby.” (paragraph 78 of NPPF, 2018).

Ludgershall very much falls into this scenario and requires its population to expand to support
local services both within the settlement itself, but also in supporting the neighbouring

settlements that rely on it.

Therefore, for the reasoné stated above, and as reflected in the Issues & Options document
itself, it is considered that a new approach to the spatial distribution of development is needed,
with a mixture of options pursued. This includes continuing with extant Local Plan allocations
together with new development allocations at other Key Service Centres in the borough. The
‘proportionate distribution to parishes’ should not just be based on the existing populations




43

but should be weighted to reflect the sustainability of each location, thereby ensuring that
sustainable development options on the border of Test Valley are not inadvertently overlooked
due to the position of local authority administrative boundaries.

18. Planning is underpinned by the need to ensure that new development is sustainable, so it is
essential that new development is directed towards the settlements that can provide a

sustainable location.

19. Again, the NPPF supports this approach to expanding settlements with significant extensions
where they have suitable infrastructure and facilities, such as Ludgershall:

“The supply of large numbers of new homes can often be best achieved through planning
for larger scale development, such as new settlements or significant extensions to existing
villages and towns, provided they are well located and designed, and supported by the
necessary infrastructure and facilities.” (paragraph 72 of NPPF, 2018).

20.  Whilst the ‘community led distribution’ and ‘new village’ options are worthy of consideration at
this early stage in the development plan process, it is clear that delivering housing through
Neighbourhood Planning is not a credible option here. Likewise, the “new village” option
(assuming that a credible proposal exists) is a long-term proposal that will not meet the
existing needs identified in the next ten years at least.

21. In response to question 4, the Faberstown Trust supports the Government’s standard
methodology and believe that the local plan’s housing requirement should follow that approach
as this brings an objective and consistent approach to the housing numbers debate.

22." The Faberstown Trust also believe that the answer to question 5 is that increased housing
clearly supports economic growth and would boost for the local economy around Ludgershall.
The Home Builders Federation carried out research in 20151 that demonstrated the economic
impact of housebuilding with new jobs created both directly and in supporting industries, a

1

https:llwww.hbf.co.uklfileadminldocumentsfresearch!Eéonomic Fotprint BPF Report March 2015 WEB.pd
f
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significant boost for suppliers (many of whom are small local businesses), and increased
expenditure in local shops and services. The small businesses in the rural community around
Ludgershall would stand to benefit considerably from new development, both in the shorter

term during construction, and then on-going from the new residents,

For all the reasons set out above, we believe that the answer to questions 7 & 8 are that there
should be a revised ‘proportionate distribution to parishes’ where Key Service Areas / Market
Towns (or equivalent from Test Valley border settlements) are given a proportion of new
development that is weighted in accordance with how sustainable each settlement is and not
just in relation to the size of the existing Test Valley parish population. We submit that land
East of Ludgershall should be allocated for housing development in order to take advantage
of the existing facilities in the town, which is a more sustainable location for development than
most of the other smaller rural settlements in northern Test Valley. Such an allocation would
deliver more affordable market housing than in the majority of northern Test Valley, it woutd
assist in reducing inward and outward commuting, and it would bring forward a relatively
unconstrained site for development, thereby reducing development pressures in more

sensitive parts of the borough.
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Introduction

This promotional submission has been prepared
on behalf of our client, the Faberstown Trust,

to promote land east of Ludgershall for housing
development through the Test Valley Strategic
Issues and Options Consultation for the next Local
Plan.

It provides a summary of the background planning
position, contextual and site analysis and presents a
conceptual development framework.

The 15.8 ha field abuts the eastern edge of
Ludgershall at Faberstown and marks where the
administrative boundaries of Wiltshire Council

and Test Valley Borough Council meet. As this
administrative boundary runs along the western
edge of the site, the site falls within but on the edge
of Test Valley Borough Council’s administrative area.
The south-western boundary of the site is bound

by Andover Road (A342), providing road access to
Andover to the south-east (5 miles), Devizes to the
west (18 miles) and Marlborough to the north (13
miles).

Test Valley Adopted Local Plan 2011-2029
(Revised):

The key Local Plan policy from Test Valley (COM1)
identifies that there is 2 minimum housing provision
of 10,584 homes which must be met by the end of
the 18-year Plan Period.

The Local Plan housing reguirements are divided
into two parts (Southern and Northern) to allocate
residential commitments. The Northern Test Valley
area, within which the site resides, has been
allocated a2 housing provision target of 7,092 homes
to be delivered over the Plan Pericd (394 per
annum). This housing requirement has further been
split into the areas of Andover and the Rural Test
Valley.

The Local Plan Policy COM1 sets out that over

the 18-year Plan Period, Rural Test Valley will be
responsible for delivering an allocation of 648 homes
(36 per annum).

On 14th September 2017, the Department for
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) set out
details on how it intends the proposed standard
methodology for assessing housing need to operate.
This indicative assessment of housing need,
allocates 569 dwellings per annum to Test Valley.
This is in line with the adopted Local Plan figure of
588 dwellings per annum. Therefore, Test Valley BC
will be required to allocate further strategic sites for
housing in the forthcoming Local Plan Review at the
same scale as in the adopted Plan.

Issues and Options Consultation for the next
Local Plan

Our response to the current consultation will
be submitted alongside this but in a seperate
representation.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown

wWww.wyg.com @
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Planning Context

A Sustainability Appraisal / Strategic Environmental
Assessment Report was prepared by Test Valley
Borough Council in 2013 to assist in the preparation
of the Revised Local Plan Development Plan
Document (DPD), which forms part of the Test Valley
Local Development Framework. This Sustainability
Appraisal reviewed broad areas of search within
Andover and surrounding settlements, this included a
broad area of search on the edge of Ludgershall.

This concluded that the areas to the north west (in
closest proximity to Ludgershall) have ‘a higher leve!
of accessibility relative to other parts of the broad
area of search’ and ‘it performs well in relation to
biodiversity”. The appraisal also compares each

area of search, which concludes that the edge of
Ludgershall performs better than Stockbridge, a Key
Service Centre, and is comparable in performance to
areas around Andover.

Further to this, the broad areas of search were
identified based on the ‘top two tiers of Test Valley’s
settlement hierarchy and the equivalent areas outside
the Borough (i.e. Andover, Charlton, Stockbridge and
Ludgershall)” Ludgershall is considered as second tier
(Market Town) setidlements in Wiltshire and therefore
is comparable to Stockbridge (Key Service Centre).

However, all allocations in north Rural Test Valley
are on land to the east of Andover; as can be seen
on the Allocation Distribution Plan on the next
page. The issue arising from this approach is that
it severely limits the choice of locations for new
house purchasers, concentrating new housing in
one location, thereby greatly reducing the price
differentials between developments which come to
the market.

Many villages to the north and west of Andover

are small settlements, with either poor transport
connections or are protected by conservation areas.
Villages such as Abbotts Ann, Monxton, Amport,

ways.

In comparison, Ludgershall is a relatively
unconstrained and sustainable Market Town, as
demonstrated in the following Site Context and
Analysis section of this statement. It has a number of
facilities within the settlement and is well connected
to Andover; with regular bus services along Andover
Road that connects the two settlements.

Furthermore, the NPPF tasks LPA’s with delivering
“a wide choice of quality new homes”, The Local
Plan review provides the opportunity to address

the restricted locational choice delivered by the
adopted Local Plan. For example, Ludgershall is

a more affordable place to live than Andover with
lower average house prices. As of October 2017, the
website Zoopla states that the average price page

in Andover is £289,167 whereas the average price
paid in Ludgershall is £233,578; this means the
average house price in Ludgershall is £55,589 lower
than in Andover.Therefore, development on the edge
of Ludgershall would provide a better distribution

of housing across the north of Test Valley whilst
providing more affordable housing for the local area.

Wiltshire

B Major Centres i . =
] New Forest National Park : 2
I North Wessex Downs AONE
I Rural Test Valley
Thruxton and Appleshaw are all constrained in these W Souther Test valiey

[0 Andover

Basingstoke
and Deane

|
AR
[A333] E3E

Winchester

- Y
Nsoy
’

Eastleigh 7

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown
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Planning Context

Wiltshire Core Strategy 2015 - Tidworth Area
Strategy

The Tidworth Community Area is located on the
eastern edge of Wiltshire Borough Council’s Authority
Boundary, and contains two key Market Towns -
Ludgershall and Tidworth. The area is mostly rural in
its character and includes part of the North Wessex
Downs Area of OQutstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
The main settlements within the community area
include Tidworth and Ludgershall. Currently the area
is dominated by the presence of the military as one
of the largest employers in the area. As Salisbury
Plain, the military’s largest training area (390 km2),
is located within the Community Boundary, the
settlements of Ludgershall and Tidworth provide
local centres and popular residential locations for
military employees.

The local Tidworth Area Strategy aims to develop
Tidworth and Ludgershall to serve complimentary
roles and develop a range of shared facilities and
services. In doing this, the local area plan aims
to introduce a mix of both military and civilian
employment spaces and local facilities to serve a
more varied and sustainable population.

Over the Local Plan Period (2006-2026), 12
hectares of new employment space will be provided
(excluding what had been delivered or committed to
before April 2011). Core Policy 35 allocates 12 ha of
new employment space at the Castledown Business
Park located north of Tidworth Road in Ludgershall.

Although Tidworth and Ludgershall have not been
identified as locations to support strategic sites

for employment growth, Castledown Business

Park (Reserved from the previous Kennet District
Local Plan 2011) remains a significant location for
employment growth for the short and medium term.

The proposed housing delivery reguirement for the
Tidworth and Ludgershall Community Area states
that over the duration of the Local Plan Period, the
delivery of 1,900 new dwellings must be achieved.
The settlement areas of Tidworth and Ludgershall
Town are responsible for delivering 1,750 of these
during this period, with land for 74 dwellings yet to
be identified.

One proposed strategic housing site has been
located at Ludgershall - Drummond Park (MSA
Depot) (CP2), north of the allocated employment
area at Castledown Business Park, with the potential
to deliver 475 new dwellings.

It is clear from the above that Ludgershall

is a settlement that Wiltshire have deemed
appropriate to zllocate a large quantum of land

for development; both residential and employment.
Ludgershall is therefore a settlement which will grow
significantly within the period to 2026.

The north, west and south of Ludgershall is
dominated by either environmental designations,
employment sites or the military. Whereas the
eastern end of Ludgershall is mostly residential in
nature and is an appropriate place to extend the
settlement. However, the District Boundary limits the
extension of Ludgershall to the east.

Given its location on the Wiltshire/Test Valley
boundary, it should be seriously considered as a
location for a strategic housing allocation in the
forthcoming Test Valley Local Plan review.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown

WWW.WYg.Com @



® wo2 BAMm MMM umolsiage ‘peoy Janopuy ‘|leysiabpn 1o 35837 puel

(dT4) OTRL SIaWIaly Jo uofiRolald Aineag einieN CUpURISING Jo eany T p—
aImanseU Usaln & —_
i — i Sl Aniied P HOMIAN SIN0Y AIEL —
wepssoyyy wowkorcwz [T] fifs1anIp0aD DUF AlISIoAIPOIG "adespur] g .
) Solv |rsoded proy mEm @
GTAD POy Wo Ao |Edraile M UoE30]Y [EUAPISaY uoneuodsury
wowAordws
(40 OLHH BumD w0 voy [ p— it Bursno oeiinon wemouss wowaos ]
— (T3) ¥2QT ANL0D 93RS Ul ol ] 162 Uz Ery poo)
200y LOEAIBSUCS S K“zr.na g4z Y | AIOMALLEL AW AT
i U uo| saIneg. 3
IURWUeNALT D au oiioaieid moeds ‘o ot Hnlmu Arspunog vy dsunwwed [T
(d4) 244 5901198 UOB3U0Y PUT LOdS JoORING Bunsi] SRS 3085 0 DYS 'uonEAIIsUGS o Bony [eraeds [N e puoBo

ueld AB33enS Ry YHOMPLL

—

000zL:L




3 Context Analysis

The site is situated in a sustainable location with key services close by in
Ludgershall. Local facilities include Ludgershall Castle Primary Scheol, St
James Church, Ludgershall Sports and Social Club, three convenience stores
(Cooperative Food store, Nisa and Tesco Express), local restaurants and
drinking establishments, a local park with children’s play equipment on Deweys
Lane and local fire services. There is also a local health centre and doctors’
surgery, a post office, additional retail and service facilities and Town Council
offices located on the High Street. The nearest convenience store (Nisa) is
located at the service station approximately 470m southeast of the site along
Andover Road.

The nearest bus stop is located to the east on Andover Road, approximately
450m from the centre of the site. The Activ8 service, provided by Salisbury
Reds, offers regular service (30 min. intervals) to Salisbury and @ more regular
service between Ludgershall and Andover (15 min. intervals). This service P g ‘
provides access to bus and train stations in Andover, with an average journey ,.njm_mﬂmﬂ_m.u_m«‘ s—— S T boundary of the it
time of approximately 20-25 minutes. From this stop, residents also have
access to the 852 service run by Stagecoach. This service runs once a day
(7:20am) and terminates at Peter Symonds Sixth Form College in Winchester.
From the centre of Ludgershall there is also access to a Stagecoach service
(80) to Swindon which runs 4 times a day.

" murce

Abutting the western boundary of the site are the residential streets of
Graspan Road and Pretoria Road. There is @ small children’s play area located
on the western boundary at the end of Pretoria Road. Existing develoment
at Faberstown extends eastwards along the southern side of Andover Road
to the south of the site; including motor services, service station and a

Nisa convenience store. The site extends no further east than this existing
development to the south (see Context Analysis Plan opposite).

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown WWW.wWyg.com @
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4 [Ecology

Work undertaken

A desk study was undertaken to obtain existing
information on statutory and non-statutory sites of
nature conservation interest and relevant records
of protected/notable species within the site and its
zone of influence. This report has been submitted
alongside this statement however it’s findings have
been summarised in this section.

A preliminary ecological appraisal was carried out
on site on 27th March 2018 to record habitat types
and dominant vegetation, including any invasive
species, and a reconnaissance survey for evidence
of protected fauna or habitats capable of supporting
such species.

Finally, a report has been written which provides
an assessment of the potential ecological receptors
present on site, any constraints they pose to
future development and any recommendations

for any further surveys, avoidance, mitigation or
enhancement measures that are neaded.

Results

The marginal habitats on site in the form of
woaodland, hedgerows and grassland strips are
considered to have the potential to support badgers,
nesting birds, reptiles, dormice and foraging and
commuting bats. However, the vast majority of the
site comprised agricultural fields of limited ecological
value.

Recommendations

The following measures are recommended to
mitigate ecological effects and protect against
potential breaches in wildlife protection legislation:

e It is recommended that boundary habitats i.e.
woodland, hedgerows and grassland strips are
retained where possible on site.

s It is recommended that a pre-commencement
badger survey and nesting birds check is
undertaken prior to works commencing.

The following surveys are recommended to
understand the impact on ecological features that
might be present on site based on the habitat
recorded:

e Reptile surveys within grassland margin.

e Bat activity surveys to be conducted between
April and October, one in spring (April-May), one
in summer (June- August) and one in autumn
(September-October).

e Dormouse presence/likely absence survey within
woodland and hedgerow boundaries.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown
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Landscape

The Landscape and Visual Statement has considered
the likely effects of the proposed residential
development on the landscape character and visual
amenity within a 4km study area. The Landscape
and Visual Statement is broadly based on GLIVA3
and its application has established an appropriate
scope for the initial appraisal to be undertaken.

The site has a rural character setting within arable
farmland but is influenced by its relationship with
the edge of the Ludgershall settlement and its close
proximity to the A342 Andover Road. The character
of the site is also influenced by its close proximity
to the North Wessex Downs AONB, particularly in
that it benefits from a strong sense of enclosure
afforded by the surrounding woodland blocks and
the undulating downland topography.

National and local policy permits development that is
‘sympathetic to local character and history, including
the surrounding built environment and landscape
setting ..., which can also demonstrate ‘high guality
in terms of design and local distinctiveness’ that
would not adversely affect the North Wessex Downs
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility - Screening
Features Analysis plan on the opposite page is a
ZTV for the landscape study area that was prepared
as part of this initial assessment. This analysis for
9m height proposed buildings includes existing
buildings and woodland screening features within
the study area. The ZTV indicates that limited parts
of the surrounding landscape within the study area
would have potential for views of the proposed
development.

A viewpoint appraisal was also carried out to confirm
the initial desk studies and ZTV analysis from

areas of public access. The height and density of
perimeter vegetation surrounding the site, limits the
opportunity for open, unobstructed views across the
site.

The Landscape and Visual Statement concludes that
the site represents an opportunity to accommodate
the proposad residential development and associated
mitigation without unacceptable change to the
landscape character and visual amenity experienced
within the surrounding landscape.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown
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7 Site Analysis

o The North Wessex Downs (NWD) AONB is to the north of
the site, however there is little visual connection from the
AONB to the site;

e The design of any development will have to take into
account its impact on the setting of the NWD AONB. This
will affect the extent, scale and location of development on
the site;

s The site is contained on three sides by strong belts of
mature boundary trees. These should be retained and buffer
areas should be provided between these tree belts and
housing to avoid shading, avoid impact on root systems, and
provide ecological corridors.

e Access can be taken from the land used currently for a layby
as that location provides excellent visibility and therefore a
safe point of access.

e There is the opportunity to create a new gateway to
Ludgershall, which in turn would slow traffic on this part of
Andover Road.

e Considertation of the existing residents to the west should
be dealt with sensitively.

s A ecological buffer should be included to protect
environmental potential of the woodland edges of the site.

e There is an opportunity to provide a pedestrian and cycle
gateway into the site from Pretoria Road.

e Opportunity for some long distance views

Relationship with existing residential at Faberstown

Potential location for access

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown
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Conceptual Layout

The site is relatively unconstrained and provides
an opportunity to create a desirable place to live.
To achieve this the conceptual layout opposite
maximises the number of homes that will look out
into the countryside and creates new quality open
spaces.

The conceptual layout delivers 350 dwellings on a
development area of circa 9.7 ha, creating a net
density of 36 dwellings per hectare (dph) but a gross
density of only 22 dph.

The layout provides approximately 5.6 ha of open
space, which means the proposal over-provides

its requirement for open space (approx. 2.7 ha
required by Policy LHW1: Public Open Space of the
Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan DPD 2011
- 2029). This includes play areas, parkland and
informal open space.

The proposal has been informed by the technical
work undertaken on site. The access, designed
by a highways engineer, has been taken through
the layby on Andover Road. This access provides
sufficient capacity to service the proposed
development. Due to the ‘bend’ on the road the
access has very good visibility in both directions.

The ecological appraisal stated that the edges

of the site are the most sensitive areas, with the
agricultural centre of the site having very low
ecological value. Therefore, development has been
kept away from these edges and fronts onto the
open space created by this buffer zone. This natural
surveillance creates a safe and soft edge to the
proposal. The boundary trees will be both retained
and re-enforced, where needed. New tree planting
throughout the development will mitigate any visual
impact of the development.

The landscape analysis found that the site is not
visible from most of the AONB due to the extensive
tree cover and lack of long distance views towards
the site. This means that development is suitable
across the site, with creating a strong urban link

to Faberstown a key priority for the landscape
character.

A new pedestrian and cycle link will be created
through to Pretoria Road. New pedestrian and cycle
routes will also be created around and throughout
the site.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown
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Summary and Conclusion

The Wiltshire settlement of Ludgershall is on the
border with Test Valley and provides a sustainable
alternative to Andover, as a future strategic
development location for the Test Valley Local Plan
review.

The Government White Paper ‘Planning for the
right homes in the right places” and the subsequent
release of the new NPPF in July 2018 aims to tackle
the lack of affordability of housing. One of the ways
the new NPPF does this is to include affordability
into the objectively assessed needs. After January
2019, Local Authorities adopting a new Local Plan
will have to use the new standard methodology,
which means that Test Valley will need to deliver 569
dwellings per annum. The Council will be required
to allocate further strategic sites for housing in the
forthcoming Local Plan Review at the same scale as
in the currently adopted Plan.

The Government is clear that it wants to improve
affordability, and there is an opportunity to provide
very affordable housing (in its wider sense) for
local people on this relatively unconstrained and
edge of settlement site. Average house prices are
significantly lower in Ludgershall than Andover,
thus providing a greater choice of low cost market
housing in Test Valley.

The site could also deliver about 140 homes for
affordable rent and shared ownership (at 40% of
the total), making an important contribution to
addressing housing need in nort-west Test Valley.

The settlement is well connected to local transport
links; such as main roads (Andover Road connecting
directly to Andover), bus routes and cycle ways.
Ludgershall itself has a substantial number of
facilities for local residents; these include a primary
school, local health centre and doctors’ surgery, a
post office and a petrol station. The settlement has
other leisure facilities such as pubs, sports facilities
and shops.

The site could accommodate around 350 dwellings
and would deliver a substantial amount of open
space and new recreational facilities. As the

site is relatively unconstrained, it is available
immediately and could be delivered in the next 5
years. Therefore, this site could make a significant
contribution towards Test Valley meeting its housing
need requirement.

It is suggested that the Issues and Options
Consultation for the next Local Plan considers a
better distribution of residential development sites
across Northern Test Valley and that land east of
Ludgershall provides a suitable location for the
allocation of residential land.

Land East of Ludgershall, Andover Road, Faberstown

wWww.wyg.com @






If you would like any more information
please visit www.wyg.com or contact:

Matt Alisopp
Southampton
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Land East of Ludgershall: Ecological Appraisal

Executive Summary

Contents

Summary

Site Location The site s located to the east of residential area Ludgershall, Andover in
Harmpshire county and |s centred at Qrdnance Survey Matlonal Grid
Referance SU 28259 A(1389,

Proposals The site is being recommended for allocation within the test Valley Local
Flan review,

Existing Site Mo previous ecological reports were identified for the development site.

Information

Scope of this A desk study pertaining to nature deslgnations, local spadies records and

Survey(s) priority habitats in the area was conducted. A Phase 1 habitat survey was
carried out on the site on 27th March 2018 that identified habitats
present and thelr potentlal to support protected species,

Results The marginal habltats on site in form of woodland, hedgerows and
grassland strip are considered to have the potential so support badgers,
nesting birds, reptiles, dormice and foraging and commuting bats.
Howevear, the vast majority of the site comprised agricultural fields of
limited ecolagical value,

Recommendations | The following measures are recommended to mitigate ecological effects

and protect against potential breaches In wildlife protection legislation:
= It s recornmended that boundary habitats |.e. woodland,
hedgerows and grassland skrips are retalned where possible an
site,
= Jtis recommended that & pre-commencement badger survey and
nesting birds check is undertaken prior to works cormmencing,

The following surveys are recommended to understand the impact on
ecological features that might be present on site based on the habitat
recorded:
s Reptile surveys within grassland margin,
« Bat activity surveys to be conducted bebween Aprll and Gctober,
one in spring (April-May), one in summer (June-August) and one
In autumn (September-Octaber).
e Darmouse presence/llkely absence survey within woodland and
hedgerow boundaries.

Faberstown Trust
Al104324
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Badger Act
BAP

BCT
BolCC
ETO
CEnv
CIEEM
CRoW Act
DEFRA
EclA

EMP

EPS

EPSL

GCM
Hahbitat Regulations
HAP

HEIC
Hedgerow Regulatlons
HPI

INCC
LERC
LEAR

LMR

LWS
MAGIC
MCIEEM
Matura 2000 site
MNE

MERC Act
MME.
NPPF

PEA

REPB

SAC

SAP

SPA

SPI

5551

TRPO
WSBRC
WaCA

Protection of Badgers Act 1992

Biadlversity Actlon Plan

Bat Conservation Trust

Bird(s) of Conservation Concern

British Trust for Ornithology

Chartered Environmentalist

Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

Department for Environment, Foad and Rural Affairs
Ecaloglcal Impact Assessment

Ecological Management Plan

European Protected Species

European Protected Species Licence

Great Crested Mewt

Conservation of Habitats and Specles Regulations 2017 (as amended}
Habiltat Actlon Plan

Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centra

Hedgerow Regulations 1997

Habitat{s) of Principal Importance

Join Nature Conservancy Coundil

Local Ecological Record Centre

Local Biodiversity Actlon Plan

Lacal Mature Reserve

Local Wildlife Slke

Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside
Member of Chartered Instibute of Ecology & Environmental Management
A European site designated for its nature conservation valua
Matural England

Matural Enviranment and Rural Communities Act 2006
Mational Mature Reserve

Mational Planning Palicy Framework

Freliminary Ecologleal Appralsal

Rovyal Saciety for the Protection of Birds

Special Area of Conservation

Species Action Plan

Special Protection Area

Species of Principal Importance

Site(s) of Special Scientific Interest

Tree Preservation Orders

Wilkshire & Swindon Blological Recards Centre

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981

Faberstown Trust
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Land East of Ludgershall: Ecological Appraisal

1.0 Introduction

11 Background

WYG was commissioned by Faberstown Trust on 6% February 2018 to undertake an Ecologlcal
Appralsal of the site known as Land east of Ludgershall.

This report has been prepared by Assistant Ecologist Dominika Murienova.
1.2  Site Location

The site Is located to the east of residential settlement Ludgershall, Andover in Hampshire and is
centrad at Ordnance Survey Natlonal Grid Reference SU 28259 50389, The survey area, hereafter
teferred to as the 'site’, is shown on Figure 1 and comprises of an agricultural field surraunded by a
strip of deciduous woodland, species-poor hedgerows with semi-improved grassland edge. The site is
sltuated within an agricultural setting with fields surrounding the site to the north and east, while
urban structures and resldentlal dwellings surround the site to the south-west and west,

1.3 Development Proposals

The site is being recommended for allocation as residential within the Test Valley Local Plan review.
1.4 Purpose of the Report

The objectives of this is assessment are to carry-out:

» A desk study to obtain existing information on statutory and non-statutory sites of nature
conservation interest and relevant records of protected/notable species within the site and
its zone of Influence;

= A preliminary ecological appraisal invalving & walkover of the site to record hahitat types
and dominant vegetation, including any invasive species, and a reconnalssance survey for
evidence of protected fauna or habltats capable of supporting such spacies,

= An assessment of the potential ecological receptors present on site, any constraints they
pase to future development and any recommendations for any further surveys, avoldancs,
mitigation or enhancement measures that are needed (as appropriate).

Mote that Latin names are provided at the first mentlon of each spedies and commaon names (where
appropriate’ are then used throughout the rest of the report for ease of reading.

The conditions for this report are provided in Appendix A.

Faherstown Trusk 3 August 2018
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2.0 Methodology

2.1 Desk Study

2.1.1 Local Ecological Records Centre

Information was requested from the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) and the
Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre (WSBRC) for information on any nature conservation
designations and protected or notable species records within 2 km of the site. Only records from the
last ten years (records from the whole of 2008 inclusive) were included |n this report,

The data search covers:

» Statutory designated sites for nature conservation, namely SACs, SPAs, Ramsar sites, S551s,
MMRs and LMRs;

» Mon-statutory designated sites for nature conservation, namely LWS,;

s Legally protected species, such as great crested newts, bats and badger;

» Motable habitats and species, such as those listed as Habitats or Species of Principal
Importance; and,

a  Priotity habitats or species within the Wiltshire & Swindon LBAP and Hampshire BAP,

The data search did not cover;

e Tree Preservation QOrders (TPOs), ar
»  Conservation Areas designabed for their special architectural and historic Interast.

2.1.2 Online Resources
A search for ralevant Information was alse made on the following websites:

e MAGIC yww, magic.gov.uk — DEFRA'S Interactive, weh-based database for statulory
designations and information an any EPSL applications that have been granted in the local
area since 2015.

2.2  Field Surveys

The following methodologies have been Used to identify the ecological receptors present on or near
the site, which are relevant to the praposed development.

2.2.1 Habitats

An extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken at the site on 27" March 2018 by WYG senior
acalaglst Kevin Wood GradCIEEM. The weather conditions were overcast with light wind and an
ambient temperature of 11°C with a very light rain shower for a period of 10 minutes during the
SUMVEY,

The vegetation and broad habltat types within the site were noted during the survey in accordance
with the categories specified for a Phase 1 Vegetatlion and Habitat Survey (Joint Nature Conservation
Committee (INCC), 2010). Dominant plant species were recorded for each habitat present using
nomenclature according to Stace (2010). The slte was also appraised for its suitability to support
notable flara, with regard to the CIEEM Guidelines for Freliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017).

Fabarstown Trust i August 2018
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2.2.2 Protected & Notable Species

The site was inspected for evidence of, and its potentlal to sUpport, protected or notable species,
especially those listed under the Schedule 2 of the Habitat Regulations, Schedule 5 of the WR&CA, tha
CRoW Act, those given extra protection under the NERC Act, and specias included in the Wiltshire &
Swindon LBAP and Hampshire BAP.

Great Crested Newt

The site was appraised for its suitability to support great crested newts (GCN) Tritwrus cristatis. The
assessment was based on Guidance outlined in the Herpatofauna Workers’ Manuad (Gent and Gibson,
2003) and the Great Crested Newt Consarvation Handbook (Langton, Becketand Foster, 2001).

Bats
Roost — Buildings/structures/trees

Any suitable buildings, structures or trees on site were assessed fram the ground for their suitability
to support breeding, resting and hibernating bats using survey methods based on the BCT Saf
Surveys for Professional Eoologlsts: Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, 2016) — hereafter referred to as
the 'BCT Guidelines’. The following system has therefore been used to categorise the bat roost
suitability of any features found:;

Table 1 Categories of Bat Roost Suitability (BCT Guidelines)

Suitability | Typical Roosting Features

MNegligible | Negligible habitat feature on site likely to be usad by roosting bats.

Low A structure with one or mare potential roost sites that could be used by individual
bats opportunistically. Howewver, these potentlal roost sites do not provide enough
space, shelter, pratectian, appropriate condltions and/or suitable surrounding
habitat to be used on a regular basis or by larger numbers of bats (j.e. unlikely to
be suitable for maternity or hibernation).

A tree of sufficient size and age to contaln potential roost features but with none
seen from the ground or features seen with only very limited roosting potential,

Moderate A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by bats
due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but unlikely
to support a roost of high conservation status (with respect to roost type only — the
assessments in this table are made Irrespective of species conservation status,
which is established after presence is confirmed),

High A struckure or tree with one or more potentlal roost sites thak are obviously suitable
for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis & potentially for longer
periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding
habitat.

Foraging/commuting bats

The BCT Guldelines use the following criteria to categorise the potential value of habitats and features
for use by foraging and commuting bats and these have been used to characterise the value of this
site:

Faberstown Trust 5 August 2018
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Table 2 Categories of Habitat Suitability (BCT Guidelines)

Suitability ‘ Typical Foraging & Commuting Features
Megligible | Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by commuting or foraging bats.

Low Habitat that could be used by small numbers of commuting bats such as a gappy
Hedgerow or unvegetated stream, but isclated, i.e. not very well connected o the
surrounding landscape by other habitat,

Stltable, buk isolated habitat that could be used by small numbers of foraging bats
such as a lone tree (nat Ina parkland situation) or a patch of scrub.

Moderate Continueus habitat connected to the wider landscape that could be used by bats for
commuting such as lines of trees and scrub or linked back gardens.

Habitat that is connacted to the wider landscape that could be used by bats for
foraging such as trees, scrub, grassland or water.

High Continuous high-quality habitat that is well connected to the wider landscape that is
likely to be used regularly by commuting bats such as river valleys, streams,
hedgerows, lines of trees and waoadland edge.

High-guality habitat that is well connected to the wider landscape that Is likely to be
used regularly by foraging bats such as breadieaved woodland, tree-lined
watercourses and grazed parkland.

Site is close to and connected to known roosts.

Reptiles

The site was appraised for its suitability to support reptiles. The assessment was based on guidance
outlined Inthe Herpetofauna Workars Mamia! (Gent and Gibson, 2003},

Badogers

The site was surveyed for evidence of badger setts or other badaer activity such as paths, latrines or
signs of foraging. Methodalogles used and any setts recorded were classified according to published
criteria {Harris, Cresswell and Jefferies, 1959).

Hazel Dormice

The site was surveyed for Its sultabillty to support hazel dormice. The assessment was basad on
guldance cutiined in Bright af af {2006),

Other Species

The site was also appralsed for |ks suitability to support other protected or notable fauna Including
mammals, amphibians, birds and invertebrates with regard to CIEEM's Guidelings for Prefiminary
Ecalogical Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017) and B542020:2013 Biodiversity — Code of Practice for Planiing
arg Development (BS1 Group, 2013). Evidence of any current ar historical presence of such species
was recorded.

2.2.3 Invasive Species

The site was searched for evidence of Invasive plant specles listed an Schedule 9 of tha WRCA, such
as giant hogweed Heracleun mantegazzianum, Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandiiifers, Japanese
knotweed Faliopia fapanica, some rhododendron specles and wall cotoneaster Coloneaster
horizontalis, A Tull lIst of all Schedule 9 species is provide in Appandix B.

Fabarstown Trust B August 2018
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Land East of Ludgershall: Ecological Appraisal

2.3 Limitations

The optimal period to undertake an extended Phase 1 habitat survey Is April-September. The survey
was completed in March which is outside the optimal survey window. However, the survey was
conducted on the 27" March and the field consists almaost entirely of an arable fleld and habitats
common within the landscape and as such this is not considered to be a limitation to the accurate
assessment of the habltats, and the dominant species of the respective vegetation bypes were visible
and ldentifiable.

To determine presence or likely absence of protected species usually requires multiple visits at
suitable times of the year. As a result, this survey focuses on assessing the potential of the site to
support species of note, which are considered to be of principal importance for the conservation of
blodversity with reference to thase given protection under UK or European wildlife legislatian. This
report cannot therefore be considered a comprehensive assessment of the ecological interest of the
slte. However, it does provide an assessment of the ecological Inkerast present on the day the site
was visited and highlights areas where further survey work may be recommended,

The details of this report will remain valid for a perlod of twe years from the date of the survey,
after which the validity of this assessment should be reviewed to determine whether further updates
are necessary. Mote that the recommendations within this report should be reviewed (and reassessed
if necessary) should there be are any changes to the red line boundary or development proposals
which thls report was based an,

Faberstown Trust 7 August 2018
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3.0 Baseline Conditions

3.1 Designated Sites

The following designated site of nature conservation importance have been identified within 2km of
the site.

Table 3 Designated Sites within 2km
. . Distance &
Designation Direction Summary of features
SINC Fresth {0.5km SE Anclent semi-natural woodland.
Copse
Relic
SINC Hillfield 0.5km E Ancient semi-natural woodland supporting a
Copse notable species meadow saffron { Colchicusm
Suttamnas),
SING Cunney's | 0.5km SE Ancient semi-natural woodland with slgnificant
Ciown surviving elerment of ancient semi-natural
Copse woodland, that supports notable species meadow
saffron,
]
SINC Grove 0.8km SE Ancient semi-natural woodland.
Copse,
Appleshaw
SINC The Belt 0.8km S5E | Ancient semi-natural wood|and.
SINC Chapel | 1.3km SE Woodland with significant surviving element of
Copse ancient semi-natural woodland, that suppotts
notable species white helleborine { Canhalanthers
_ damasonitm).
SINC Littleton 1.5km 5 Ancient semi-natural woadland.
Copse,
Kimpton
LwWs Coldridge 1.5km N Largely beech (Fogus sylvatica) plantation on an
Wood ancient woodland site divided into compartments
by tracks and rides, with mixed native broadleaves
retained around the edge and in the southeast
corner,
LWS Cockshord, | 1.5km MW Beech and harnbeam [Carpinus Betufus) plantation
Great on an ancient woodland site with fairly narraw
Wiclcheath, rides and damp in places.
Sawpit and
Oxdown
Copses
WS Stert 1.3km N Meglected coppice with standards, featuring large
Copse amaounts of outgrown hornbeam coppice together
Faberstown Trust ] August 2018
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Site Distance &
| Name Direction

Designation

| Summary of features

with field maple (Acer campestre) and hazel
{Corylus avellana).

In additional to the above designations, the nearest Natura 2000 slte |s Salisbury Plain SAC and SPA
located approximately Skm west of the site.

3.2 Habitats
The following habltats have been identified through our assessment:

2.2.1 Broad-leaved Semi-natural Woodland

A broad-leaved woodland strip is present along the northern, western and part of the seuth-eastern
boundary of the site and extends further off-site, A footpath runs through the northern section of the
wioodland strip (Photograph 1). The woodland comprises a canopy of mature oaks Quercus robur, ash
Fraxinus excelsion, hazel, holly fex aquifolium, dogwaood Comus sanguinea, hawthorn Crataegus
ronogyng, dog rase Rosa caiing, blackthorn Prurtis spinosa and elder Samibicus sigra, with an
understorey of bramble Rubus fruticosus, lords-and-ladies Arn macidatum, deavers Galium aparing,
common nettle Lriica dioics, cow parsley Anfhriscus splvastris, hogweed Heracleum sphongylivrm and
honeysuckle Lonfcers periclymenum, The woodland strip running along the south-western boundary
is dominated by beech with & dry dralnage channel present adjacent ko the site,

Photograph 1 Woodland strip along the northern boundary
.I.I T - N - ;‘ I\"a\-‘"—_\‘:;;‘l" -’ | 'hu,ﬁ.- - %Lf-l

o
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3.2.2 Dense Scrub

A small section of dense scrub is present along the north-western boundary adjacent to residential
dwellings (Photograph 2). The scrub comprises predominately of bramble, dogwood and hawtharm.

Photagraph 2 Dense scrub with adjacent semi-improved neutral grassland strip

3.2.3 Scabtered Scrub

Scattered scrub is present along the northern and eastern borders of the field. It comprises bramble,
dogwond and hawkhorn,

3.2.4 Species-poor Hedgerow

A species-poor hedgerow consisting of laurel Lacirts nodilis lines a section of the north-wastern
boundary (Photograph 3). An additional species-poor hedgerow lines a section of the north-western
boundary, which comprises hawthorn, bramble, vy, elder, hedge bindweed Cafysiagla sepivm and
honeysuckle.

Faberskown Trust 10 August 2018
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Photograph 3 Laurel hedgerow

3.2.5 Species-poor Hedgerow with Trees

Species-poor hedgerow with trees lines the central section of the south-western boundary
{Photograph 4). The hedgerow comprises hazel, holly, ivy, field maple, bramble and dogwoaod.

Photograph 4 Species-poor hedgerow with trees
—
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3.2.6 Semi-improved Neutral Grassland

A strip of semi-improved neutral grassland, approximately 1m wide, 1s located along the narthern,
egstern and westarn boundarles of the site (Photographs 2-4). The grassland comprises Yorkshire fog
Holctis lanatis and red fescue Fesfisca rubra. A brash plle (TN1) Is located within the grassland strip
towards the northwest corner of the site,

3.2.7 Tall Ruderal

Twno sections of tall ruderal vegetation are present within the western boundary of the site; the first is
located along the hedgerow with trees {Photograph 5) and the second is located within the north-
western corner of the site. Species present comprise selfheal Privialis viuigars, white dead nettle
Lamium aftwim, Yorkshire fog, creeplng thistle Cisium anvense, cow parsley, round leaved cranesbill
Geranium rofundifofivm, broad-leaved dock Rumex abtusifolius and commaon nettle.

Photograph 5 Tall ruderal vegetation

3.2.8 Arable

The site consists of an arable field (Figure 2) which was ploughed at the time of the survey far an
arable crop (Photograph &)

Fabwerstown Trust 12 August 2018
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Photograph 6 Arable field

3.3 Protected & Notable Species

3.3.1 Great Crested Newts

The data search conducted via HBIC or WSBRC returned no recards of GCH within 2km of the site
within the last 10 years, WSBRC returned four records of GCN dated to 1972 and 1976 within 2km of
the site.

Mo ponds are present within the site or within 500m of the site boundary. As such, there s
negligible potential for GCN to be present on the site.

3.3.2 Reptiles

Four records of reptiles, comprising comman lizard Zoofics vivibasa and slow-worm Anguis fagilis
were returned within 2km of the site. The closest record was for slow-worm located approximately
0.4km to the west of the site,

The semi-improved grassland strip along the site boundares, tall ruderal, scrub, a brush plle {TH1)
and woadland boundaries offer potential foraging opportunities and shelter for reptiles. However, due
to the continual agricultural practice of the site, the interior of the fleld does not provide suitablliby for
reptiles. The boundary habitats do provide some |imited connectivity to the wider landscape, which
consists predominantly of arable fields. The site has been assessad as provided low potential to
suppart reptiles.

3.3.3 Bats

HBIC and WSBRC returned 16 records of bats within Zkm of the site within the last 10 years,
comprising pipistrelle spedes Pipisiralius sp., common pipistrelle Aioisiralivs pinistrafius, soprana
plplstrelle Plnistrelius pyigmaeus, long-eared species Plecofis sp. and brown long-eared bat Plecotus
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auritus, Several of the recordings were records of a roost. The closast record was located
approximately 1km to the west of the site and was for a foraging commaon pipistrelle.

Additionally, a single granted EPS licence was return through the MAGIC search and allowed for the
destruction of a resting place for brown long-eared bat, common pipistrelle and Natterer’s bat Myofis
natleren appraximately 1.6km south west of the site and was granted In 2016,

Faraging and commiting bats

Linear features that form the site boundaries offer patential faraging and commuting opportunities for
bats. These habitats provide connectivity to more suitable foraging and commuting habitat within the
wider landscape such as areas of woodland to the north and east of the site. However the agriculbural
fleld Itself is unlikely to provide foraging or commuting opportunities for bats. Owverall, the site was
assessed as having low potential to support foraging and commuting bats,

Roosting bats

A nurmber of mature oak trees in the woodland boundary offer bat roosting potentlal, The trees have
holes from missing limbs, rot holes, or are vy covered that represent features offering the roasting
potential. See defails of tree assessment in Table 4 below and in Appendix C — Target notes.

Table 4 Details of potential bat roosting features

Potential roosting

Bat roost suitability

i featura
T1 Dak Ivy coverage Low
T2 Dak Ivy coverage Lowy
T3 Oak Hole arcund dead limb and Moderate
missing limb
T4 Cak Rot haole an a limb Negligible
TS Oak Gaps by missing limbs and Moderaks
dead wood

3.3.4 Badger

HBIC returned nine records of badder within 2km of the site within the last 10 years. The closest
recard is adjacent to the site on the south-weastern border. WSBRC refurned one record of badger
within 2km of the site from year 2000,

Ma signs of badger activity or badger presence were observed at the time of the survey, The
woodland site boundarles offer suitable badger habitat, while the agricultural field itself is of limited
suitahility for badgers. The marginal habitats also connect the slte to wider suitable habitat by
providing corrdors far movement from/te woodland blocks to the south-east of the sibe, These are
the lacations where other badger recordings come fromn. Overall, the site was assessed as providing
low suitability for badgers.
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3.2.5 Hazel Dormice

HEIC and WSBRC returned no records of hazel dormouse within 2km of the site within the last 10
years. WSBRC returned 11 dormouse records dating back to 1993 and 2005,

Mo signs of dormouse presence or activity were observed on the site during the survey. However, the
hedgerows and woodland boundary of the slte forms a suitable habitat for the dormice; a
combination of hazel, holly, hawthern and brambles offers good foraging opportunitles for dormice,
and cannectivity of the boundarles allows for movement of dormice within the suitahle habitat and
also to wider sultable habitat. Overall, the site was assessed as having moderate potential for
darmice.

3.3.6 Otber & Water Vole

HBIC and WSBRC returned no records of otter Lotra fufrg and water vole Andcola amphiBiss within
2km of the site.

Mo slans of otter and water vole presence were observed on the site during the survey. The habitat
on site and wider habitat do not provide sultable conditions for these spedies and the site was
therefare assessad as having negligible suitability for otters and water voles.

3.3.7 Birds

HBIC and WSBRC returned 240 records of 27 specles. 11 of these are red listed as birds of
conservation concern (BoCC) by BTO, Including fieldfare Tirdus pilaris, linnet Linaria caniabing and
yellowhammer Emberiza afronela, The closest record was for the amber listed bullfinch Pyrfieda
pyrrfida and was returned from Cunney’s Down Copse SINC located approximately 0.5km south east
of the site.

The boundary woodland strip, hedgerows and areas of scrub provide suitable nesting and foraging
habitat common hirds species. The arable fleld could provide suitable habitat for farmiland birds.
However arable land |s widespread habltat in the local area and no previous records from this fleld
were identified. Overall the site was assessed as providing low suikability for notable birds.

3.3.8  Invertebrates

HEBIC and WSBRC returned 23 records of six species of invertebrates within 2km of the site within the
last 10 years, including white admiral Linenitls camifia. The closest record was the NERC 541 species
brown halrstreak Thecls bekize and was located within the same 1km arid square as the site.

The habitat on site is of [imited suitability for Invertebrates of conservation interest as the site
consists of an arable field and undergoes consistent disturbance through agricultural use. The borders
of the slke formed by hedgerows, scrub, tall ruderal and woodland are however sultable for
utterflies. The slite was overall assessed as providing low suitahility for notable invertebrates.

3.3.9 Other Mammals

HBIC returned one record of hedgehog Eninacsus ewropasus and two records of brown hare fepus
eurapaes within 2km of the site within the last 10 years. WSBRC also returned six records of brown
hare from years 1965 - 1976,
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The woodtand and hedgerows on site provide suitable habitat for these species and are connected to
the wider landscape where the record of a hedgehog was recorded, approximately 200m to the west
of the site. Area where hare was recorded is separated by Andover Road, which is adjacent to the
west of the sike and can represent a barrer to this species. Additionally, a rabbit Onclolagus
eundcidus warren was noted within the woodland strip alang the sastern boundary of the site (TN2) at
the time of the survey.

3.3.10 Inwvasive Species

HBIC returnad one record of maontbretia Crooosarz x crocosmifoda within 2km of the site within the
last 10 years. The record was locabed approximately 1.3km SE of the site along the Andover Road.
WSBRC returned no records of invasive species within 2km radius.

Mo invasive species were observed on site al time of the survey.
3.4 Importance of Ecological Features

Based on the above baseline information, each ecological feature recorded within the study area is
considered to have the following importance, as defined within the CIEEM Guidelines for Ecologlcal
Impact Assessment {2016):

Table 5 Importance of Ecological Features
[
Feature | Importance | Rationale
LWSs & SINGs Counrty LWSs and SINCs are anclent woodlands which is an
irreplaceable habitat type  Important at a counby
scale.
Arable Megligible This monoculture Is of negliglble Importance in terms

of the diversity of plant species, but can suppart
protected and notable species such as rare arable
weeds,

Marginal habitats Megligible The marginal habitats comprised specles-poor
hedgerows with scattered trees, dense and scatberad
scrub, tall ruderal and semi-improved nedtral
grassland. These habitats are widespread in local
ared. They are likely to form connections around the
site and with the wider landscape for a variety of
ecological features such as breeding birds, reptiles

and dormice,
Broad-leaved semi-natural | Local Woodland strip that immediately borders the site
wioodland may qualify as an ancient woodland HPL It is likely

to form connection of wider l[andscape to the site for
a variety of ecological features such as bats, birds,
darmice and flora. .

Badgers Megligible Mo evidence of badger was found, howewver
woodland border off-site could support setts close
enough ta the site to be affected by any construction
worls, Pre-commencement survey would be required
to confirm badger absence.

Faberstown Trust it Algust 2018
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Feature

Birds

Importance

Megligible

Rationale

Arable land could provide suitable habitak for
farmland birds of conservation importance.
Hedgerows and scrub provide suitable nesking
habitat, therefore pre-commencement survey for
nesting birds is reguired.

Irvertebrates

Megligible

The habitats within the site are commaon and
widespread and would not support invertebrates of
canservation importance,

Other mammals

Local

Marginal habitats are suitable habitat for brown hare
and hedgehog that are SPI.

GCN

Megligible

Mo suitable habltat on site, or ponds within 500m of
the boundary of the site.

Water vole and okter

Megligible

Mo suitable habitat on slte,

Invasive species

Hazel dormice

Megliglble

One record 1.3km distant from the site, unlikely to
spread o the site.

Unknown

Field boundaries and adjacent areas of woodland
have the potential to support hazel dormice. Further
surveys walld be required to establish presence or
likely absence of the specias.

Reptiles

Unknown

Field boundary, scrub and tall ruderal habitats on site

have the potential to suppart reptlles, Further
surveys are required.

Bats

Uinknown

Linear features potentially provide commuting
corridors and foraging habitat. Further nlght-time
activity surveys are regulred. There [s a potential for
bats to roost within trees within the woodland strip
forming the site boundary.

Either: International fncls Elropean) / Matiopal / Regional / Calinty Local f tealiglble

Or: Unknowi (.. further stmveys|

ation needed)

The potential for the proposals to have adverse or benefidal impacts on these features, along with
the need for any mitigation or enhancemeant measures are discussed in detall below,
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4.0 Relevant Planning Policy & Legislation

4.1 National Planning Policy Framework

The NPPF was adopted in March 2012, Section 11 of the NPPF, Consendng and Enhancing the Natural
Enviranment replacas Planming Policy Statement 2 (PPS9): Biodiversity and Geological Conservation,
However, government Circular 86/2005, Blociversity and Geologica! Conservalion: Sialufory
Obfigations and thelr Impact within the Planning Systam, which relates to PPSS remains valid and is
referenced within Paragraph 113 of the NPPF.

Circular 06/2005 states that the presence of protected species is a material consideration in the
planning process. The NPPF alsa states that * planning policies showld promete the protection of
ariority spedies papiialions Knked to national and focal targets.

Furthermore, cantral and local government policy now paints towards ecological enhancement on
development sibes, The NPPF cansiders enhancement in the statement * The planning system should
corttribute to and enhance the natural and focal emdronment By protecting and anfiancing valued
{andscapas. .and miaimising impacts an biodiversity and providing net gains In dlodiversity’.

4.2 Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife & ecosystem

services

Biodiversity 2020 replaces the previous UK Biodiversity Action Plan and sets national targets to be
achieved. The intent of Biodiversity 2020, however, |s much broader than the protection and
enhancement of lass common species, and is meant to embrace the wider countryside as a whole.

The priority specles and habitats considered under Biodiversity 2020 are the SPI & HPI detailed under
MERC Act (see Appendix B for further details).

4.3 Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LBAPs identify habitat and species conservation priorities at a local level {byplcally County by County)
and are usually drawn up by a consorbium of local Government organisations and conservation
charities. Although they are no-longer managed at a national level many are still reviewed and
updated at a local |evel,

Table 6 and Table 7 contain the Hahitat & Species Action Plans from the Wiltshire & Swindon LBAP
and Hampshire BAFP refevant to this site.

Table & LBAP SAPs
Species Action Plans
Reed warbler Sleylark
Lesser spotted woodpecker Cam bunting
Linnet Waoaodlark
Red kike Spotted flycatcher
Faberstown Trusk 18 August 2018
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Species Action Plans

Grey partridge

Golden plover

Bullfinch

House sparrow

Song thrush

Yellowhammer

Cornflower Bastard-toadflax
m}lte helleborine Stag beelle

Small heath White-letter halrstreal

Silver-spotted skipper

Chalk hill blue

Brown halrstreal

Comman piplstrelle

Saprano plplstrelle

Brown long-eared bat

Brown hare Hedgehog
Slow-worm Common lizard
Table 7 LEAP HAPs

Habitats Action Plans

Broadleaved woodland {Wiltshire)

Lowland mixed deciduaus woodland
{Hampshire)

It should be noted that the existence of a SAP or HAP does not always infer an elevated level
importance for those features, These plans may be designed to encourage an Increase in these
habitats/specdies, rather than to protect a counby-scarce feature (for example),

4.4 Test Valley Local Plan

Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan DPD (2011-2029) adopted in 2016 includes the following

policies:

"Policy £5: Biodiversity

Devalopment in he Borough that Will consenve, and Where possibie restare and / ar enbance,

Siadiversity will be permitted,

Devalopmant that s likaly to result in 8 significant effect, efther alone or {0 combination, on an
international or Etropean natiire conservalion dasignation, ar a site proposed for such
designation, will need to satisli the requirements of the Habitat Reguiations,

Davelopment kel fo result in the foss, deterioration or hamm to habitats ar species of
importance to blodiversity or geological conservation inferests, either direcy or indirectly, will

not be permifted unfess:

a) the need for, and benefits of, the development in the proposed location outweighs the
advarse effect on the relevant Modiversity inferast;

Fabarstown Trust
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B} jt can be demonstrated that it could not reasonably be located on an alternalive site that

would reswlt in fess or no fianm fo the Diodiversity inferssts; and

£} meastres can be providad (and secured through planning conditions or legal agreements),

that would avold, mitigate against or, as a last rasort, compensala for the adverse effects
kel o result from development,

The habitats and spedies of importance to Biodiversity and sites of geological interest
cisidarad in relgfion fo points a) fo ¢ comprise:

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (5551s),;
teqally protecled spedies;

Sites of Importance for Mafure Conservation (SINCs) and Local Nature Resanves (LR
arionty habitats and specles fisted In the natfonal and local Blodiversily Action Plansga;
habitats and species of principal importance for the conservation of Bodiversity in
Englandion,

freas, waaalands, andent woodiand (indluding semi-natural and replanted woodland), aged
gl veteran frees, and friedgerows; and

features of the landscape haf function as 'stepping stonas” or fonm part of & wider nebwork
of sitas by virdue of thelr coferent ecological structure or fundtion or are of inpodance for
the migration, dispersal and genefic exchanoe of Wild species.

The level of protection and mitigation should be proportionate to the status of the habitat or
specias and its importance individuall and as part of a wider network.

4.5 Legislation

Full details of the UK legislation and offences which are relevant to the ecological receptors Identified
are included In Appendix B. However, based an the findings of our assessment, it is considered that
the proposals will need to canslder the fallowing legal provislons:

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 — Relating to the potential for effects

on EPS e.q. dormice,
The W&CA 1981 {as amended} — relating to the potential for effects on reptiles, Schedule 1

birds,

The NERC Act 2006 relating to species listed in accordance with the requirements of
Section 41, e.g. hedgehogs.

The Hedgerow Regulations.

Wild Mamimals {Protection) Act 1996 — relating to construction works and provisions that

must be made to prevent offences under the Act,
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5.0 Discussion

5.1 Designated Sites

Local Wildlife Sites

There are seven SINC and three LWS designated sites within 2km of the site. The closest sites are
Freeth Copse Relic, Hillfield Copse and Cunney's Down Copse SINCs and are located approximately
0.5km to the south-east and east of the site and are separated by agricultural fields, all these sites
are designated as ancient semi-natural deciduous woadlands.

The development could have potential indirect impacks on these designated sites as a resulk of
increased recreational pressure from the influx of new resldents to the local area. However, they
appear to be under private ownership and are no public rights of way. It is recommended that a
detailed impact assessment is made once more infarmation on the proposed development 1s known.

Broadleaved Semi-natural Woodland

The woodland strip has the potential to support nesting birds, roosting bats, reptiles, badgers,
dormice and common invertebrates. It also provides sulkabllity to support commuting, foraging and
roosting bats. There are several sites within 2km of site that are designated as ancient woodlands,
and this strip of woodland also holds potentlal to have ancient woodland flora present. As the
woodland strip forms the boundary it is recommended to be retained as part of the development. A
buffer around the woodland from the developmeant is recommended. Should a future proposal show
the woodland te be impacted, a botanical survey of anclent woodland indicator species (NERC 541
specles} and roosting bat surveys may be required.

Scrub and Hedgerows

The areas of dense and scattered scrub, species-poor hedgerows and hedgerows with trees have the
potential to support nesting birds, and also to provide shelter for reptiles and food resources for
darmice. As such, pre-commencement survey for nesting blrds and also a sulte of reptile and dormice
surveys are recommended. New hedoerow planting as part of future proposal should include native
species that will enhance the ecological value of the site.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland and Tall Ruderal

Strips of grassland and tall ruderal vegetation have the potential to provide food resources for reptiles
and [nvertebrates. A suite of raptile surveys js recommendead. The grassland is not considered to
meet the requirements of classification under the grassland habitats listed under the Wiltshire &
Swindon and Hampshire LBAP. Any areas of grassland included within future development proposals
have the potential to be have their florlstic value enhanced, which wlll be beneficlal for Invertebrates
and birds.

Arahle

Arable field that forms vast majority of the site |s consldered to have low ecologlcal value due to
being Intensively rmanaged. It may provide foraging resources for birds and invertebrates. Howewver,
removal of this habitat is unlikely to have large consequence for ecology of the site,
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53 Protected & Notable Species

Great Crested Newt

There ara no pands present within the site or within 500m of the site. Field margins of grassland,
woodland and scrub offer suitable terrestrial habitat for GCN. Mo records for GCN were identified
within 2km of the site, The site has overall negligible suitability for GCN and therefore no further
surveys for this species are reguired.

Reptiles

A mosaic of scrub, hedgerows, tall ruderal, grassland and waodland offers suitable conditions for
reptiles to be on site. A suite of reptile surveys |s therefore recommended; this would involve the
laying of artificlal refugia within areas of suitable habitat and checking the refugla on seven occaslon
between March and September {optimal survey season April, May, June and September) in suitable
weather conditions.

Bats

Roosting

Mo buildings are present within the site. There is a number of mature oak tress within the woodland
strip that hold bat roosting pobential, The woodland strip |s recommended to be kept with a buffer
zone as a part of the development. Should future proposals show the woodland strip to be Impacted
and trees remaoved, further assessment of potential bat roosting features will be required.

Commuting and Foraging

The site has been assessed as having low potential to support foraging and commuting bats (Collins,
2016) and is therefore recommendead to be subject to further surveys In order to ascertain the
diversity and distribution of bats species utilising the site,

In accordance with BCT guidelines, one survey visit per season (spring — April to May, summer — June
to August, auturn — September to October) is recommended, In addition ta this one automatic/static
detector is recommended to be placed out on five consecutiva nights per season (between April-
Octobear}.

Further detailed recommendations will be made following the bak activity surveys, however it is likely
that a sensitive lighting strategy will be required for the site, to reduce light spillage into surrounding
retained habitats in particular the adjacant woadland.

Badgers

Evidence of badger activity was not ohserved on-site and no setts were recorded. Sultable foraging
hahitat was however found to be present on site, along the site boundaries within the woadland strip,
As a precautionary measure, it is recommended that a pre-construction badger check is carried out
prior to works commencing to ensure that badger activity on-site has not changed.

Hazel Dormice

The mosaic of scrub, hedgerow and woodland offers suitable conditions for hazel dormice to
patentially use the site. A suite of dormice surveys is therefore recommended. This would involve the
installation of dormouse nest tubes within suitable habitat within the site and checking the tubes once
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a month in order to achieve 20 survey points, considered fo be a reasonable survey effort based on
the index of probability scoring systemn {Bright af &, 2006). The points system {as shown in Table 8
below) varies throughout the year as nest tubes are most fikely to be occupied during May and
August/September.

Table 8 Index of probability of finding dormice present in nest tubes in any one month

Month Index of Probability

April

May

June

July

L9y 0 I % S B

August

September
October

Fo I I T

Moverber

If prasence of dormouse is confirmed on site a mitigation strategy and an EPSL from NE may be
needed {e.g. for any removal of woodland, hedgerow of scrub on-site). This can only be obtained
once full planning permission has been granted and all planning conditions relating to wildlife have
been discharged.

Birds

Habitat an site offers limited sultabllity for specles of conservatlon concern, Should future proposals
require removal of hedgerows, scrub or trees within the woodland strip this is recommended to be
undertaken outslde of the bird nesting season (March to August inclusiva) or after an inspection by an
experienced ecologist no earlier than 24 hours before commencement of warks. If nesting birds are
located, the ecologist will sugdest suitable buffers are put In place to prevent disturbance.

Invertebrates

The mosaic of scrub, grassland and woodland habitats along the boundaries of the site offer a range
of sultable habltat for a range of terrestrlal Invertebrate specles. However due bo the lack of natable
invertebrates returned within the data search and the majority of the site consisting of intensively
manged arable land, the site has been assessed as having low suitability for invertebrates and no
further surveys ware recormmended.

Other Mammals

The presence of hedgehogs and brown hares will be assessed in conjunction with pre-construction
badger and nesting birds check.

Invasive Species
Mo invasive species were dentified on the site,
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6.0 Summary
6.1 Designated Sites

Indirect Impacts are possible thraugh increased recreational pressure on sited designated as ancient
woodlands, More detailed assessment can be made once development proposal is available.

6.2 Habitats

It Is recormmended that boundary woodland and grassland strip with hedgerows are preserved as part
of the development where possible. This is due to these habllats providing resources and shelter for
potentially present species including nesting birds, dormice, reptiles and commuting/foraging bats.

Where the retention of these habitats is not possible clearance works should be undertaken at an
appropriate time of year, the timing and methndology of clearance works will need to take account of
the findings of the recommended further probected species sUrveys.

6.3 Protected & Notable Species

6.3.1 Recommendations for Surveys
Further surveys have been recommended for the following spedies:

Reptiles

A sulte of seven presenceflikely absence reptile surveys are recormmended to assess the
distribution and density of reptiles present on site,

Bats

Seasonal bat activity surveys of the site are recommended to take place between April and October
{spring — April to May, summer — June to August, autumn — September to Octobar).

A number of trees within the woodland hold bat roosting potential, Should future development
proposal show impact on these trees, further surveys of twa of the trees that have moderate
patential are recommendad,

If the trees on site Identifled as having low petential to support raesting bats are required to be felled
and/or pruned as part of the praposed development this should be done sympathetically using “saoft-
felling mathodology”.

Hazel darmice

A sulte of hazel dormaouse surveys are recommended to assess the presence/likely absence of this
species on site.

Badgers

It is recommended that a pre-construction badger check is carriad out prior to the start of works to
confirm there has bean no change to the level of activity present on-site.
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Birds
It is recommended that a pre-construction nesting birds check is carried out prior to the start of
waorks to assure no disturbance to nesting birds.

Other Mammals

The presence of brown hares and hedgehogs will be assessed in conjunction with above mentioned
pre-construction checks,

6.3.2 Recommendations for Mitigation

Followlng measures are recomimended to reduce impacts on the ecologically valuable features that
the site supports;

s The woodland strip is recommended to be retained as part of the development to prevent
impact on patentially raosting bats.
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FIGURES

Figure 1 — Site Location Plan
Figure 2 — Phase 1 Habitat Plan
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REPORT CONDITIONS

This Report has been prepared using reasonable skill and care for the sole benefit of [Fabarstown
Trust] {"the Client™) for the proposed uses stabed In the report by [WYG Environment Planning
Transport Limlted] ("WYG™. WYG exclude all liahility for any other uses and to any other party. The
report must not be relied on or reproduced in whole or in part by any other party without the
copyright holder’s permission,

Mo liability is accephed or warranty given for; unconfirmed data, third party documents and
information supplied to WYG or for the perfarmance, reliability, standing etc of any products,
servioes, organisations or companies refarred to In this report. WYG does not purpert to provide
spedialist legal, tax or accounting advice,

The report refars, within the limitations stated, to the enviranment of the site In the context of the
surrounding area at the time of the inspections’, Enviranmental conditions can vary and no warranty
is given as to the possibillty of changes In the envirenment of the site and surrounding area at
differing times. Mo investigative method can eliminate the possibility of obtaining partially imprecise,
incomplete or not fully representative information. Any monitoring or survey worlk undertaken as part
af the commission will have been subject to limitations, including for example timescale, seasonal and
weather-related conditions. Actual ervirenmental conditions are typically more complex and variable
than the Investigative, pradictive and madelling approaches indicate in practice, and the output of
such approaches cannot be relled upon as a comprehensive o accurate indicator of future conditions.
The "shelf life” of the Report will be determined by a number of factors including; its original purpose,
the Client's instructions, passage of time, advances in technology and techniques, changes in
leqlslation etc. and therefore may require future re-assessment.

The whole of the report must be read as other sections of the report may contain information which
puts Into context the findings In any executive summary,

The performance of environmental protection measures and of bulldings and other structures in
relatlon to acoustics, vibration, noise mitigation and other environmental issues is influenced to a
large extent by the degree to which the relevant environmeantal conslderations are incorporated Into
the final deslgn and spedifications and the quality of woerkmanship and compliance with the
specifications on site during construction. WYG accept no labllity far Issues with performance arising
from such factors,
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| Bern Convention

The Comvention on the Consenvation of Elropesan Wildite and Netural Habitats (the Bern
Corention) was adopted in Bern, Switzerand in 19793, and was ratifled In 1582, Its aims are o
protect wild plants and animals and thelr habltats listed in Appendices 1 and 2 of the Convention,
and regulate the exploitation of species listed in Appendix 3. The regulation Imposes legal obligations
on participating countries to protect over 500 plant species and more than 1000 animals.

To meet its obligations imposed by the Convention, the European Community adaptad the £C Bivis
Directive (1979 and the £C Habitats Directive (1992 — see below). Sincs the Lishan Treaty, in farce
since 1% December 2009, European legislation has been adopted by the European Unlon.

Bonn Convention

The Camnvention on the Conservatlon of Migratory Species of Wild Animals or 'Bonn Conventlon’ was
adopted In Bonn, Germany in 1979 and came into force In 1985, Participating states agree to work
together to praserve migratory species and their habitats by providing strict protection to species
listed In Appendix I of the Convention, It also establishes agreaments for the conservation and
management of migratory spedes listed in Appendix I1.

I the UK, the requirements of the convention are Implementad via the Wildlife & Countryside Act
1981 (as amended), Wildlife (Northern Ireland} Qrder 1985 (as amended), Nature Conservation and
Arnenity Lands {Morthern Ireland) Order 1985 and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
(CRoW),

Habitats Directive

The Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and
Fara, ar the 'Habitats Directive’, is a European Unlon directive adopted in 1992 in response to the
Bern Convention. Its alms are to protect approximately 220 habitats and 1,000 spedes listed in Its
several Annexes,

In the UK, the Habltats Directive |s transposed into national law via the Conservatlon of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2017 (as amendad) in Endland and Wales, and via the Conservation (Natural
Habitats, etc.) Requlations {Morthern Ireland) 1995 {as amended) in Narthern Ireland.

Birds Directive

The EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (791409/EEC) or *Birds Directive’ was introduced
to achleve favourable conservation status of all wild bird specles across their distribubion range. In
this context, the most important provision Is the ldentification and classification of Special Protecton
Areas (SPAs) for rare or vulnerable species listed in Annex 1 of the Directive, as well as for all
regularly occurring migratory species, paylng particular attention to the protection of wetlands of
international importance.
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 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)

Regulations place a duty on the Secretary of Stake to propose a list of sites which are important for
either habitats or species (listed In Annexes I or IT of the Habitats Directive respectively) to the
European Commission, These sites, if ratified by the Eurepean Commission, are then dasignated as
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) within six years. Public bodies must also help preserve, maintaln
and re-establish habitats for wild birds.

The Regulations also make it an affence to deliberately capture, kill, disturb or trade in the animals
listed in Schedule 2, or pick, uproot, destroy, or trade in the plants listed In Schedule 5 - see below.

Animals ‘of Plants
| Horseshae bats Rhinolophidae — all specles Share dack: Rumay rupastnis
Commaon bats Vesperiionitse — all sﬁédes Killamey fern Trichomanes speciosiim =
Large Blue Butterfly Macufinea arion Early gentian Gentiansiis anglics
Wild cat Falis sifvestris Lady's-slipper Cypripedium calceolts
Dolphins, porpoises and whales Cetacea—all sp. | Creeplng marshwort Apium repens
Dormeuse Muscardinus avelfanarius | Slender naiad Majas fexilis
Pool frag Ranag lessonae Fen orchid Liparis focsali
Sand lizard Lacerta agilis Floating-leaved water plantain Luromium natans
Fisher's estuarine moth Gartyng bovelii lunata Yellow marsh saxifrage Saxifraga Mircilus

Great crested newt FHurs cristatys

Otter futra fufra

Lesser whirlpoal ram‘s-horn snail Anisus vorticelus
Smooth snake Coronells austrizca

Sturgeen Acpenssr sturia

| Natterjack toad Epidsiea calamita

Marine turtles Carefta caretts, Chalonia mydas,
Lenidochalys kemoi, Eratmachalys imbricata,
Dermochelys coracea

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) .

This Is the princlpal mechanism for the legislative protection of wildlife In the UK. This legislation is
the chief means by which the 'Bern Convention’ and the Birds Directive are implemented in the UK,
Since It was first Introduced, the Act has been amended saveral Himes,

The Act makes it an offence to {with exception to species listed in Schedule 2} intentionally:

s Kill, injure, or take any wild bird;
» take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest Is In use; or
s take or destroy an egg of any wild bird,

Or to intentionally do the following to a wild bird listed in Schedule 1:

o  disturbs any wild bird while it is building a nest or 1s In, on or near a nest containing eggs
or yaung; ar
o  disturbs dependent young of such a bird.

In addition, the Act makes 1t an offence (subject to exceptions) to:

« Intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or take any wild animal listed on Schedule 5,
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or

Finally, the Act also makes it an offence (subject to exceptions) to:

s [nterfere with places used for shelter or protection, or intentionally disturblng animals
occupying such places; and
s The Act also prahibits certain methads of killing, Injurling, or taking wild animals.

« |ntentlcnally plck, uproot or destray any wild plant listed in Schedule 8, or any seed or
spare altached to any such wild plant;
= LUnless an authorised person, intentionally uproot any wild plant nat included In Schedule 8;

+ sell, offer or expose for sale, or passess (for the purposes of trade), any live or dead wild
plant included in Schedule 8, ar any part of, or anything derived from, such a plant.

Following all amendments to the Act, Schedule 5 *Anlmals which are Protected” contains a total of
154 specles of animal, Including several marmmals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrates.
Schedule 8 'Flants which are Protected’ of the Act, contalns 185 specles, Including higher plants,
bryaphyles and fungi and lichens. & comprehensive and up-to-date list of these species can be
obtained from the INCC website,

Part 14 of the Act makes unlawful to plant or otherwise case to grow in the wild any plant which s
listed in Part II of Schedule 9,

1t Is recommended that plant material of these species is disposed of as hio-hazardous waste, and
these plants should not be used in planting schemes,

Schedule 1 - Birds which are protected by special penalties

Avocet Rocundrosta avosalts Oaprey Fandion hﬂ.l'.".;mfr.ls

Bee-eater Merops apiaster Owl, Bamn Tyto alba
Bittern Botauriis stelfarts 2w, Snowy Nyctaa scandiaca
Bittern, Little Deabrychus minilus Peregrine Falco poragrings
Bluethroat Luseinia svecica Petrel, Leach's Deeaniodroma levcorfioa
Brambling Fringiia imantittingiia Phalarope, Red-necked Fhalampus jobatus
Bunting, Cirl Ermberiza cirlus Plover, Kentish Charadrius alexandrinus
Bunting, Lapland Calcaris lapponicus Plaver, Little Ringed Charadnius dubius
Bunting, Snow Plactrophenax nivalis Cuiall, Common Colurmnix colurnix
Buzzard, Honey Parmls aphorus Redstart, Black FPhoericuns ochiriros
Capercalllie Tetgo urogalius Radwing Turdis ffiacus

“Chough Byrrhacoray pyrrhocoray | Rosefinch, Scarlat Carpodacus sryvthnngs
Corncrake Crex crex Ruff Philomachilis pugnax
Crake, Spotted Forzana porzana Sandpiper, Green Tringa ochropus
Crossbllls (all specles) Loxia Sandpipar, Purple Calfidns maritima

Curlew, Stone

Burhinus oacicneis

Sandpiper, Wood

Tringa glaracla

Divers (all species) Gavia Scaup Atfiya manla
Datterel > Charadriis morinedus Seater, Common Melsnifta nigra
Duck, Long-talled Clangula hyemalis ‘Sooter, Velvet Malanifla fusca
Eagle, Golden Agquila chrysactos Serin Serinus sorinus
Eagle, White-talled Halbatits sibicia Shoralart Eramopiiia alpesiis
Falcon, Gyr Falco rusticalys Shrike, Red-backed Lanius cofturio
FieldFare Turdus pilaris Spoonbill Flatalaa letcorodia
Firecrest ) Regulus anicapitius Stilt, Black-winged Himantopus kimantonis
Garganey Anas querguedulz Stint, Temminck's Caliors termmincki
Godwit, Black-tailed Limosa limosa Swan, Bewlck's Cyanus bawickii
Faberstown Trusk Algusk 2018
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_Harrlers (all species)

Circuts

Goshawk Aecipiter gentilis Swan, Whooper CYanus cygnus

Grebe, Black-necked Podiceps nigricolifs Tern, Black Chitdorias riget

Grebsa, Slavonian Fodivaps auritus Tern, Little Stema albifrans

Greenshank THnga mebalaris Tern, Roseate Stema dovgalli

Gull, Little Lars mindtus Tit, Beardad FPanuris bianmicus
| Gull, Mediterranean Lares melarocephalus Tit, Crested Parus cristatus

Treacrespear, Short-tosd

Certhia brachydactyla

stonacrop or Mow Zealand
pramyweed

Heron, Purple Ardea purpures Warbler, Cetti's Catfia cetlf
Habby Faico subbuteo Warkler, Dartford Sylvia undata
Hoopoe Liptipa cp&ﬁps Warbler, Marsh Acrocephasius palisins
Iingflsher Alcedo atthis Warbler, Savi's Locustella luscinioidas
Kite, Red Milvus mitvus Whimbre! Mumenius phasoptis
Merlin Falco columbarius Woodlark Luflula arboras
| Oriole, Golden Orfelets orialis Wryne:ll_q Jyrw fargaila
Invasive plant species listed in Schedule 9
Australian swamp Crassia helmsli Japancse rose Rosa nigoss

Californian red scaweed

Fikea cailfornica

Japanese seaweed

Sargassm mufiouen

Curly waterweed Lagarosiniion major Laver seaweeds (except  Parphyra spp

natlve species)
Duck potato Sagittaria iatifolia Parrots-feathear Myrigpfyllam sguaticum
Entire-leaved cotoneaster Cotoneashor integiifolivs | Perfollate alexanders Smiyraium pedfofiatim

False WirgInla creeper

Paithenacissts itserfa

Pontic rhododendron

Rilodoadandgron poriicem

Fanwaort or Carolina wator-  Cabomfla caraliniana Purple dewplant Dispfnna crassiofiin?
shield
Few-flowerad garlic Allium pErAdOKLTT Red algae Grateloupia Mrans
Floating penmawort Hydrocofye Rhododendron Rfododandron pam.‘icum
FArERCLHO TS % Rhododendron
maxim
Floating water primrose Liewigia paplaides Small-leaved cotoneaster  Cofoneaster miicropiniis
Giant hogweed Heraclawm Three-cornared garlic Adfivrn tefgiratrum
fArantegazziaiim
Giant kelp Macrocystis spp. Variegated yallow Lamiastrum galeabdoion
archangel subsp, argoafatin
| Giant knotweerl Faflopia sachalinensis Virginia crecpor Parthenocissus quinquelolia
' Giant rhubarb Gunnera tinctora Walkame tindari pinnatifida
Glant salvinia Safins molests Wall cotoneaster Cotancaster harizontalis |
Green scafingers Codliunm fragife Water fern Azoliz filiculoides
ﬁmalayan cotoneaster Cofancastor simonst Water hyacinth Eicithoms crassipes
Hollyberry cotonenster Cotoneaster buliatus Water lettuce Pistia stratiolos
Hooked asparagus Asparagopsis anmala Water primrose Luchwigia grandifiora
seaweed
Hottentot fig Carpobrotus edulis Water primrose Lucwigia truguayensis |
Hybrid knotweed Faflopda japanica « Waterwesrls Elodea spp.
Fallopia sachalinensis
Indian (Himalayan} balsam  fmpatiens glandulifora Yellow azalea Rhododendron luteum
Japanese knotweed Faflopia japonica =l
Faberstown Trust Auaust 2018
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| Protection of Badgers Act 1992

The maln leglslation protecting badgers in England and Wales is the Protection of Badgers Act 1992
{the 1992 Act). Under the 1992 Act It Is an offence to: wilfully kill, injure, take or attempt to kill,
injure or take a badger; dig for a badger; interfere with a badger sett by, damaging a sett or any
part thereof, destroying a seft, obskructing acoess to a sett, causing a dog to enter a sett or
disturbing a badger while occupying a sett

The 1992 Act defines a badger sett as: “any structure or place which displays signs Indicating current
use by a badger”

Natural Envirenment and Rural Communities Act 2006

Section 41 (541) of this Act requires the Secretary of State to publish a list (in consultation with
Matural England) of Habitats and Species which are of Principal Importance for the conservation of
biodiversity in England. The S41 list is used to guide decision-makers such as public bodies including
local and regional authatities, In implementing thelr duty under Section 40 of the Natural
Envirgnment and Rural Communities (NERC)Y Act 2006, to have regard to the conservation of
blodiversity in England, when carrying out thelr normal {e.g. planning) functions. The 541 list
includes 65 Habiltats of Principal Importance and 1,150 Specles of Principal Importance,

Hedgerow Regulations 1997

The Hedgerow Regulations were made under Section 37 of the Environment Act 1995 and came into
force in 1997, They introduced new arrangements for local planning authaorities in England and
Wales to protect Important hedgerows in the countryside, by controlling their removal through a
system of notification. Important hedoerows are defined by complex assessment criteria, which draw
on biodiversity features, historical context and the landscape value of the hedgerow,

Birds of Conservation Concern

This is a review of the status of all birds occurring regulady In the United Kingdem, 1t is regularly
updated and is prepared by leading bird conservatlon organisations, including the British Trust for
Ornithology (ETO), Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds (RSPB),

The latest report was produced In 2015 {Eaton &t &/, 2015) and identifled 67 red list species, 96
amber species, and 81 green species. The criterla are complex, but generally;

+ Red list specles are those that have shown a decline of the breeding population, non-
breeding populatlon or breeding range of mare than 50% in the last 25 years.

o fmber st specles are those that have shown a decline of the breeding population, non-
breeding population or breeding range of between 25% and 50% In the last 25 years,
Species that have a UK breeding population of less than 300 or a non-breeding population
of less than 900 individuals are also included, together with those whose 50% of the
population s localised in 10 sites or fewer and those whose 20% of the European
population Is found in the UK,

= Green list spacies are all regularly occurring specles that do not gualify under any of the
red or amber criteria are green listad
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Global IUCN Red List

The International Wnion for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Threatened Species was devised to
provide a llst of those species that are maost at risk of becoming extinct globally. It provides
taxonomic, conservation status and distribution Information about threatened taxa around the globe,

The system catalogues threatened species into groups of varying levels of threat, which are: Extinct
fEX), Extinct in the Wild (EW), Critically Endangered (CE), Endangered (EN), Vulnerable {¥U}, Near
Threatened (NT), Least Concern (LC), Data Deficient (DDY), Not Evaluated {NE). Criteria for
designation into each of the categorias Is complex, and cansider several principles.

Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) Identify habitat and species conservation priorities at a local
level (typlcally at the County level), and are usually drawn up by a consortium of local Government
organisations and conservation charltles,

Some LBAP's may also include Habitat Action Plans (HAP) and/for Spedes Action Plans (SAP), which
are used to guide and inform the local decision making process.

Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996

This Act offers protects a form of protection to all wild species of mammals, irrespective of other
legislation, and focussed on animal welfare, rather than conservation,

Unless covered by one of the exceptions, a person Is guilty of an offence if he mutilates, kicks, beats,
nails or otherwlise Impales, stabs, burns, stones, crushes, drowns, drags or asphyxiates any wild
mammal with intent to inflict unnecessary suffering.

It's application Is typically restricted to preventing deliberate harm to wildlife (In general) during
construction works ete,
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Description Photograph
i Brash pile
2 Rabbit warren
Ti Mature oak tree with vy covered potential

bat roosting feature — low potential,
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Description

Photograph

Two adfacent mature oak treas with vy
cavered potential bat roosting features —
low potentlal. These are marked as one
on the map.
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Target | Description Photograph
Note
T3 Mature aak tree with bwo potential bat
roosting features — a hole around dead
lImb, and a missing limb — moderate
poteritial,
T4 iMature oak tree with rot holes on limbs as
potential bat roosting features — nagligible
patential,
Faberstown Trust August 2018
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Target | Description ! Photograph
Note

Mature oak tree with gaps by missing
limbs and dead wood representing
potential bat roosting features — moderate
patential.
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Introduction

WYG is instructed by The Faberstown Trust to prepare this Landscapa and Visual
Statement which relates to the promotion for resldentlal developmeant at land to the
east of Ludgershall, in the Test Valley Borough Council, Hampshire. The site is also
locabed adjacent to the Morth Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Matural Beauty
{AOMNB).

Scope of the landscape and visual statement

The findings of the landscape statermnent are based on the potential construction of 350
2 storey residential dwellings within the redline boundary area, as shown an the
Illustrative Masterplan reference IMP-{11. The site covers 15.6 hectares and the net area
for proposed residential development would cover 9.7 hectares, Proposals for the site
include retained boundary trees and vegetation, proposed shelter belts to enhance
existing boundary vegetation, attenuation areas, and approximately 5.6 hectares of
public open space,

Vehicle accass to the slte would be In the south of the site via Andover Road,

This Landscape and Yisual Statement is broadly based on the Guldelines for Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition, GLIVA3'. Tt briefly describes the landscape
of the site, the surrounding landscape context, and reviews the potential effects on the
landscape and visual amenity as a result the proposed residential development within a
3km study area. A Chartered Landscape Architect fram WYG visited the site and
surrounding area an the 29th August 2018, The weather was dry, partially cloudy with
good visiblllty.

For tha purposes of reviewing the landscape and visual effects of this proposal, study
areas have been defined, shown on Figure LAQL:

= The“site" extends to the red line boundary of the site as shown on Figure LAOL;

= The “andscapa context” extends to a radlus of 9km from the slte as shown on
Figure LAQ3; and

=  The visual study area extends to up to 4km from the site boundary as shown on
Figure LADG.

The Landscape and Visual Statement is illustrated by plans and photographs, as
follows:

1 Guidelinegs for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3 Edition published by The Landscape Institute
and the Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment in 2013

4
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1.3.2

Figure LA Site Location

Figure LAO2 Designations

Figura LAD3 Landscape character

Figure LAO4 Topography

Figure LAOS Site Context

Figure LADG Zones of Theoretical Visibility
Figure LADZ Viewpaint locations

Figure LADS Site photographs

Figure LAGS Viewpalnt photographs

Guidance etc

In addition to GLVIA3, the Landscape Institute’s Advice Note 01/11 Photography and
Photomontage in Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment was referred to.

Relevant policy, landscape character assessments, and other contextual information
sources were also referred to, including:

v | andscape Character Assessiment; Guidance for England and Scotland, published
by Countryside Agency, 2002

®  Matural England updated character area descriptions, April 2014

w  Policies relevant to the landscape and visual amenity in national and regional policy
including: Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan 2011-2019, Wiltshire Core
Strateqgy, Hampshire County Integrabed Landscape Character Assessment, Test
Valley Borough Landscape Character Assessment, Morth Wessex Downs AONE
Integrated Landscape Character Assessment, and the North Wessex Downs AONB
Managerment Plan 2014-2019.

Photography

Fhotographs have a special role in describing landscape character and lllustrating key
views, In order for photograph te be representative and to create an image that Is as
similar as possible to that which Is seen with the human eye, the Landscape Institute
(LI} advises using a lens with a focal length equivalent to 50 mm for a 35 mim Single
Lens Reflex {SLR) camera, and a horlzontal field of view of a little under 40 degrees®,
The camera used for the appraisal photography was a Canon EOS 5D Mark jii digital
SLR camera with a full frame sensor.  Photographs were taken with a focal lenagth of
Samrm.

2 The Landscape Institute, Landscape Institute Advice Note 01711, Photography and photomantage In
Landscape and Wisual Assessment, March 2011, on LI website:

hitbps:/ fwvrw landscapeinstitute, orofvisualisation/ accessed 20,0818
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Landscape photography Includes wide angle or panoramic views requiring a sequence
of photographs to be taken across the view, Where this approach is taken, a series of
overlapping photographs are digitally spliced together In Adobe Photoshop CS using a
cylindrical projection to provide a panorama approximating to the normal field of view
In & landscape context. Where necessary, the contrast and brightness of indlvidual
photographs is slightly manipulated in order to create a consistent panorama without
visible joins.

The viewpaint locations were established using a camera mounted GPS device and
verified against site survey or Ordnance Survey grid reference and helght above
Ordnance Datum. The viewpoint locations are shown on Figure LAOZ.

Landscape Policies and Designations

National and local policy

National Planning Policy Framework

The Mational Planning Policy Framewaork (MPPF) published an 24th July 2018 sets out
the Government’s economic, envirenmental and social planning policies for England,
and their vision for sustalnable development. The key principles that are of relevance
to the development include:

Section 2: Achieving sustainable development, paragraph 8 sets out thrae
overarching objectives to achieve sustainable development, The third objective is an
environmental objective which is to “contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural,
built and historic enviranment; including making effective use of land...” Paragraph 9
goes onto state that "Planning policies and decislons should play an active role in
guiding development towards sustalnabla solutions, but in doing so should take local
circumstances into account, to reflect the character, needs and apportunities of each
area.” Paragraph 10 states ... at the heart of the Framework Is a presumption in
favour of sustainable development.”

Section 12: Achieving well-designed places, paragraph 127 states that
“planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments:

b) are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate and
effective landscaping,;

c) are sympathetic to local character and histary, including the surrounding built
environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging appropriate
innovation or change {such as increased densities):

A104374 = Land East of Ludgershall
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d) establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of streats,
spaces, bullding types and materials to create attractive, welcoming and distinctive
places to live, work and wvisit; ...

Section 15: Conserving and enhancing the natural environment, paragraph

170 states that “planning polides and decisions should contribute to and enhance the
natural and local environment by:

a) pratecting and enhancing valued landscapes...;
b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside...;

Paragraph 172 states that “Great weight should be given to conserving and
enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in ... Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
which have the highest status of protection...”

Local Policy

The site lies within the boundaries of Hampshire County Counell and within the district
of Test Valley Borough Council, Local planning policy relevant to the proposed
development of the site is provided by the Test Valley Borough Revised Local plan
(2016). Relevant policies relating to the proposed development are outlined below.

Test Valley Borough Revised Local plan DPD 2011 - 2029

m  Local Communitles Policy COM2: Settlement Hierarchy states that
“Development outslde the boundaries of settlement.. will anly be permitted if:
a) it is appropriate in the countryside.,; or
b) it is essential for the proposed develapment to be located In the countryside.

= Enwirenment Policy El: High Quality Pevelopment in the Borough states
that "Development will be permitted IF it [s of a high quality in terms of deslgn and
local distinctiveness, To achieve this development:

a) should integrate, respect and complernent the character of the area in which
the development is located in terms of layoul, appearance, scale, materials and
building styles;

b} should not detract from the dominance of, or Interrupt important views of, key
landmark bulldings or features;

¢} should be lald aut to provide connectivity between spaces and a positive
relationship between public and private spaces; and

d) makes efficient use of the land whilst respecting the character of the
surrounding area and nelghbouring uses.

Development will not he permitted if it Is of poor design and fails to improve the
character, function and quality of the area.

104324 v Land East of Ludgershall




= Policy E2: Protect, Conserve and Enhance the Landscape Character of the
Borough states that "To ensure the protectlon, conservation and enhancement of
the landscape of the Borough development will be permitted provided that;

a) |t does not have a detrimental impact on the appearance of the immediate area
and the landscape character of the area within which it is located;

b) Itis designed and located to ensure that the health and future retention of
impartant landscape features |s not likely to be prejudiced;

C) the existing and proposed landscaping and landscape features enable it to
pasitively integrate Into the landscape character of the area;

d) arrangements for the long term management and maintenance of any existing
and proposed landscaping have been made; and

£} |t conserves the landscape and scenic beauty of the ... the North Wessex Downs
Area of Outstanding Matural Beauty where applicable; and

f} does not result in the loss of important local features such as trees, walls,
hedges or water courses,

= Policy E&: Green infrastructure states “Development will be permitted provided
that;
a) it protects, conserves and whera possible, enhances the Borough's Green
Infrastructure nebwork:
b} It avolds the loss, fragmentation, severance or a negative impact on the
function of the Green Infrastructure network; ...

Wiltshire Core Strateqy adopted January 2015

2.1.6 The site is located adjacent to the local authority of Wiltshire, which encompasses the
Morth Wessex Downs AONB. Planning policy for Wiltshire is defined by the Local Plan
which includes the Wiltshire Core Strategy that incorporated saved policies fram district
local plans, Neighbourhood plans and other plans, Relevant policies relating to the
proposed development are outlined below,

m  Core Policy 51: Landscape states that ™...Proposals for development outside of
an ADNE that Is sufficiently prominent {in terms of its siting or scale) to have an
Impact on the area’s special qualities {as set out in the relevant management
plan}, must also demaonstrate that it would not adversely affect its setting,

2.2 Designations

2.3.1 Landscape desianatlons provide an indication of landscape value. They are areas that
have been recognised for qualities such as scenic beauty and the recreational potential
of the landscape. Designations are shown on Figure LADZ2,

A104324 » Land East of Ludgershall
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2.2.5

AONB

The northern half of the study area |s covered by the North Wessex Downs AONB. The
north boundary of the site abuts part of the southern boaundary of the AQNB.

Special Qualities

The Morth Wessex Downs AONB Managemenk Plan 2014 — 2019 identifies the special
aualities of the AQNB, which are defined under elght themes: Landscape, Land
Management, Biodiversity, Natural Resources, Historic Environment, Development,
Comrmunitles, and Leisure and Tourism, The special qualities of the AONE from
relevant themes are described below.

The Landscape theme Identifies eight Landscape Character Types (LCT) for the AQONB.
The site is located within LCT Downland with woodland, The landscape special gualities
for this LCT is described as Yoffering softer contours, woodland cover and a mix of field
patterns.”?

Under the theme Land Management, relevant special quallties are ldentified as "varied
field patterns; ...recent houndary removals creating vast flelds... different types of
woodland, many with public access..."®

The Development theme describes special qualities as "The sense of remoteness and
tranguillity that comes from undeveloped and rural quality with enly limited human
intervention, containing typically modest villages with distinctive and ancient settlement
patterns.” It goss onto state that the Downland with woadland LCT are “generally very
sparsely populated, containing scattered Isolated farms...or small hamiets...” Another
special quality describes the "sparse road network, but there Is good access fram a
number of econamically significant towns such as... Andover..."®

The Lelsure and Tourism theme identifies a special quality as "the extensive Rights of
Way network..Induding...access land, commons and accessible woodland.”®

Setting

The Marth Wessex Downs AONE Position Statement Setting {Development Affecting the
Setting of the Morth Wessex Down AONB), October 2012 pravides guidance for
development outside but within tha setting of the AONB.

The statement states that “there Is no defined boundary where the setting of the MNorth
Wessex Downs AONBE ends. However, distance away from the AONB will obviously be a

2 page 30, The Morth Wessex Downs ADNE Management Plan 2014 — 2019
4 Page 35, The MNorth Wessex Downs AQONE Management Plan 2014 — 2019
5 Page 64, The North Wessex Downs AONE Management Plan 2014 - 2019
& Page 72, The Morth Wessex Downs ADNE Management Plan 2014 — 2019
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material factor in forming a decision on any proposals, in that the further away a
development Is from the AONB boundary the more the Impact is likely to be reduced,"?

The statement goes on to give examples of adverse impacts on the setting of the
AONB, relevant examples include;

w  development which would have a significant visual impact on views in or out of the
AONB;

= |oss of tranguillity.. .,

= |ntroduction of abrupt change of landscape character; .

m  change of use of land where of a slgnificant enough scale to cause harm to
landscape character., ®

Historic and Cultural landscape designations

Relevant histaric and cultural landscape designations are shown on Figure LAD2.

Registered Park and Gardens of Special Historic Interest

Biddesden House registered park and garden |s located approximately 0.7km to the
northeast of the site. The site covers 26 hectares comprised of a 18 and 19 century
park including remains of an 18" century terraced garden, an early 19 century garden
and shrubbery, and a garden dating fram the early 193052,

Conservation areas and listed buildings

There are lwo conservation areas that are |ocated entirely within the 4km study area,
Three other conservabions areas are partially located within the 4km study area to the
north and south of the sike. Ludgershall conservation area is the closest to the site and
at its nearest point is located approximately 1.6km to the northwest of the site, 1t
encompasses several listed buildings and Ludgershall Castle, a medieval ringwork and
castle, Ludgershall scheduled monument.

There are several listed bulldings located within the 4km study area. The majority of
the listed buildings are located within the conservation areas and the Registered Park
and Garden in the study area. The nearest listed buildings to the site are located
approximately (.56km to the northeast of the site along Biddesden Lane at Blddesden
Farm.

The setting of conservatlon areas and listed buildings is a consideration during the
preparation of landscape and visual impact appraisals.

7 Fage 4, The North Wessex Downs ACQNE Position Statement Setting {Development Affecting the Setting of
the Morth Wessex Downs ADNE, October 2012

8 Page 4, The North Wessex Downs AONE Position Statement Setting {Development Affecting the Setting of
the North Wessex Downs AONE, October 2012

? https://historicengland.org.uklisting/ the-list/list-entry/ 10017 28

i0
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Scheduled Monuments

There are seven Scheduled Monuments located within the 4km study area. The nearast
is to the site is Roman bulldings an Lamboummne’s Hill, which s located 1km to the east
of the site.

Ancient woodland

The 4km study area contains several small blocks of anclent and semi-natural
woodland, particularly the eastern half of the study area.

To the north of the site at approximately 1.4km, there |s a large area of ancient
replanted woodland. The woadland continues northwards beyond the 4km study area.

Public access

Public access and rights of way are illustrated on Figure LAD2, There are no Natlonal
Trails or Mational Cycle Routes that transect 4km the study area,

Public rights of way

The 4km study area contains a nebwark of public rights of way. The nearest PRoW to
the site is Bull Drove (krack) bridleway, which is located approximately 0.15km to the
north of the site. The bridleway connects to Biddesden Lane and heads narthwards,
skirting part of the southern edge of Coldridge Wood within the north of the dkm study
area before continulng northwards through the weodland and bayond the study area.
The bridleway connects to several other PRoWs within the woaodland.

To the northwest of tha site at approximately 0.2km, a footpath skirts the northern
edge of Ludgersall in a west to east direction connecting to Crawlbays Lane,
Approximately 0.17km to the southeast of the site, a bridleway connects to the A342
Andover Road and heads in an eastwards direction aleng field boundarles before
heading northwards and connecting to Biddesden Lane on the east edge of Biddesden
House registered park and garden.

Open access land

To the north of the site, the large area of anclent replanted woodland is open access
land and is also transected by several PRoWs. At its nearest point the open access land
is located approximately 1.4km to the north of the site.

Land covered by Salisbury Plain military land byelaws 1981

Within the western half of the 4lm study area thére is a large area of land Is covered
by the Salisbury Plain military land byelaws. Within the 4km study area, the Sallsbury
Plain milltary land malnly covers land around Ludgershall and outside of the North
Wassex Downs ACNB. The military land is transected by several PRoWs and MOD
roads.

A104324 a Land East of Ludgershall
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3.1.4

Effects on the Landscape

The landscape is described, first, by reference to landscape character assessments for
the area In which the site is located, at national and local levels and, then from a site-
speclflc survey carried out for the purpoeses of this inidal appraisal.

National landscape character assessment

The desk study has made reference to National Character Areas for England®®. National
Character Areas {NChAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural argas. The new NCA
profiles update the previously published Joint Character Area (JCAs) and Countryside
Character Area descriptions (1998-1939 by the Countryside Agency). Each NCA'js
defined by a unique comblnation of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural
and economic activity. Thelr boundaries follow natural lines in the landscape rather
than administrative boundarles, making them a good decision making framework for
the natural environment."

The site |5 located within the northwest of National Character Area 130:
Hampshire Downs. The relevant key characteristics are identified as:

#  The rolling, elevated, chalk arable downland has an open, exposed
character that provides open skies and long-distance views.

w  Elevated plateaux and upper valley slopes are characterised by extensive
open tracts of large, low-hedged fields with thin chalky soils,
shelterbelts, and ancient semi-natural woodland blocks on clay-with-flint
caps on some of the steeper slopes.

= A network of distinctive and ancient droving reads and trackways is a
particular feature across the Downs.

= There is widespread evidence of prehistoric settlement on the open downlands,
including burial mounds with visually prominent lronage hill forts...

= The settlement pattern varies between the relatively dense strings of villages alang
the lower river valleys and the very low-density, nucleated settlements in the
upper reaches of the rivers and on the Downs.

m .. the more modern, rapidly expanding towns of Basingstoke and Andover are an
dawnland sites at the head of the Loddon and Test valleys,

Within the *Opportunities’ section, the following skatements of environmental
opportunity are of relevance to the area:

= SEQ 3: Work with landowners and the farming community to encourage
sustainable food production that also retains or enhances landscape
character...and minimlses its impacts on...the historic features in the landscape.

W National Character Area Profile - Character Area 130: Hampshire Downs, Natural England, 82 April

2014

12
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For example, by:

w Targeting the creation of linear features, such as buffer strips and restored
hedgerows, across slopes...

w  Securing benefits for public recreation and public access, ensuring that linear
access routes and acoess areas meet the needs of user groups. .

= Managing the networlk of hedgerows..,

County level landscape assessments

3.1.5  County Landscape Character Areas and Landscape Character Types are on shown on
Figures LAD3-1 and LAD3-2,

Hampshire County Integrated Character Assessment

3.1.6 #s part of the desk studies, the Hampshire County Integrated Character
Assessment!? was reviewed to establish the context of the site. The site is located
within the southwest of Landscape Characker Area 7a: Northwest Hampshire
Downs and the landscape type is defined as Downland Mosaic Small Scale.
Relevant key characteristics of the Landscape Character Area include:

s Varied landform comprising high ralling hills cut by steep sided, long, sinuous
dry valleys, scarps and dramatic combes.

m  Biodiversity value from remnant areas of chalk grassland and ancient woodlands.

u  Repeating pattern of woodland with long sinuous hangers on steep dry valley sides
and extensive woadland blocks on clay capped summits.

w  Sftrong hedgerow structure defining arable fields, sometimes with
hedgerow trees.

e Mosaic of arable farmland between woodland with some pasture an steep
slopes, former downland and valley bottoms.

= Varied field pattern Including assart enclosures with wavy field boundarles and
some areas of more large scale parliamentary enclosure.

e Low density, dispersed pattern of nucleated ridge top and valley villages/hamlets
and isolated farmsteads.

» Generally inward looking and contained landscape as a result of
topography and vegetation.

v Unspailt character, tranguil, rural and of high scenic quality {designated AGNB}.

3.1.7 Adjacent to the south boundary of the site is Landscape Character Area 8d:
Andover Open Downs and the landscape type is defined as Open downs. Relevant
key charactaristics of the Landscape Character Area Include;

1 Hampshlre County Integrated Character Assessment
https: ffwww. hants.goy, ukflandplanningandenvironment/environment/landscape/intearatedcharacterasse
ssment/characterareas
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#  Plateau downland with gentle undulating ridges and dry chalk valleys.

o QOccasional prominent hills within the downland create visual features.

»  Open, expansive landscape with long distant views across downland and the river
valleys which dissect the plateau.

= Predominately arable land use with limited pasture in the west...

u  There is little woodland cover creating a simple composition of landscapa
glements except where there are notable deposits of clay with flints...,

s Very reqular formal enclosure pattern dates predominately from the 19th century.
Defined in places by a2 weak hedgerow structure or no boundaries at all and
particularly in the open downland tends to overwrite earlier field
boundary patterns,

»  Dispersed pattern of nucleated villages and farmsteads.

District level landscape assessments

The District Landscape Character Areas are on shown on Figure LAD3-3,

Test Valley Borough Landscape Character Assessment

The Test Valley Borough Landscape Character Assessment'? was also reviewed
to establish the context of the site. The assessment is a district wide assessment that
sits within the framework of Mational and County Landscape Character Assessments,
The site is located within the west of Landscape Character Area 94: North
Andover Plateau, the landscape character type Is defined as semi enclosed clay
plateau farmland. Relevant key characteristics of the Landscape Character Area
include:

= Complex plateau landscape with dry river gravel valleys and gentla ridges.

s Contrasting open areas of arable farmland with shelter belts on higher ground.
= | ack of hedgerows In arable landscape.

= Well hadged mix of mainly pasture associated with setdemeants.

s Mixed linear development degrading this landscape area along the 4342,

= Distinction farmstead distribution varying from east to west,

Adjacaent to the south boundary of the site is Landscape Character Area 10c:
Thruxton and Danebury Chalk Downland and the landscape type is defined as
Open challdands, Relevant key characteristics of the Landscape Character Area
includea:

s A gently undulating area of very open chalk downland dominated by arable
farming

s Poor hedgerow structure

s A few isolated woodlands and shelter belts which traverse the landform

12 Test Valley Borough Landscape Character Assessment hitps:/fwww.testvalley .gov.ulf planning-and-
building/trecsandlandscape/test-valley-community-landscape-project

14
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w  Intrusive development along the roads radiating out of Andaver, has diluted the
rural character

= Larger farmsteads associated with main roads with smaller farmsteads
assoclated with remoter open field systems

m A large scale landscape of *big skies' and wide views,

The North Wessex Downs AONB Integrated Landscape Character
Assessment

314 As part of our desk study the Morth Wessex Downs Integrated Character
Assessment Technical Report®? was also reviewed to establish the context of the
site. The narth boundary of the site is located adjacent to Landscape Character
Area 2E: Chute Forest - Faccombe and the landscape bype Is defined as Downland
with Woodland. Relevant key characteristics of the Landscape Character Area
include:

»  part of the southern block of chalk upland, capped by clays and presenting a
varied landform of high rolling hills cut by steep sided dry valleys, scarps and
dramatic comhbas;

s landscape framework created by the repeating pattern of woodland with
long sinuous hangers on steep dry valley sides plus extensive woodland
blocks on the clay summits, interconnected by a thick hedgerow
structure;

s varied woodland mix including areas of ancient woadland, paossibly
remnants of the Saxon Royal Forest of Chute, as well as more recent mixed
plantations and shelterbelts;

s g farmland-woodland mosaic including areas of enclosed arable land on high
ground and more apen arable land on the slopes dropping down towards the
valleys of the River Bourna. These conkrast with small scale assarted pasture fielkls
with woodlands around Chute and Faccombe;

= presence of large manor houses and parkland with medieval origins,
subsaequently refashioned in the 18th century, plus estate farmland;

®  impartant areas of chalk grassland retained on steep slopes;

m  varied field pattern including medieval assarts, 17th and 18th century infarmal
enclosure and the regular fields of 19th century formal Parllamentary enclosure;

s sparsely populated with a low settlement density comprising small
villages and hamlets generally in folds of the chalk topography on south facing
slopes, as well as ridge top settlements and scattered isolated farms anc
mansions;

s hullk form Includes harder chalk sometimes used in walls, brick and flint, chalk cob
anel thatch, with some older buildings retaining timber framing;

13 North Wessex Downs ADNE Integrated Character Assessment Technical Report, Prepared for The
Countryside Agency by Land Use Consultants, March 2002
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= an inktricate network of rural lanes winds through the area linking
settlements, often following the lines of dry valleys. Alignments of Roman roads
are preserved in moadern thoroughfares;

= alandscape with a great diversity with experiences ranging from
intimate and enclosed to dramatic and apen. The area retains an
‘unspoilt’ tranguil rural character.

3.2 Site-specific appraisal
The landscape of the site

3.2.1 The site Is located in the most western extent of Hampshire, adjacent to the Wiltshire
border. It lies on the eastern edge of Ludgershall town, approximately 8.5km to the
northwest of Andover, Part of the boundary of the North Wessex Downs ADNBE adioins
muost of the north boundary of the site.

322 The site comprises a medium sized Irregularly shaped arable field that is enclosed by
mature native figld boundaries to the north, east, and south,

3.2.3  The west site boundary adjolns a small grass paddock, local play area and residential
dwellings assaclated with Faberstown at the eastern edge of Ludgershall town. The
boundary is separated from the paddock and play area with a Laurel hedge of
appraximately 2m height. A range of timber garden fences and ormamental shrubs
define the remaining boundary with adjoining the rear gardens of single and two storey
dwellings.

3.24  The north, east, and south boundarles of the site are defined by mature Oak trees,
some Ash trees, and dense understorey of native hedgerow understorey planting that
includes Hawthorn, Hazel, Blackthorn, and Field Maple with a narrow field margin of
taller herbaceous specles. To the north and east of the site there are |rregular shaped
arable fields with tree lined field boundaries and small scattered blocks of woodland
tlocks. Further to the north and within the ACNB there ks a large area of mature
woodland.

425 The southern boundary of the site is similarly enclosed by mature Oaks and native
hedgerow understorey planting, which also defines the edge of a wide vehicle lay-bay
accessed from the A342 Andover Road, The vehicle layby Is separated from the A342
Andover Road by a wide grass verge and a dense Sycamore tree belt. The 4342
Andover Road runs parallel to the southern boundary of the site and continues to the
west through the south of Ludgershall town. On the south side of the Andover Road
and on the approach into Ludagershall, there Is a vehicle servicing business and
adjoining breakers yard, which is lined by mature Poplar trees that form a distinetive
feature. Further to the south, are larger and maore regular shaped arable felds, which
tend to be bounded by tracks, a small grass margins, or low native planting.
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The landform of the site is characteristic of the undulating downland landscape. From
130m AOD elevation at the southwestern site corner, the topography falls gradually
narth and eastwards to 126m ADD, then more steeply alongside the narthern boundary
towards the base of a valley assoclated with Blddesden Lane.

Features of the site

3.2, Apart from the site field boundaries as described abowe, there are limited features on
the site as it principally functions as an arable field, Historic OS5 mapping from the late
19t century to the early 20% century show that the site was previously formed of four
small fields, there is now no evidence of these smaller field boundaries.

328 Immediately to the west of the site there area mix of 1 and 2 storey residential
properties the line Pretoria Road to east and Biddesden Lane adjacent ta the northwwest
corner of the site. The properties are orlentated in a north to south direction and
mostly have a front and back garden. The adjolning resldential land also Includes
telecommunlcation pales and overhead cables.

329 Existing agricultural access to the site is via the A342 lay-bay at the centre of the south
boundary of the site. There is also access for agricultural machinery to the adjoining
east field via a gap in the exjsting hedgerow vegetation close to the southeast corner of
the site,

Characteristics and aesthetics

3.2.10  The slte has a downland rural character, but [k s detracted by the edge of Ludgershall
seftlernant and its close proximity to the A342 Andover Road, which creates associated
naise,

3.2.11  The site also has a sense of enclosure due to the dense boundary trees and vegetation
that restrict views into and out of the site, particularly in the north of the site on the
lower levels,

[¥%)

212 Ta the north of the site, the character of the AONE within the 4km shudy area Is
dominated by medium slzed gently rolling arable felds that are lIned by mature trees
and hedgerows which are Interspersed with woodland blocks. The local roads and flint
stone tracks are also lined by mature trees and hedgerows, which contribute to the
rural character of the AOMNB and sense of enclosure,

1.2.13  To the south and west of the site, the landscape character is more open with larger
arable and pasture fields that are generally not bounded by trees or hedgerows, In the
west of the 4km study area, the chalkland ridgeway routes with panaramic views are a
distinctive feature that creates a strong sense of place.
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3.4.3

Public access

Within the site there are ho formal public rights of way. However, there Is an informal
pedestrlan track that forms & continuous perimeter route alongside the site boundary.
This informal route connects to the Pretorla Road residentlal area o the east of the slte,
to the A342 layby to the south of the site, to an inforrmal route to the southeast of the
sita that connects to the bridleway just off the A342, and to another Informal route
along the northwest boundary of the site between the residential properties and
adjacent north arable field.

The informal route to the northwest of the site heads in a southeast to northwest
direction through a wooded shelterbelt between the arable field and adjacent residential
propertles befare connecting to Biddesden Lane. Between Biddesden Land and the
adjacent arable field, the informal route also continues eastwards through mature trees
that line the arable fleld and ends almost directly south of Bull Drove track bridieway.

To the southwest of the site and along the A342 Andover Road pedestrian pavements
line each side of the road. To the east of the Ludgershall residential area the pavement
on the south side of the road ends, but the pedestrian rouke along the north slde of the
road continues eastwards along road and to the south of the site.

Effects on the landscape

A review of the landscape character considered Mational, County and District landscape
character assessment, Field waork was alse carried out to confirm the dask-based
informatian,

The site |5 located within a rural landscape on the edge Ludagershall town and adjacent
to the Morth Wessex Downs AONB. The surrounding landscape is mainly comprised of
downland mosalc arable farmland Interspersed with several woodland blocks and
Isolated farmsteads. However, bo the east of the site and bo the south of the AQONB the
4km study area Is more setted with the town of Ludgershall and associated militany
sites,

The site consists of an arable field that is medium sized and irregular shaped. The slke
is bounded by mature trees and understorey native planting that contains the site and
contributes to a sense of enclosure. However, the rural character of the site s
detracted by the edge of the Ludgershall settlement and its close proximliby bo the A342
Andover Road, which creates associated road noise.

The proposals for the site require the removal of the arable land which would be
replaced by the proposed residential development, asseciated hardstanding, and
amenity planting. However, the loss of the arable land adjacent to Ludgershall town
and within the wider rural landscape is not considered to be substantial. Proposals for
the slte also Include the retention of the boundary trees and vegetation, and propased

is
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shelter belts and buffer areas to enhance existing boundary vegetation, which would
suppart the integrakion of the proposed residential development into the surraunding
landscape.

Effects on Visual Amenity

This chapter deals with the effects on visual amenity, arising from changes in the views
available to people in the surrounding area.

Visual baseline
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)

Figure LAOG-1 illustrates the predicted exdent of the ZTV for the proposed residential
development. The computer generated ZTV |5 based on a digital terrain madel
generated from the 5m grid Interval OS Terrain 5@ dataset, with a viewer eye-height of
2m above ground level. The ZTV is calculated bo the proposed bullding heights of 9m
high to represent ‘warst case scenario’, The viewer eye-height Is calculated at 2m above
ground level. Minor undulations in the terrain may not be reflected in the Sm grid
Interval of the data.

Figure LADG-2 shows the screening effects of the existing woedland and buildings
within the 4km study area, which have been taken into consideration. The woodland
and building foctprints sourced from the Ordnance Survey 05 Open Map Local ESRIE
Shapefile The buildings have been given a height of 8.0m and the woodland has been
given a mean average height of 10m. The screening effects of other surface featuras
such as individual trees and hedgerows are not taken into consideration.

The ZTV mapping has been produced at 1:25,000 scale to enable an ovarview of the
theoretical visibility of the proposed residential development within the 4km study area
to be gained. Figure LADG-1 shows that the majority of the 4km study area would
potentially have views of the site, except for valley lacations that transect the study
area. Figure LADG-2 lllustrates that potential views of the proposed residential
development would mainly be from locations within 1.5km of the site and from smaller
scattered elevated areas located beyond 2km of the site.

Viewpoint study

To inform the initial viewpoint selection, a study area of a 4km radius from the site was
mapped showing the surrounding landscape deslgnations, public access, landscape
character and ZTVs for the proposed residential development. Potentlally sensltive
visual receptors include residents, people visiting areas covered by landscape
designations, sites of historic interest, public footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes,
and farm workers,
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4.2.9

During the field study the ZTV was usad as a starting point and features such as
vegetation, buildings or localised topoaraphic varlation, which Influence actual visibility,
were identified during field studies, Representative viewpolnts were then selected to
inform the wisual impack assessment. The locatlons of viewpoints studied relate to the
“receptors”, that is, residents and users of the landscape, and locations from which they
may have views towards or of the site. The preclse viewpoint locations were chosen
during the field studies where local features such as vegetation, buildings or localised
topographic variation were |dentified. Fram some locations receptors may not be able
to view the site IEself due to screening effects of surrounding features such as
vegetatlon, However, locations include areas where the proposed development would
potentially be viewed above existing features.

A viewpolnt study and site context review were carried out to conflrm the desk-based
studies. Six views illustrate the site and its appearance In publicly available views
{Figures LADD), the locations of the viewpoint locations are shown on Figure LAG?Z,
Other views that were taken have been scoped oul of the assessment due to restrictad
ar no visibility of the site. Views from within the site are also provided to illuskrate the
landform of the site and show other areas not publicly accessible from which the site s
visible (Figures LAGS).

Due to the restricted visibility of the site, the majority of the viewpoint locations are
located within close proximity to the site or from more elevated locatlons.

To the south of the site along the A342 receptors include pedestrlans and road users,
and to the southwest of the site receptors also include residents that front Andover
Road, which are represented by Viewpoint 01. Immediataly to the south of the site,
views of the proposed development are likely to ba screened and filtered by the trees
and vegetation that line the south boundary of the site and the adjacent layby., To the
southeast of the site, Figure LADG-2 shows that there would be no views of the
propased development due to the screening effects of the surrounding trees and
vegetatlon. To the southwest of the site Viewpoint 1 shows that there would be
screened and filtered views of the proposed development between gaps in the trees,
Resldents In the adjacent properties are likely to have obligue screened and fllkered
views of the proposed development from ground floer and first floor windows. Figure
LAOG-2 shows that further to the southwest of the site along the A342 Andover Road,
there would be no views of the site due to the screening effecks of the surrounding built
form and vegetation,

To the west of the site along Pretoria Road, receptors Include residents and pedestrians
using the pavements, Residents in the nearby properties are likely to have obligue
views of the proposed development, but they would be mare open from within the
curtilage of the properties. Viewpoint 02 shows that there would be views of the
praposed development above the children’s playground area, and the res|dential
gardens and bungalows In the left and right of the photagraph, Tt is likely that the 2
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storey residential properties would screen views of the proposed development in the
left and right of the view,

To the north of the site, within the North Wessex Downs ACNE, and aleng Biddesden
Lane, receptors include walkers and road users. Viewpoint 03 shows the view
towards the slke from along Biddesden Lana. The viewpoint location Is to the south of
Bull Drove bridleway and is at a figld gateway where there is a gap In the dense trees
and vegetation. It shows that there would be views of the proposed development
through the gaps in the trees, above the understorey planting, along the northern
boundary of the site. However, additlonal propased planting along the northern
boundary of the site, in time, s likely to further restrict and limit views of the proposed
development. To the west and east of the viewpolnt, the trees and native understoray
planting Is dense and generally creates a tunnelled view along Biddesden Lane. From
these locations, it Is unlikely thak there would be views of the proposed development,
particularly for road users,

Beyond the immediate vicinity of the site, views towards the site continue to be limited
due to the surrounding settlements and woadland blacks that screen and restrict views.
Further to the north along Bull Drove bridleway, receptors include recreational users of
the bridleway and farmwarkers In the adjacent fizlds. Figure LADG-2 illustrates that
thie south of the bridleway would hava restricked and Imited views of the proposed
development due to the screening effects of the surrounding trees and vegetation.
However, as distance fram the site increases to the north, the elevation of the land
along the bridleway fses. Views of the proposed development would become less
limited, but views of the proposed development would be more distant. Viewpoint 04
is located on a footpath to the east of Bull Drove bridleway and on more elevated
ground. The viewpoint shows that views of the proposed residential development are
llkehy to be restricted to roofscape views above the surrounding trees. The proposed
development would be viewed adjacent to the existing settlement views of Ludgershall
and would be backdropped by surrounding trees and the distant hills.

To the northeast of the site and beyond 2km of the site boundary, Figure LAOG-2
illustrakes that areas that would potentially have views of the proposed development
would be limited to small scattered locations, To the southeast of Upper Chute hamlet
within the most narthern extent of the 4km study area, the ZTV indicates that there
wauld potentially be views of the majority of the proposed development. However, In
redlity due to the distance from the slte, roofscape views of the proposed development
are likely to be barely peroeptible In the distance. The long distant views over gently
rolling arable farmland with the large area of woodland is likely to continue to be
primary sensory focus of the view.

To the northwest of the site Figure LAGG-2 also lllustrates that limited areas would
patentially have views of the proposed development. Receptors would mainly comprise
of walkers and farmworkers, Viewpoint 05 is located adjacent to the northeast corner
of Ludgershalll conservation area. It shows that views of the proposed development
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are likely to be partially screened by Intervening woodland blocks. Any available views
waolld be restricted to distant roofscape views of the proposed development,

Further to the west and beyond 3km of the site, the landscape is more open and
slightly elevated on the Salisbury plain military land, Figure LADG-2 shows thak there
would be potentlally views of the majority of the proposed development from elevated
areas, Receptars Include walkers, farmwarkers, and military persannel using the land
for tralning purposes. Viewpoint 06 shows that it is unlikely that the proposed
development would be readily discernible in the distance. The surrounding trees and
woadland are llkely to screen views of the proposed development and restrict to
avallable views to roofscape views, which would be In context to views of Ludgershall
town. The leng distant and panoramic views over the surrounding landscape are likely
bo continue to be the main sensory focus. Views of the proposed development in the
distance could be missed by a casual obsarver,

Owerall, the site is generally visually contained by dense and mature boundary trees
and vegetation, which tends to restrict views of the site. Residents located immediately
to the west of the site are llkely to have obligue views of the proposed development
from ground floor and the first floar of their properties. From the curtllags of their
propertles views of the proposed development are likely to be more open.

Walkers and road users ta the north and south of the site are likely to have screened
and filtered views of the proposad development, more so from the A342 Andover Road
although road users would be travelling at speed.

Bevend the immediate vicinity of the site, views of the propased development are also
likely to be restricted due to the screening effect of the surrounding woadland and
vegetation. From more elevated areas, there would be distant views of the proposed
development, which are likely to be limited to partial roofscape views.

Conclusions

This Landscape and Visual Statement has briefly considered the likely effects of the
proposed residentlal developrment on the landscape character and visual amenity within
a 4km study area. The Landscape and Visual Statement is broadly based GLIVAS and Its
application has established an appropriate scope for the initial appraisal to be
undertaken,

The findings of the landscape statement are based on the potential construction of 350
2 storey residentlal dwellings within the redline boundary area. The site covers 15.6
hectares and the net area for proposed residential development would cover 9.7
hectares. Proposals for the site include retained boundary trees and vegetation,
proposed shelter belts to enhance existing boundary vegetation, attenuation areas, and
apptoximately 5.6 hectares of public open space.
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vehicle access to the site would be in the south of the site via Andover Road,

Effects on the landscape

A review of the landscape character was carried out, which considered Natlonal, County
and Dlstrick landscape character assessments. Field wark was also carried out to
confirm the landscape character assessments.

The site |s located within a rural landscape on the edge Ludgershal| town and adjacent
to the Morth Wessex Downs AONB. The surraunding landscape is mainly comprised of
downland mosalc arable farmland interspersed with several woodland blocks and
isolated farmsteads. However, to the east of the site and to the south of the AONB the
4km study area is more settled with the town of Ludgershall and associated military
sites.

The site consists of an arable fleld that is medium sized and irregular shaped. The site
Is bounded by mature trees and understarey native planting that contains the site and
contributes to a sanse of enclosure. However, the rural character of the slte is
detracted by the edge of the Ludgershall settlement and its close proximity to the A342
Andover Road, which creates associated road noise.

The propasals for the site require the remaoval of the arable land which would be
replaced by the proposed resldentlal development, associated hardstanding, and
amernity planting. However, the loss of the arable land adjacent to Ludgershall town
and within the wider rural landscape |s not considered to be substantial. Proposals for
the slks also include the retention of the boundary trees and vegetation, and proposed
shelter belts and buffer areas to enhance existing boundary vegetation, which waould
support the Integration of the proposed residential development into the surrounding
landscape.

Effects on visual amenity

ZTVs were produced as part of this initial assessment that analysed the potential
visibility of the proposed residential development with 2 9m height for the proposad
bulldings within a 4km study area. Figura LADS-2 considered the screen effects of
surrounding built features and woodland blocks as part of the analysis. The ZTV
illustraked that the proposed developrnent would mainly be visible from locations within
1.5km of the site and smaller scattered elevated areas beyond 2km of the site.

A viewpoint appraisal was also carried out to confinm the initial desk studies and ZTV
analysis from areas of public access, Due to the restricted visibility of the site, the 6
viewpoint locations are located close to the site or from more elevated areas and
includes locations where parts of the proposed developrent wolld potentially be
viewed above existing features.

From viewpoints 01, 02, and 03, which are located close to the site, views towards
the slte tend to be screened and filkered by the surrounding houndary vegetation and
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built form. Residents along Pretorla Road to the west of the site are likely to have
obligue views of the proposed development above surrounding boundary features, but
views from the curtilage of the properties are likely to be more open. Walkers and road
users to the north and south of the site are likely to have screened and flltered views of
the proposed development, more so from the A342 Andover Road although road users
waould be travelling at speed.

5.1.4 Beyond the Immedlate vicinity of the site, views of the proposed development are also
likely to be restricted and screened due to the surrounding woodland and vegetatian,
Viewpoints 04, 05 and 06 shows that from more elevated areas, there would be
distant views of the proposed development, which are llkely to be limited to partial
roofscape views,

5.1.5 Owerall, the siteis generally well contained and visually screened from a large park of
the 4km study area due to the screening effect of the surrounding topography,
woodland blocks and vegetation, and some surrounding built farm,

Policy considerations

516 Sechon 15 paragraph 170 of the MPPF states that “planning policies and decisions
should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by;

5.1.7  a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes...;

518 b) recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside...;

5:1.9 Paragraph 172 goes onto state that "Great weight should be given to canserving and
enhancing landscape and scenle beauty in ... Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
which have the highest status of protection,,.”

LM
i
e

This Landscape and Visual Statement considered the landscape character of the site
and its contribution to the setting of the North Wessex Downs AOQNB.

S.0.11 In relation to the policies of the Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan (2016);
features of the site that contribute to the character of the area, such as the existing
boundary trees and vegetation, will be retalned where possible and supplemented with
additional ptanting to enable the propased development to positively integrate into the
landscape character of the area whilst conserving the scenic quality of the North
Wessex Downs AOKB (Palicies COM2, E1, E2, and Eg).

5112 In relation to the polices of the Wiltshire Core Strategy and Saved Policies from the
Local Plan; the proposed residential development is located outside of the Narth
Wessex Downs AONE. The site |s consldered to be well contained and have little visual
connectivity to the adjacent AONB. The combination of retaining existing mature
boundary trees and vegetation with the planting of new trees and vegetation |s likely to
contribute to the integration of the proposed development into the surrounding
landscape. It |s therefore considered that the proposed development Is unlikely to have
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an unacceptable adverse impact on the setting of the MNorth Wessex Downs AONB. In
addition, the special qualities of the AONB are unlikely to be adversely affected as a
result of the proposed developrment {Core policy 51).

Designated Landscapes

Part of the Morth Wessex Downs AQNE covers the northern half of the 4km study area
and lies adjacent to part of the northern boundary of the site. Due to the topography of
the site and the screening effects of the site’s boundary vegetation, there are limited
areas an the site where there are views into the AONB. Figure LADG-2 indicates that
there are limited areas of the AONB where there would potentially be views of the
proposed development within the AONB. Viewpoints 03 and 04 show the [Imited
visibility of the proposed development within 1km of the site from the AONB. As
distance increasas from the site, potential views of the praposed development within
the ADMB are likely to be limited.

The character of the AQONE within the 4km study area Is dominated by arable fields that
are lined by mature trees and hedgerows which are Interspersed with woodland blocks.
The local reads and tracks are also lined by mature trees and hedgerows that
contribute to the rural character of the ADNB and sense of enclosure.  The proposed
development would retain the boundary trees and vegetation, which complement the
wooded character of the AONB.

Figure 06-2 |llustrates that a small area within the south of Biddesden House
registered park and garden along Biddesden Lane would patentially have restricted
views of the site. The site visit confirmed that there would unlikely be views of the
proposed development due to the screening effects of the surrounding individual trees,
which he ZTV did not take into account. The setting of the registerad park and garden
is therefore unlikely to alter as a result of the proposed development.

Figure 06-2 indicates that the most northern part of Ludgershall conservation area
would potentially have restricted views of the proposed development. Viewpoint 05
illustrates the view towards the site from adjacent to the northeast corner of the
canservation area. It shows that views of the proposed development are likely to be
restricted to roofscape views in the distance, which would be viewed in context to the
surrounding settlement of Ludgershall. The setting of the conservation area unlikely to
alter as a result of the proposed development,

Figure 06-2 shows that the other conservation areas located within and partially
within the 4km study area would not have views of the proposed development.

The ZTV (Figure LADG-2) illustrates that ‘boundary earthwork and associated barrow
on Windmilihill Scheduled Monument, located approximately 3.5km to the west of the
site, would potentlally have views of the proposed development. Viewpoint 06 shows
the view avallable from the scheduled monument and lllustrates that the proposed
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development is unlikely to be discarmible In the distance, The sekting of the scheduled
monument is unlikely to alter as a result of the proposed development,

Public access

There are several public dghts of way within the 4km study area. To the north of the
site and within the North Wessex Downs AONB the routes are generally within well
wooded areas or are lined by dense mature vegetation. In the west of the 4km study
area, the landscape tends to be more open, Figure LAOG-2 illustratas that there are
limited sections of public rights of way where the proposed development would be
potentlally visible. Where there are avallable views towards the site, views of the
proposed development are unlikely to be readily discernible in the distance, In the
south and southeast of the 4km study area, the majarity of the public rights of way
would no have views of the proposed development, see Figure LA0G-2, Any available
views of the proposed development are likely to be limited and restricted.

From the open access land within the ancient replanted woodland to the north of the
site, there are unlikely ko be views of the praposed development due to the screening
effects of the surrounding topography, the woodland Itself, and other surrounding
smaller blocks of woodland and shelter belts.

WIthin the weastern half of the study area, the land covered by the Salisbury Plain
millitary land byelaws is generally more open although there are some small blocks of
Beech woodland. Figure LADG-2 lllustrates that from more elevated land there would
potentially be views of the proposed development. Viewpoint 06 shows that views of
the proposed development would be distant and could be missed by a casual observer,

The landscape character and visual amenity of the publlc access within the 4km study
area are unlikely to alter as a result of the proposed residential development.

Conclusions

This Landscape and Visual Statement concludes that the site represents an opportunity
to accommodate the propasad resldential developrment with associated retalned
boundary vegetation and proposed shelter belts. The proposed development s unlikely
to result in unacceptable impact to the landscape character and visual amenity
experienced within the surrounding landscape, and on the setting of the North Wessex
Downs ACME for the reasons as set out above.
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